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CHAP, I, 


Gil Blas Being difgufted at the ivvegularitics of rhe | 


ativeffes, quits the fervice of Arfenia, and gets into a 
more creditable family, 


ligion, which I did net fail to pre- 
ferve, amidft fuch corruption of | 
morals, made me refolve not only - 
_ to leave Arfenia, but alfo to break | 
off all correfpondence with Laura, 
whom, however, f could not help 
loving, though I was. fenfible of her flagrant. infi- 
delity. Happy is he who can thus profit by thofe 
moments: of reflection that interrupt the pleafures. 
Vou, il, B which 
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which engrofs ts attention! Early one mortting, | 


} bundicd up my cloaths, and without clearing 
with Arfenia, who was, indeed, Letle or nothing 
in my debt ; or taking leave of my dear Laura, £ 


quitted the houfe where I had breathed nothing © 


but the air of debauchery ; and I had no fooner 
performed fuch a good action than heaven reward- 


ed me for it, by throwing me in the way of the: 


fteward of Don Matthias, my late mafter. Having 


faluted him, he knew me, and ftopt to enquire if I 


was in any fervice ; to which I anfwered, that I 
had been about a minute or two out of place: for 
that after having lived about a month with Arfenia, 
whofe behaviour I did not like, I had left her of 
my own accord, in order to preferve my inno- 
cence, The fteward, as if he had been fcrupu- 
_loufly religious, approved of my delicacy, and told 
me, that fince I was a young man of fuch honour, 
he would make it his bufinefs to fettle me in an 
advantageous place. He performed his promife, 
and that very day, introduced me into the fervice 
of Don Vincent de Guzman, wacfe menaser was 
one of his acquaintance. 


I could not have got‘intg a better family, and 


therefore had no caufe to he difpleafed with my 
fituation in the fequel. Don Vincent was a very 
rich old nobleman, who had lived many years 
without law-fuit or wife ; the phyficians having 
deprived him. of his fpoufe, by enceavouring to free 
her of a cough, which fhe might have preferved 
much longer had fhe abftained from thejr prefcrip- 
tions. Inftead of marrying again, he had applied 
himfelf wholly to the education of Aurora, his on- 
dy daughter, who was then going in ber fix and 
twentieth year, and juftly patied for an accomplifh- 
ed young lady: for, with an uncommon thare of 

os . . , beauty, 
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beauty, fhe had an excellent genius, perfectly well | 
cultivated. Her father, tho’ he was no conyrrer, 
padeffed the happy talent of managing his affaire. 
to the beft. advantage ; byt had ‘one fault, which, 
however, is pardonable in old men. He delighted 
in talking, and above all things, of war and blaod- 
thed. If any body was fo unfortunate as to 
couch that ftriag in his prefence, he inftantly' 
fet the trumpet to his mouth ; and the hearers 
were very happy if they got off for the relation ‘of 
two fieges and three battles. As he had fpent 
two thirds of his life in the army, his memory 
was an inexhauftible fource of different aétions, 
which were not always liftened ta with the fame 
pleafure that he felt in recounting them. Befides, 
he ftammerfed in his fpeech, and was very prolix, 
which rendered his manner of relating very dif- 
agreeable: otherwife, I never kacw a nobleman 
of a better character. He had a great deal of 
zquanimity, and was neither paffionate nor whim- 
fical ; a cireumftance which I admired very much 
in a man of quality, Though he was a good esco- 
nomift, he kept an honourable houfe, his domettics 
confitting of feveral footmen, and three women, 
who waited on Aurora. 1 foon perceived that the 
fteward of Don Matthias, had procured a good poft 
for me, and bent all my endeavours to maintain 
myfelf in it; for this purpofe, I began by recon- 
noitring the ground ; that is, ftudying the different 
humours of evcry body in the family ; then, regu- 
lating my condud& by the obfervations I made, it 
was not long before I. acquired the good-will of 
my mafter, and all his fervants. _ ; 
When I had been atout a month in Don Vin- 
cent’s family, I thought I perceived that his daugh- 
ser diftinguithed me from iy the reft of. the iad 
: \ 2 
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in the houfe. Always, when her ‘eyes were fixed 
“Upon me, I remarked a fort of complaifance in her 
“countenance, which 1 could not obferve when fhe 
"looked at my fellows. Had I not lived among 
beaus and players, it would never have come into 
my head to imagine that. Aurora could think of 
me; but I was a good deal {fpoiled among thefe . 
gentlemen, who are feldom extremely delicate in 
their fentiments of the mott virtuous ladies, « If 
(faid 1 to myfelf) we may believe thofe ftage-play- 
ers, they are fometimes benefited by the whims to 
‘which. women of quality are fubje@: and how do 
I know that my miftrefs is free from fuch caprice ? 
~--No, (added I) I cannot believe it! She is not 
cne of thofe Meffalinas, who, belying the pride of 
their birth, humble their.affe@ions fo unworthily, 
even. to the duft, and difhonour them(elves with- 
out blufhing: but rather, one of ‘thofe virtuous, 
though tender, young ladies, who, fatisfed with 
the bounds prefcribed by Honour, to their inclina- 
tions, make no fcruple of infpiring, ‘as well as of 
entertaining & delicate paffion, which yields amufe- 
ment without danger.’’ 
Thefe were my fentiments of my miftrefs, tho’ 
‘I did not know precifely how to interpret her be- 
haviour, In the mean time, as often as fhe faw 
me, fhe did not fail to {mile, and exprefs joy in her 
countenance ; fo that, without paffing for a fool, 
any man might have been enfnared by fuch fair 
appearances : F therefore could refift them no 
longer ; but concluded, that Aurora was Rtrongly 
captivated with my merit; and looked upon my- 
felf as one of thofe happy domeftics whofe fervitude 
is fweetened by love. That I might appear, in 
-fome meature, lefs unworthy of the favour which 
‘My good fortune had procured for me, I began to — 
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take more care of my perfon than I had ever done 
before: I fpent all the money-1 hdd in. linnen, 
effences and pomatums: the firft thing I did of a 
morning was to drefs and perfume myfelf, that I 
might not appear in difhabille before my miftrefs ; 
and with this attention to my exteriors, and other 
‘airs I affumed, in order to'pleafe, | @atcered myfelf 
' that my happinefs was not far off. 

Among Aurora's women there was one called 
Ortiz, an old gentlewoman. who had lived miore 
than twenty years in the family, and nurfed 
Don Vincent's daughter, whom fhe ftill ferved in 
quality of duenna, though fhe: no longer per- 
formed the difagreeable part of that fundgtion : but 
on the contrary, inftead of difcovering as formerly, 
the ations of. Aurora, her fole bufinefs now was to 
conceal them. One evening, Dame Ortiz, having 
found an.opportunity-of {peaking to me without 
being overheard, told me foftly, that if I was wife 
and difcreet, I would be in the garden at midnight, 
where I fhould be informed of things which J would 
not be forry to hear. I anfwered, {queezing the 
duenna’s hand, that I would not fail to be there ; 
and wt parted immediately for fear of being fur- 
_prifed. Heavens-! how did the time hang “on my 
hands, from that inftant to fupper, (which. in our 
family was always over in good time) and from 
thence to my mafter’s going to bed! Every thing 
feemed to drag on with extraordinary flownefs; 
and to crown my chagrin, when Don Vincent .re- 
tired to his bed-chamber, inftead of geing to reft, 
he began.to fight over again all his campaigns in 
Portugal, with which he had fo often ftunned me 
before. . But on¢é thing which he had never done 
hitherto, ‘and referved for this evening, was to tell 
me the names of all the officers who had diftin 
a ae ‘B3 ss 


6 The ADVENTURES of 


guifhed themfelves in his time, and even to recount 
their exploits. What did I fuffer in hearing him 
to an end! He left/off fpeaking, however, at laft, 
and got into bed. Upon which, I went into the 
little clofet where I flept, from whence there was 
a paffage by a pair of back ftairs, into the garden, 


and anointed my whole body with effence; I then. 


put on aclean fhirt ftrongly perfumed, and having 
negleéted nothing which I thought might flatter the 
paffion of my miftrefs, went direftly to the place of 
affignation. 

Not finding Ortiz there, I sbnutuied, that, tired 
with waiting for me, fhe had returned to her apart- 
ment, and that the happy minute was. patt, I 
blamed Don Vincent for it, and as I was curfing 


his campaigns, heard it ftrike ten. Thismade me. 
belicve that the clock went wrong, for ] was pera - 


fuaded that it was at leaft an hour paft midnight, 
but. I was fo happily miftaken, that a good quartes 
of an heur after this, I heard another clock ftrike 
ten again. . “* Very well, (faid J to my(elf}) I have 
but two whole hours to dance attendance, and they 
fhait have no caufe to complain of my punctuality. 
What muft we do tilltwelve? Letus take a turnin 
the garden, and confider the part I am to. play, 
whioh if a pretty new one to me who am but a 
novice in the whims of women of quality. I knew 
well enough how to behave with Abigails and 
aCtreffes; theie you accoft with a familiar air, and 


come to the point without ceremony: but we muft | 


go another way to work with ladies.of fafhion: the 
‘gallant, I imagine, muft be polite, complaifant, 
tender, and refpectful, though fot timorous: in- 
ftead of endeavcuring to haften his own happinefs, 
by the violence of his tranfports, he ovght to lie in 


wait for the moment of frailty.” 
“4% Thefe 
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Thefe were my refiections, and this the condua 
I propofed to obferve with Aurora; reprefenting to 
myfelf that in a little time, I thould have the plea- 
fure of feeing myfelf at her feet, and of faying a 
thoufand paffionate things to that amiable objec. 
I even receHected all the paffages of our theatrical 
pieces, which might be of fervice to me, and do 
me honour during our interview ; ahd by a feafon- 
able application of thefe, I hoped, (after the ex- 
ample of fome players whom I knew) to pafs for a 
wit, though I could only boaft of a memoty. Ab- 
“‘forpt in thefe refletions which amefed my impati- 
ence more agreeably thari tHe military ftories of 
my matter, I heard the clock: ftrike eleven; upon 
which, I phinged again inte my reverie, fometimes 
walking, and fometimes fitting in am arbor at 
the farther end of the garden. The long-expefed 
hour of twelve at Jaft ftruck, and in a few 
minutes, Ortiz, as punctual, though kefs impa- 
tient than I, appeared. ‘“* Signior Gil Blas; (faid 
fhe, accofting me} how long have you been here ?’’ 
1 replied, two hours. “* In good footh, {f{aid the, 
laughing) you are Vety. exa@: it i8 a pleaftre to 
make ‘an'-affigration with yot. “Frue, indeed, 
(continued the, with a‘ferious air) you cannot pay 
to dear for the happy tidings! ¥ “have to’ tell you. 
My nitftrefs wants to Have fome privaté converfa- 
tion with you. I wilt fay no‘more.~ The reft is a, 
fecret you muft tearn from her own mouth, Fol- - 
low me, and I wilteondud yorrinto her apartment.” 
So faying, the duenna took me by the hand, and led 
me in-a myfteridus manner, through 4 little door, 
ef which the had the: key, into the chamber of her 
miltrefs, tm. s eee ar 
: ge oe ye, " " OPP AP. 
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Tee receptien thar Gil Blas met uith from Aurora, ard 


the concurfation that pafjed between them, 


Saluted Aurora, whom I foynd in difhabille, in. | : 


the mott refpe@ful manner, and with the beft 


grace I could put on ;‘and, the received me with a . * 


fmiling air, forced me to fit down by her, and bad 


id 4 


her ambafiadrefs retire into another rogm, After : 
this prelude, with which I was not ill pleafed, the 


addreffed herfelf to me in thefe words, ‘* Gil Blas, 


you muft have perceived:zhat I look upon you in a _ 


af 


aoe: 


es DTD 7. armed 


oh ut ee es, a 


__+ 


favourable light, and diftinguifh you from the ret. - 
of my father’s fervants ; and even though you may . 
not-have obferved, by my looks, thatI have aregard — 
for you, the ftepI have taken thig night, willleave 


' you no room to doubt it.” 2 cs 
I gave her no time to. proceed, byt believing 


that I oyght, asa polite gentleman, to fpare her . 


modetty. the pain of a more formal explanation, I | 


. ftarted up in a tranfport, and throwing myfelf at 
her feet, like a ftage herp,. who falls on his knees 
- before his princefs, cried jn. a. theatrical tone, 


“* Ah, madam! can it be poffible that Gil Blas, - 


hitherto the foot-ball of fortune, and outcatt of 
nature, is fo happy as to have infpired yom with 


fentiments"’----* Don’t fpeak fo loud, (f.id. my 


' miftrefs, laughing) you wil] awaken my women, - 


who are afleep in the next. room. Get up, take 
your feat again, and hear me to an end, without 
- interrupting me, Yes, Gil Blas, (continued fhe, 
.refuming her gravity) I am. your well-wifher,; 
and, asa proof of my efteem,, will impart, to you 
a fecret, on which the repofe of my life depends + + 


I am in love with a young gentleman of beauty, | 
4 fortuae, - 
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fortune, and illaftrious birth: his name ie Don 
Lewis Pacheco; and although I have feen him 
feveral times in the prado, and at public fhews, I 
have never {poke.to him, am even ignorant of his 
charafter, and don’t know but he may be a perfon of 
bad morals, This is what I want to be informed 
of; and having occafion for a man to enquire care- 
fully about his reputation, and bring me a faithful 
account of it, I make. choice of you, and believe I 
run no rifk, by intrufting you with this coin- 
miffion, in which, I hope, you will acquit your- 
felf with fo much difcretion and addrefs, that } 
fhall never hepent of having made you my con- 
fident. 

Here my miftre(s left off fpeaking, in order. to 
know whatarnfwer I would make; and 1, though: 
at firft difconcerted at being fo difagreeably unde- 
ceived, quickly recolle@ed myfelf, and furmount- 
‘ing that fhame, which is always the concomitant 
of anfuccefsful rathnef§, expreffed fo much zeab 
for the lady's interefts, and devoted myfel wilt 
fo much ardour to -her fervice, that, though fhe 
might ftill continue to think that I had foolifhly 
flattered myfelf with having made an impreffion _ 
on her heart, the faw very weil that I knew how | 
fo make amends for my folly. I afked but two 
days to bring her an account of Don Lewis ; after 
which, dame Ortiz being called in by her miftrefs, 
conducted me: back inte the garden, and. left me 
there, after having faid, ‘“‘ Good night, Git Blas, 
I know your punétuality fo well, that I need not 
recommend it to ee to be early at the next affig- 
nation.” 

I returned to my chamber, not without fome 
vexation to find my expedtation baulked: never- 


thelefs, I. was wife|enough to refied, that it be- 
cams 
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came me better to be the confident than ‘the lover 
of my miftrefs. I confidered too, that this might. 
turn out to my advantage, as the meffengers of. 
Jove are, ufually, well paid fot their trouble ; and 


I went to bed, in a full refolution to perform what . 


Aurora defired. With this view, I went abroad 
next day, and found no difficulty in learning the 
place of abode of fuch a noted cavalier as Don. 
Lewis. J inquired into his charaéter in the neigh-. 
bourhood ; but thofe to whom I applied could nat 
fully fatisfy my curiofity. This made me repeat 
my enquiries the following day, when I was more. 
fuccefsful. .Meeting, by accident, in the ftreet, 2 
young man of my acquaintance, we ftopt to chata 
lithe, and, that very inftant, a friend of his hap- 
pening to: pafs, made up tows, and told his com-. 
rade, that he had been-juft turned away by Don. 


Pacheco, the father, of Don Lewis, on fufpicion. 


of. having drank a ca{k of wine belonging to his. 
mafter, Idid not lofe fuch a fair opportunity of 
being informed of every thing: J wanted to know, 
and fucceeced’ fo well by the queftions J afked, 
that I went home very well fatisfied- that I was 
ablé to keep my word with my miftrefs. I was 
to fee her again the next night, at the fame 
hour, and in the fame manger as‘at firft; but ] 
did not fuffer fo much difquiet that night, and fae 
from bearing the converfatioa of my, old mafter 


with impatience, J introduced the fubje& of his - 


campaigns, waited for twelve with the utmoft 
tranquillity, and it was not until I had heard the 
hour repeated by feveral clocks that I went down 
into the garden, void of effence and perfumes, 
refolved for the furGre, to retrench that extrava- 


gance. - 
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I found the moft’ trufty duenna at'the rendez- 
vous, and fhe upbraided me in a (atiricat manner, 
for having abated in my diligence. I made no 
anfwer, ‘bat let her condu&t me into the apartment 
of Aurora, who as foon as I.appeared, afked if I 
had got good intelligence of Don Lewis. ‘£*-Yes, 
Madam, (faid I) and you fhall hear it in two 
words. In the firft place I muft tell you, that he 
will fet out very foon on his return to Salamanca, 
in order to finifh his ftudies. He 1s a young cava- 
lier of honour and probity, and, being a gentle- 
man and Caftilian, his cqurage is not to be dowbr- 
ed; he has, befides; a great deal of wit, and 
his behaviour is very agreeable: but that which, 
perhaps, -you will leaft like in him, is ‘a dif- - 
pofition, too much .a-kin to that of moft of our 
young noblemen, extremely rakifh, You mutt 
know that, young as he .is, he has already had 
two attreffes in keeping.’” ‘* Is it poffible! (cried 
Aurora) heavens! what morals! but are you cer- 
tain, GilBlas, that he leads fucha licentious jive ?”” 
-Qh! I don’t at all doubt it,. madam, (I replied) 
I was informed by a valet, who was turned out ot 
his fervice, this morning; and fervants are com- 
monly very fincere, when they talk ‘of their ma- 
fter’s faults: befrdes, he keeps company with Don 
Alexo Segiar, Don Antonio Centclles, and Don 
Fernand de Gamboa 3 and that, alone, is a fuffi- 
cient demonftration of his libertinifm.’” “ Enough, 
Gil Blas, (faid my miftrefs, fighing) on the credit 
of your report, I will combat my unworthy paf- 
fion, which, though it -has alrcady taken deep 
root in my heast, I don’t defpair to overcome. 
Go, (added the, giving me a little purfe well re- 


. plenithed) there's. fomething for your wouble ;~ be- 
“ware 
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mare of difclofing my fecret, dnd remember that J 
Aepend upon your filence.’” . 

I affured my miftrefs, that fhe might make here 
felf perfeGly eafy on that fcore, for I was the 
* Harpocrates of trufty valets. After this af- 
furance, I withdrew, very impatient to know the 
contents of my purfe, in which J found twenty 
piftoles. This made me bgieve, that Aurora 
would have certainly given me more, had I brought 
her agreeable tidings, fince the paid. me fo hand- 
fomely for fuch a mortifying piece of news; and 
I repented that I had not imitated the lawyers, 
who fometimes put a glofs upon the truth, in the 
practice of their profeffion ; I was forry for having 
nipt in the bud an intrigue, the confequence of which 
might have been very advantageous to ms: how- 
ever, I had the confolation to’ {ee myfelf indem- 
nified for my unfeafonable oe in effences andl 
perfumes. 


CHAP. ‘Ht. 


The great change that happened in the family of Don 


Vincent, and the Prange refolution Sse ae eee 
infpired the fair urora. 


'OON after this adventure, Sieniae Don Vin- 

cent happened 'to fall fick; and though he had 
not been in fuch an advanced age, the fymptoms 
of his difeafe were fo violent, that we had reafon 
to fear a fatal iffue. When he was firft’ feized, 
two of the moft famous phyficians of Madtid were 
fent for. One of them was called door Andros, 
and the other doétor Oquetos, who having exd- 


| © Harpoerates, among the ancients,” was worthioped 
ae the god of filence, 
mined 
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mined the patient with great attention, were of 
opinion, that the humours of his body were in 2 
ftate of fermentation: but in nothing elfe could 
they agree. ‘© We muft make hafte, (faid An- 
dros) and purge off the humours, though they be 
crudt, while they continue in this violent agita- 
tion of flux and reflux, left they fettls upon fome 
neble part,’’ Oquetos, on the contrary, main- 
tained, that they ought to wait for the poncoctiog 
@ the humours, before they fhould employ a ca- 
thartic.””  “ But your method (refumed the firft) 
is directly oppofite to that of the prince of medi- 
cine: Hippocrates orders carthartics in the very 
firft days ef the moft ardent fever, and fays, in 
exprefs terms, that we maft be rcady to purge, 
when the humours are in the orgafm ; that is to 
fay, in a ftate of fermentation.” ‘¢ O! theie 
you are miftaxen, (replied Oquetos) Hippocrates, 
by the word orgafm, does not underftand the fer. 
mentation, but the concoétion of the humours.” 

Upon this, the do¢tors grew paflionate: one 
yepeated the Greek text, and quoted all thofe 
‘authors, who had explained it in his way: the 
other, relying ana Latin tranflation, pronounced 
it in a tone ftill more vociferous, Which of them 
was in the right? Don Vincent was not the man 
to decide that queftion ; but feeing himfelf obliged 
to chufe, beftowed his confidence on him who ha@ 
difpatched the greateft number of patients ; I mean 
the elde& of the two, Andros, therefore, who 
was the younger, withdrew, not without darting 
fome &rokes of railery at his fenior, on his inter- 
pretation of the word orgafm. Oquetos, whio rc- 
mained triumphant, being a. man of doctor San- 
grado’s principles, began, by ordering his paticnt 
to be copioufly blooded, deferring his cathartic | 
Vor, H, Cc ‘ untie 
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until the humours fhould be concocted : but death, 
who, without doubt, was afraid the purgation fo 
fagely delayed, would deprive him of his prey; 
prevented the conco¢tion, and carried: my matter 
off. Such was the end of Signior Don Vincent, 
who loft his life, becaufe his phyfician did not’ 


° 


underftand Greek. 
_' Aurora having celebrated her father’s funerals, 
‘nm a manner fuitable to his birth, took poffeffion of 
- His eftate,. and, being now miftrefs of herfelf; dift 
miffed fome of the domeftics, with rewards pro- 

ortioned to their feveral fervices, and, in a little 
time, retired to a caftle, which fhe had on the 
banks of the Tagus, between Sacedon and Buendia. 
I was not only one of thofe whom fhe retained, and 
carried to the country with her, but alfo had the 
good fortune to become a neceffary per(én, Not 
‘withftanding the faithful report I had made to her 
of Don Lewis, fhe was ftill'in love with that ca- 
valier ; or rather, finding herfelf unable to con+ 
quer her paffion, fhehad abandoned herfelfintirely 
to it; and being no longer under a neceffity of 
taking precautions to fpeak with me in private; 
<¢ Gil Blas, (faid fie, fighing) I cannot forget 
Don Lewis: in fpite of all my efforts to banifh 
him from. my thoughts, he is ftill prefent in my 
jmagination ; not fuch as thou haft painted him, 
‘plunged in all forts of debauch’; but fuch as I 


P 
would have him to be, tender, amorous and con- 


~ 
‘ 


‘tant.’ So faying, fhe began to-melf, and ‘could: 


not help fhedding fome tears ; which affected me 
fo much, that I could fcarce refrain from weeping 
alfo: and I could not make my court to: her more 


effe@tually, than by fympathizing with her forrow, 


_ €© T fee thon haft a very tender difpofition, my 


friend, (added fhe, after having dried her fair — 


* eyes) 
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eyes) and I am fo well fatisfied with thy zeal, that 
thou may’ft depend upon being well -recom- 
penced. Dear Gil Blas, 1 have more: occafion 
now than ever.for thy affiftance. I will difclofe to 
thee a defign, which at prefent engroiies me, and 
which thou wilt (no doubt) pronomnce very capri- 
cious. Know, that I interd to fet out immer 
diately for Salamanca, where I will difguife myfelf 
like a-cavalier, and, under the-name of Don Felix, 
get acquainted ‘with Pacheco, whofe confidence 
and friendthip I will-endeavouwr to acquire: d- will 
often fpeak to him of Aurora de Guzman, and calj 
myfelf her coufin ; by which means, he will, pers 
haps, exprefs a defire to fee‘her; and then my 
expectation will be anfwered« We will have.ewo 
different lodgings at Salamanca, in one of which I 
will pafs for Don Felix, inthe other for Aurora, 
and prefenting myfelf to. the. eyes of Don Lewis, 
fometimes metamorphofed into.a man,: and: fomer 
times in my own drefs, ¥ flatter mytelf, that 
fhall, by degrees, accomplifth my purpof. I.grant, 
(added fhe) that this is am extravagant icheme 5 
but I am hustied away by my paffion, and the 
innocence of my intention makes. me infenGble af 
the rifk I mutt run,”” __, : 
: Iwas very much of Aurora’s Spinion; with 
regard to the nature cf -her defign: neverthelefa, 
how imprudent foever I judged it, 1 ( 5k care not 
to at the pedagogue ; but, on the contrary, hegan 
to gild the pill, and undertook to prove, that this 
mad preje was no more than an agrceable frolic, 
that could have no bad confequence. My miftrefs 
was pleafed with this conftrucion : for lovers ave 
charmed with flattery, even in their moft extrava- 
gant fancies. We -now, therefore, looked upen 
this rath enterprize in no other light than that-of 
. C2 2 
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a.domedy, the fkilful reprefentation of which, it 


was our bufinefs to concert. Having chofen our - 


atters from the fervants of the family y thé parts 
were diftributed, without ‘the leaft quarre} or 
aifturbance ; becaufe we were not players by pro- 
teffion. It was refolved that dame Ortiz fhould 
a& the part of Aurora’s aunt, under the name of 
Donna Kimena de Guzman, attended by a valet 
and waiting-woman ;. and that Aurora, dreffed 
like a cavalier, fhould entertain me as valet de 
chambre, together with one of her own maide, in 
the difguife of a page, to be always about her 


perfon, The characters being thus regulated, we — 
returned to Madrid, ‘where we underftood Don: 


Lewis ftill was, but that ie would not be long be- 
fore he would fet out for Salamanca: upon which 
we ordered the neceffary dreffes to be made with 
all diligence ; and. when they were finifhed, my 
ruftre(s caufed them to be conveniently packed up, 
until we fhould find 2 proper time and place for 
putting them on. Then leaving the care of her 
heute to the fteward, the fet out, in a coach drawn 
tsy four mules, artd-took the road to the kingdom 
‘of Leon, with al} thofe of Her fervants, who had 
arts to act in her performance. 

We had already croffed Old Caftile, when the 
axle-tree ef the coach gave way, between Avila and 
Villaftor, about three or four hundred paces from 
wcaftle, which we perceived at the foot of a moun- 
tain. As night approached, we were not a litthe 
embaraffed, when a peafant, paffing by accident, 
rid us-of our anxiety, by telling us, that the caftle 
which we faw belanged to Donna Elvira, widow 
of Don Pedro de Pinares, a lady whofe character 
ke extolled fo much, that my miftrefs fent' me 
to the caftle, to beg a lodging for one night. 

_Elviga 
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Elvira did not belye the countryman’s report, but, 
‘Yeceived me.with great affability, and favoured. 
Aurora’s compliment with fuch an anfwer.as the 
defired. We repaired immediately to the caftle, 
whither our coach was dragged flowly by the 
_ Mules, and at the gate met Don Pcdro’s widow, 
who came out to receive my miftrefs. I will, pafs 
over in filence the civil things that were faid, on 
both fides, on this occafion, and only obferve, that 
Elvira was a lady pretty much advanced in years, 
but very polite, and underftood how to perform 
the duties of hofpitality as well as.any woman ir 
the world. She conduéted Aurora into a. fump- 
tuous apartment, where leaving her to repofe a 
few moments, fhe came and employed her atten- 
rion on the moft minute things that concerned us, 
Afterwards, when fupper was ready, the ordered 
the cloth to be Jaid in Aurora’s chamber, where 
they. fat down together at table, Don Pedro’s 
widow was not one of thofe people who cloud the 
honour of their entertainments with a penfive and 
difcontented air: fhe was of a gay difpofition, and 
fupported the converfation in an agreeable manner: 
expreffing herfelf with great dignity and elegance. 
J admired her underftanding, and the delicate turn 
of her thoughts, which feemed ta charm Aurora _ 
as wellasme, They conceived a friendthip for one 
another, and promifed to maintain a correfpon- 
dence by letters. Our coach could not be refitted ° 
till the following day, and as we fhould run fome 
rifk by fetting out late, it was determined that we 
fhould ftay at the caftle another night. We, in our 
turn, were ferved with a profufion of victuals, and 
our beds were no lefs comfortable than our meal. 
Next day, my miftrefs found new charms in the 
convesfation of Elvira, with whom fhe dined ina 
| C 3 SS 
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“Jarge hall, adorned with feveral pidures ; one of 


which was remarkable for the beauty and won- 
derful expreffion of the figures, though it prefented 
a very tragical fcene to the view. -A dead cavalier 
appeared lying on his back, and drowned in his 


own blood, but feemed ftill to retain a menacing. 


air, even in death. Near him lay a young lady 
in another attityde, {tretched alfo upon the ground ; 
a fword was feen plunged in her bofom, and fhe 
breathed her lait tighs, and fixing her dying eyes 
upon a young man, who feemed mortally grieved 
at the lofs of her. The painter had likewife drawn 
another figure, which did not efcape my attention ¢ 
this was an old man of a good mien, who, ftrongty 
affeGed with the obje@ts that ftruck his view, dif- 
covered as much fenfibility as the youth. One 
would have thought that each of them felt the 
fame pangs, at fight of thefe doleful images, but 
tlateach received the impreffion in a different man- 
ner, The old man feemed overwhelmed with the 
profound: forrow in «which he was plunged: but 
there was fury mixed with the affliction of the 
youth. ‘Ihe painter. had expretfed the whole with 
fuch ftrenyth, that we could fcarce withdraw our 
‘eyes from the perfcrfhance. My miftrefs having 
afked wiiat ftory the piQure reprefented; ** Ma- 
dum, ‘faid Elvira) it is a faithful reprefentation of 
the misfortunes of miy family.” -This anfwer ex- 
cited the curicfity of Aurora, who expreffed fuch an 
eager inclination to know more, that Don Pedro's 
widow could not difpenfg with promifing her the 
fatisfa@tion the defired, This promife, which was 
mac¢ befcre Ortiz, her two companions and me, 
detained us all four in the hall after dinner. My 
, miftrefs would have fent us away, but Elvira per- 
ceiving that wedonged fervently to hear the ex- 
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planation of the piéure, had the goodrefs to bid 
us ftay, faying that the ftory which the was going 
to relate, was none of thofe that required fecrecy ; 
and immediately began in thefe words. 


*CHAP, IV. 
The baleful marriage, A Novel. — 


Oger king of Sicily had a brother and a filter's 

the firft, called Mainfroy, revolted againit 
him, and lighted up a dangerous and bloody war 
in the kingdom; but had the misfortune to lofe 
two battles, and fall into the hands of the king, 
who contented himfelf with punithing his rebellion, 
by depriving him of his liberty. This clemency 


‘ferved only to make Roger pafs for a barbarian, in 


the opinion of one part of his fubjeéts, who faid 
he had ontly faved his brothe:’s life, in order to ex- 
ercife upon him a flow and inhuman revenge. But 
all’ the reft, with more foundation, imputed the 
harfh treatment that Mainfroy fuffered in prifon, 
to his fifter Mathilda alone: for the had, in effect, 
always hated the prince, and did not ceafe per- 
fecuting him as long as he lived: but the died foon 
after him, and her death was Jooked upon asa juft 
punifhment of her unnatural difpofition. 
Mainfroy having left two fons, as yet in their 
infancy, Roger wifhed to get rid of them, fearing 
that when they fhould arrive at a more advanced 
age, the defire of revenging their father would in- 
duce them to revive a fa@tion.which was pot fo 
much quelled, but that it might occafion new 
troubles in the ftate. He imparted his defign to the 
® This novel is a true Rory, on which the late Mr. 
Thomfon has founded his tragedy of Tancred and Sigif- 
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fenator Leontio Siffredi, his minifter, who to di-- 
vert him from puttmg it in execution, undertook. 


the education of prince Henriquez, the eldeft, and 
advifed him to commit the youngeft, who was 
cailed Don Pedro, to the care of the conftable of 
Sicily. Roger, perfuaded that his nephews would 
be brought up by thefe men in that fubmiffion and 
duty which they owed to him, left the princes 
to their conduét, and took upon himfelf the care of 
his niece Conftantia, who was of the fame age 
with Henriquez, and only daughter of ‘the prin- 
cefs Mathilda; he furnifhed her with women and 
mafters, and fpared riothing in ler education. 

_ ‘Leontio Siffredi had a caftle two fhort leagues 
from Palermo, at a place calied Belmont ; and there 


that minifter employed himfclf in rendring Hen-- 


riquez worthy of mounting one day, the throne of 
Sicily. He foon obferved in that prince, fuch a- 
miable qualities, that he applied himfelf to the cul- 
tivation of them, as clofcly, as if he had had no 
children of hisown. He wasbleffed, however, with 
two daughters; the eldeit of whom, ca”led Blanch, 
younger by a year than the prince, was adorned 


with the moft perfect beauty: the other named. 


Porcia, whofe birth octafioned her mother’s death, 
was ftill in the cradle.. Blanch and prince Henri- 
qucz, as foon as they were capable of love, en- 
tertained a mutual patiion ;. though they had not 
the liberty of converfing in private. The prince, 
however did not fail to find opportunities fome- 
~ times ; and knew fo well haw to profit by thefe 
precious moments, that he engaged the daughter 
of Siffredi to allow him to execute a proje& he 


had formed, Juft about this time, it happened that | 


}-contio was obliged by the king's orders, to make 
a journey into one ofthe moft remote provinces of 
4 : the 
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“the ifland: and during his abfence, Henriquez 


caufed an opening to be made in the wall of his 
apartment, that was contiguous to the chamber 
of Bianch ; fupplying it with a fliding partition of 
wood, that opened and fhut, without being per~ 
ceived ; becaufe it was fo clofely joined to the ceil- 
ing, that the eye could not difcover the artifice. 
A fkilful archjtect, whom the prince had made his 
friend, performed the work with fo aes diligence 
and fecrocy. 

Through this paffage, the ; amorous Henriquez 
introduced himfelf fometimes into the chamber of 
his miftrefe: but he did not abufe her favour: for, 
though the was imprudent enough to allow him a 
private entrance into her apartment, fhe did not 
condefcend fo far, until he had affured her, that he 
would never afk any thing that innocence could 
Mot grant. One night, he found her yery: uneafy, — 
becaufe the had heard that Roger was very ill, and 
had fent for Siffredi, as high-chancellor of the 
kingdom, in order to entruft him with his laft wil, 
She reprefented to herfelf already, her dear Hen- 
viquez on the throne, .and being afraid ef. lofing 
him in that high ftation, was under the utmoft 
anxiety ; and the tears flood, in her eyes when he 
appeared, ‘* Heavens! you weep, madam: what 
muft I think of that forrow with which I fee you 
overwhelmed ?”” ‘‘ Sit, (replied Blanch) I cannot 
conceal my alarms: the king your uncie, will foon 
ceafe to live, and you will fucceedhim. When I 
therefore forefee how far your new greatnefs will 
remove you from me, Town, I canmot be uncon- 
cerned. A monarch feldom beholds things with a 
lover’s eye, and that which was his utmoft am- 
bition while he was a fubject, affects him but 
fightly when he ison the throne. Whether it-be 


an 
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an unhappy prefage, orreafon only that infpires me, 
I feel my foul agitated with emotions that all my 
tonfidence in your goodnefs, cannot .affuage ; and 
though I dare not doubt your generofity, £ cannot 
help diftrufting my own deftiny.”” ‘‘ Adorable 
Blanch ! (replied the prinoe) your fears are-obliging, 
and jaftity my attachment to your charms: but 


the excefs of your doubts, injures’ my love, and (if _ 


i may be allowed to fay fo) the efteem which you 
owe ime, No! think not that my deftiny and yours 
can ever be feparated. Believe rather, that you will 
always be the objeét of my-happinefs and joy. Lay 
afide your fear, therefore, . and let it not difturb fuch 
endearing moments.’ “ Ah, Sir! (anfwered the 
daughter of Leontio) as foon as you are crowned, 
your fubje4ts, perhaps, will demand for your queen, 
a princefs defcended from a long race of Kings, 
’ whofe f{plendid nuptials may add new realms to 
‘yours 3 and perhaps,. alas! you will anfwer their 
expectation, even at the expence of your indinati- 
on.’ ‘Hai! why, (replied Henriquez, with fome 
warmth) why are you thus prone:to torment your- 
felf, by. raifing fuck an affli@ing image of what 
will never happen? -Should heaven difpofe of the 
‘king, my uncle, and make me. matter ef Sicily,. P | 
Awear that I will efpoufe you in Palermo, m pre- 
fence of all my court, and I invoke alt that is (a- 
cred, to confism my oath.”” : 

Siffredi’s daughter was cheared by the protefta- 
tions of Henriquez, and the reft of their converfa- 
tion turned an the king’s diftemper: on which 
occafion, Henriquez difcovered the goodnefs of his 
heart, in lamenting his uncle’s fate, with which he 
nad no great reafon to be affected: the force of 
. blood, making him regret a prince, by whofe death 
de fhould acquire a crown. Rlanch, as yet, did 


not. 
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not Know all the misfortunes that threatened her. 
The conftable of Sicily had met her coming cut ot 
her father’s-apartment,: one day: when he was at 
the caftle of Belmofit, on fome important affairs, 
was-captivated with het beauty, and next day, dé- 
manded her in marriage of Siffredi, who confented 
‘ tothe match; but Roger’s diftemper intervening, 
‘the nuptials were deferred, ‘and’ Blanch knew no-« 
thing of the matter. | 
’ One morning, juft as Henriquez had done dreff- 
ing, he was furprifed to fee Leontio, followed by 
Btanch, come into his apartment. ‘ Sir,’ (faid 
that minifter to him) the news I bring are afflicting; 
but the confolation with which they are attended 
ought to moderate your grief. The king, your 
uncle is dead, after having left you heir’ to his 
fceptre, and Sicily is fubje&t to your fway. The 
grandees of the realm, who attend your orders at 
Palermo, have commiffioned’ me to receive them 
from your mouth, and I am.come, Sir,. with my 
daughter, the firft of your new fubjeéts, to offer 
our early and fincere homage.”’ The prince, wiio 
knew very well that Roger had laboured two 
months, under a difeafe that gradually confumed 
him, was not much furprifed at this piece of news ; 
neverthelefs, ftruck with the fudden change of his 
condition, he felt a thoufand confufed emotions rife 
within his breaft;,and having mufed fome time, 
broke filence, by. addreffing himfelf to Leontio, 
. in thefe words ; ‘* Sage Siffredi, 1 fhall always look 
upon you as my father, glory in regulating my con- 
du€ by your counfel, and you: fhall be as much 
king in Sicily as I am.’’ So faying, he advanced. to 
a table, on which there was a ftandifh, and taking 
a theet of paper, wrote his.name at the bottom: of 


the page, “* What ate. you about to do, Sir,” Sos 
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Siffredi to him.) ‘I am going to manife my 
gratitude and efteem, (anfwered Henriquez) pre- 
fenting the fheet to Blanch, and faying, Receive, 
tmadam, this pledge of my faith, and of the empire 
over my inclinations which I now yield to yau."* 
Blanch took it, blushing, and made this anfwer ta 
the prince ; ‘‘ I receive with refpe@ the favours of - 
my king ; but I depend upon a father ; and I hops 
your majefty will not take it ill, that J depofite 
this paper in his hands, to be wfed as his prudence 
fhall dire& him.”” 

She accordingly gave the fubfcription of Hen- 
riquez to her father, who then obferved what till 
that moment had efcaped his penctration, He 
difcerned the prince’s fentiments, and faid to him, 
“ Your majefty hall have np caufe to reproach 
me ; for I will not abufe the canfidence’’---* My 
dear Leontio! (cried Henriquez, interrupting him) 
don’t imagine you can abufe it. Whatever ufe you 
fhall make of the-paper, I will approve of your 
determination. But gq, (added he) return to Paler- 
mo, order the preparations to be made for my 
€oronation, and tefl my {ebjects, that I will follow 
you immediately thither, in order ive their 
oaths of allegiance, and affure them of my affec- 
tion.” The aminitter obeyed his new matter’s 
orders, and with his daughter, fet out for Palermo, 

A few hours after their departure, the prince 
toak the fame road, more engroffed by his love 
than by the high rank to which he was raifed. As _ 
foon as he arrived in the city, be was faluted with 4 
innumerable fhouts of joy, and amidit the accla« | 
mations of his people, entered the palace, where 
every thing was already prepared for the ceremony, 

’ and where he found the priscefs Conftantia in deep 
niourning, and te all appearance, very much affeed 
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with Roger’s death. As they owed- one another a 
mutual compliment of condolance on the event, 
they both acquitted themfelves very handfomely ; 
but it was more cold on the fide of Henriquez, 
than on that of Conftance, who, in fpite of the 
enmity fubfifting between their families, could not 
hate the prince. He placed himfelf on the throne, 
and the princefs fat cn his right hand, in an elbow 
chair not quite fo high. The grandees of the king; 
dom took their places, each according to his rank 5 
the ceremony began, and Leontio, as high-chan- 
cellor of the ftate, and’ keeper of the late king’s 
will, opened and read it with an audible voice, 
This deed contained in fubftance, that Roger, fee- 
ing himfelf without iffue, named the eldeft fon of 
Mainfroy for his fucceffor, on condition, that he 
fhould efpoufe the princefs Conftance ; whith if — 
he refuted to perform, he fhould forfeit the crowg 
of Sicily to the infant Don Pedro, his brother. 
who fhould enjoy it on the fame terms. 
Henriquez was confounded at thefe words! the 
reftriction gave him incredible pain, which became 
till more violent, when Leontio, after having read 
the- will, pronounced to the whole affembly, “‘ My 
lords, having reported the laft intentions of the late 
king, to our new monarch,. shat generous prince 
confents to honour his coufin, the princefs Con- 
fiance, with his hand.” At thefe words, Henri- 
quez interrupted the chancellor, faying, ‘‘ Leantio, 
remember the writing which Blanch’’---° Sir, 
(faid Siffredi with precipitation, before the prince 
had time to éxplain himfelf) here it is... The graft- 
dees of the realm (added he, fhewing the paper 
to the affembly) will here fee by your majetty’s 
auguit fignature, the efteem you have for @e prin- 
cefs, and the deference you pay to the lait will of 
Vor. WeanGo D the 
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the deceafed king, your uncle. Having fpoke thefe 
words, he read the deed with wh’ch he himfelf had 
filied the paper, containing the moft folemn en- 
gazement to marry Conftance, conformable to the 
intention of Roger, The hall rung with repeated 
fhouts of all prefent, who cried, *‘ Long live our 
’ magnanimous king Henriquez :’’ for, as no body 
was ignorant of the averfion which that prince 
had. always manifefted for the princefs, it was 
feared, not without reafon, that he would revolt 


againft the condition of the will, and, by thefe . 


means, _raife commotions ‘in the kingdom. But 


the reading of this paper entirely compofed the 


minds of the nobles and people, and excited 
thofe general acclamations, which, in fecret, tote 
tured the monarch’s foul. 

~ Conftance, who, béth on account of her own 
glory, and her paffion for Henriquez, enjoyed the 
public fatistaction more than any body, chofe this 


time to affure him of her gratitude. But the prince, 


in vain, endeavovring to conftrain himfelf, re- 
ceived her compliment with great afftiction, and 
savas, indeed, infuch diforder, that he could not 
even perform what decency required. At laft, 
yielding to the violence of his paffion, he. ap- 
proached Siffredi, whom the duty of his office 
obliged to be pretty near his perfon, and, with a 
Jow voice, faid, ‘* What have you done, Leontio ? 
the fubfcription, which I put into your daughter's 
hands, was not intended for this ufe, You have 
betrayed’ ---“ Sir, (faid Siffredi, interrupting him, 
if a refolute tons) confider your own glory ; if 
you refu’e to follow the will of the king yout 
uncle, you lofe the crown of Sicily.’” ' He had no 
foonerfpoke in this fhanner, than he removed at 
& greater . ‘diftance Fom ‘the king, that Si might 
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not have an opportunity to reply. Henriquez re- 
mained in the utmoft perplexity, and felt himfelf 
agitated by contrary emotions. He was incenfed 
againit Siffredi, he could not refolve to abandon 
Blanch: bur, diftraéted between her and the in- 
tereft of his glory, it was fome time before .he 
could come to any refolution. However, he was 
determined at lait, and thought he had fallen upon 
a method to preferve the daughter of Siffredi, 
without renouncing the throne. He feigned fub- 
miffion to the will of Roger, and purpofed, while 
a difpenfation for his marriage with his coufin, 
fhould be foliciting at Rome, to gain the nobles of 
the realm by his bounty, and eftablith his power 
fo well that he fhould not be obliged to fulfil its 
conditions. 

As foon as he had formed this defign, he be- 
came more tranquil, and turning to Conftance, 
confirmed to her what the high chancellor had read 
before the whole affembly. But in the very mo- 
ment, when he betrayed. himfelf fo far as. to 
plight his troth tg her, Blanch arrived in the 
council-hall, She came thither by her father’s 
command, to pay her refpeéts to the princefs, and” 
her ears.were ftruck with the words of Henriquez,_ 
at her firft entrance. Befides, Leontio, being de- 
firous that fhe fhould have no caufe to doubt of 
her misfortune, -faid, while he prefented her to 
Conftance, ‘‘ Daughter, do homage to your queen,.’ 


“ 


and with her all the fweets of a flourifhing reign ° 


and happy marriage.’’ This terrible ftroke over- 4 


whelmed the unfortunate Blanch ! in vain fhe en-. 


deavoured to conceal her grief; fhe blufhed and _ 
grew pale alternately, and fhook through every , 
limb. Neverthelefs, the. princefs had not the leaft 


fufpicion of the caufe, but attributed the diforder i. 
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in which fhe paid her compliment, to the per- 
plexity of a young creature bred up in folitude, 

and altogether unaccuftomed to the court. It was 

qtiice otherwife with the young king: the fight of 
Blanch abafhed him ; and the defpair he obferved 

in her eyes, tranfported him quite befide himfelf. 

He did not doubt, that, jadging by appearances, 

flie believed him unfaithful. He would have been 

lefs uneafy, could he have fpoke to her: but how 

could he find an opportunity, when all Sicily, as 

one may fay, had its eyes upon him. Befides, the: 
cruel Siffredi deprived him of that hope: for read- 

ing the thoughts of thefe two lovers, in their looks, 

and willing to prevent the mifchief which the 
violence of their paffion might create in the ftate, 

that minifter, in an artful manner, carried his 

daughter out of the affembly, and fet out with her, 

dn his return to Belmont: refolved, for more rea- 

‘fons than one, to have her married as foon as 

pofible, 

They were no fooner arrived, than he made her 
acquainted with all the horror of her fate, by de- 
cJaring that he had promifed her in marriage to the 
conftable. ‘‘* Juft heaven ! (cried fhe, in a tranf- 
port of grief, which her father’s prefence could . 
not reprefs) for what direful punithment is the 
unfortunate Blanch referved !’” Her defpair was 
even fo violent, as to fufperid all the faculties of her 
foul, She was feized with an univerfal chilnefs, - 
and becoming clay-cold and wan, fwooned away 
in the arms of her father, He was affected with 
her condition ; but, though he fhared her affiiGion 
with all’ the tenderriefs of a parent, his firft re-- 
folution ftill remained unfhaken. Blanch at Iength 
recovered her fpirits, more through the exquifite 


fenfation of her grief, than through the water 
which 
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which Siffredi fprinkled on her face; and pe - 
ceiving, while fhe opened her languifhing eyes, 
“* Sir, (faid fhe, witha feeble voice) I am afhamed 
that you have feen my weaknefs; but death, which 
muft foon end my torments, will, in a little time, 
ud you of an unhappy daughter, who has dared 
to difpofe of her: heart without your. confent,”’ 
** No, my dear Blanch, (replied Leontio) live, 
and let virtue refume its empire in your breatt. 
The conftable’s paffien does you honour ; he is the 
moft confiderable match in the -kingdom,’’----' i 
efteem his perfon and his merit, (faid Blanch, in- 
terrupting him) but, fir, the king had made me 
hope’’---Daughter, (faid Siffredi, cutting her thors: 
in his turn) I know all that you can fay on that, 


fubje@&. J am not ignorant of your tendernefs for 


the prince, which, at another conjuné¢ture, J thould. 
not difapprove, You fhould even fee me eager, to 
mfure you of the hand of Henriqutz, of the ine 
tereft of his glory, and that of the fate, did not 
oblige him to bettow it on Conttance. It is on. 
that condition only, that the late king defigned 
him fer his fucceffor ; and would you have him. 
prefer you to the.crown of Sicily ? Believe me, 
Ifympathize with you in the cruel ftroke you furters 
but fince we cannot withftand the decrees of de-. 
ftiny, make one generous effort. Your glory is 
concerned, in concealing from the Kingdom the 
vain hope with which you flattered yourfelf. Your 
{ciifibility for the king, may raife reports to your 
d {advantage ; and the only means of preventing 
them, will be to marry the: conitable. In fhort, 
Blanch, this is no time to deliberate. The king 
yiclds you for a throne, and marries Conftance, 


‘Lhe conitable thas my promife, wnich I. beg you 
D3 will 
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will perform ; and if I muft ufe my authority to 
bring you to this refoluticn, I order you to comply.”” 
So faying, he Jeft her to refieét upon what: the 
had heard, hoping, that after having maturely 
confidered the arguments he had ufed, to fupport 
her virtue againft her. inclinaticn, {he would. re- 
folve, of herfelf, to give her hand to the conftable. 
In this he was not miftaken. But, what pangs 
did it coft the melancholy Blanch, before fhe came 
to that determination! She was in a condition, 
which, of all others, was: moft worthy ef com-- 
paffion! Grief for feeing her prefages of the in- 
fidelity of Henriquez changed into certainty, and 
for being conftrained in lofing him, to give herfelf- 
away to another, whom fhe could not love, cre- 
ated in her fuch violent tranfports of -affli€tion, 
that every moment was attended with new tor- 
ture. ‘If my ‘misfortune is certain, (cried the) 
how can 1 refift it without dying ? cruel deftiny ! 
why was-I fed with the moft delicious hope, 
‘when I was doomed to fuch an abyfs of mifery ! 
anc thou, perfidious lover! how durft thou be- 
trech thyfelf to another, after thou hadit promifed 
ot. tual fidelity to mé ? Haft thou fo foon forgot the 
fsith whch thou hadit fworn? As a punifiment 
£7 having fo cruelly deceived me, may heaven 
make the nuptial bed, which thou art going to 
‘tain with perjury, not a {cene of pleafure, but re- 
inurf:! may the carefies of Conftance convey poi- 
ron to thy unfaithful heart ! and may thy marriage 
te as halerul as mine! -Yes, traitor ! I will efpoufe 
tne conftable, whom I cannot love, to revenge 
216 upon myfelf, and punifh me, for having fo 
inaifcreetly chofen the objet of my love. Since 
my religion forbids me to make an attempt upon 
a » my 
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my life, the days I have to live fhall be nothing 
elfe than an unhappy feries of troubles and dif- 
quiet. If thou {till preferveft any tendernefs for me, 
thou wilt be mortified at feeing me throw myfelf 
into the arms of another ; and if thou haft entirely 
forgot me, Sicily, at leaft, may boaft of having 
produced a woman, who punithed herfelf, for 
having too fimply difpofed of her heart.’’ 

In fuch a fituation ‘did this unhappy vidi of 
love: anid duty pafs the night that preceded her 
marriage with the conftable ; and Siffredi finding 
her next day ready to comply with his defire, 
made hafte to take the advantage of that favourable 
difpofition. He fent for the conftable to Belmont 
that fame day, and married him privately to his 
daughter, in the chapel of the caftle. It was:not 
enough to renounce a crown, to lofe, for ever, a- 
perfon whom fhe loved, and beftow herfelf upon 
the object of her hatred, but fhe was alfo obliged 
to diffemble her fentiments ‘before a hufband, who 
was inflamed with the moft ardent paffion for. her, 
and naturally of a jealous difpofition. That fpoufe, 
charmed with the poffeffion of what he held moft 
dear, was ‘continually in her company, and did 
not even allow her the fad confolation of bewailing 
her misfortune in fecret. When night approached, 
the daughter of Leontio felt her affiiG@ion redouble : 
but what were her pangs, when her women, after 
having undreffed, left her alone with the conftable ! 
He afked, in a refpedtful manner, the caufe of that 
forrow with which fhe feemed to be depreffed ; 
and Blanch, perplexed by: the queftion, feigned 
herfelf indifpofed. This deceived her hufband at 
firft, but he did not long continue in his mittake : 
for, as he was really concerned at the condition 
in which he faw her, and prefied her to go to 
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his intreaties, which fhe mifinterpreted, ' prefented 
fuch a cruel image to ber imagination, that, being 
ynable to contain herfelf any longer, the gave free 
vent to her fighs and tears. What a fight was this 
for a man, who believed himfelf at the very fummie 
of his happinefs! He no longer doubted that the 
affiiction of his wife portended fomething fnifter 
to his love. Neverthelefs, though the knowledge 
of it threw him into a fituation almoft as deplor- 
able as that of Blanch, he had fuch command of 
himfel& that he concealed his fufpicions. He,re- 
doubled his intreaties, and continued to prefs his 
fpoufe to go to reft, affuring her, thac he would 
net mterrupt the repofe which fhe feemed fo much 
to want, He even offered to call her women, if 
fhe: thought that their.affiftance could alleviate ber 
indifpofition. Blanch, encouraged by this promife, 
told him, that her prefent. weaknefs only required 
2 little fleep. He pretended to believe her, and 
going to bed together, they paffed a night very 
different from thofe which Cupid and. Hymen be- 
{tow on two lovers infpired by mutual paffion, 
While Siffredi’s daughter indulged her forrow, 
the conftable endeavoured, within himfelf, to di- 
vine the caufe that rendered his marriage fo wm- 
happy. He-concluded, that there was a rival in 
the cafe ; but -was bewildered in his own imagina- 
‘tuon, when he attempted to difcover who that rival 
was; and the {fole refult of his conje@tures was, 
that he was the moft unhappy of all mankind. 


‘He had already {pent two thirds of the nightin | 


thefe agitations, when his-ears were {truck with a 
bollow noife; and. he was. nota little furprized 
to near fomebody walking foftly in the chamber. 
He believed himfelf miftaken ; for he remembered 
that he himéelf had locked the daor, after Blanch’s 
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women were gone, and drew back the curtain to 
difcover, by the evidence of his eyes, the caufe of 
the noife which he heard: but the light, which 
had been left in the chimney, was extinguifhed, 
and, in a little time, he heard the name of Blanch 
repeated feveral times, in a foft and languifhing 
tone. Then his jealous fufpicions were inflamed 
to fury, and his honour alarmed, obliging him to. 
rife, in order to prevent an affront, or take ven- 
geance for it, he feized his fword, and moved to- 
wards that fide whence the voice feemed ‘to come. 
Feeling a naked {word oppofed to his own, he ad- 
vanced, the other retired, he purfued, and the 
other vanithed from his purfuit. In vain did he 
fearch for him, who feemed to fly, through all the 
corners of the room, as much as the darknefs would 
allow: he could not find him; he ftopt, liftened 
and heard nothing. All feemed to be enchant- 
ment ! he went to the door, which he imagined 
had favoured the flight of the fecret enemy of his 
honour, but he found it faft locked as before. Not 
being able to comprehend any thing of this ad- 
venture, he called thofe of his people, who were 
neareft, and as he opened the door for that purpofe,. 
ftood in the paflage, and kept himfelf on his guard, 
that the perfon whom he fought might not efcape. 

Some fegvants hearing his repeated cries, came 
running with lights ; upon which he took a candle, 
and made a new fearch in the chamber fword in 
hand ; but found no body, nor the leaft mark of 
apy perfon’ s having beenthere, He did not even 
perceive the private door, nor the opening through 
which there was a paflage. He could not, how- 
ever, blind-fold himfelf, with regard to the circum- 
ftances of his misfortune, but remained in a ftrange. 


cenfufion of thoughts. Should he have recourfe 
to 
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to Blanch, fhe was too much concerned in the 
truth, for him.to expect an explanation from her. 
He therefore refolved to go and open his heart to 
Leontio, after having difmiffed his fervants, telling 
them, that he thought he had heard a noife in his 
chamber, but was miftaken. He met his father- 
in-law coming out of his apartment, at the diftur- 
bance he had heard, and recounted to him what 


had happened, with all the marks of extreme agi- 


tation and profound grief. 
Siffredi was furprifed at the adventure, which, 


though ie did not feem natural, he, neverthelefs,- 


believed ; and thinking that the king’s love was 
capable of any thing, was-very much afflicted with 
that confideration. But, far from flattering the 
jealous fufpicions of his fon-in-law, he reprefented 
to him, with an air of affurance, that the voice, 
which he thought he heard, and the fword thae 


was oppofed to his could be no other than phan- 
toms of an imagination mifled by jealowfy ; for, it. 


was impoffible that any body could have gone 
into his daughter’s chatnber s that with regard to 
the melanchely which he had obferved in his wife, 


it might be éccafioned by fome indifpofition ; that. 


honour ought not to be anfwerable for the vicif- 
titudes of temper; that the change of condition in 
a girl ufed to live in folitude, who fees herfelf on a 


fudden delivered to a man, whom fhe-has not had 


time to know and to love, might be the caufe of — 


thofe tears, fighs, and that fharp affliction, of 


which he complained ; that love was not to te 


kindled in maidens of a noble birth, by any other 
means than time and affiduity ; for which reafons, 
he exhorted him to calm his difquiet, redouble his 
tendernefs and care, in order to difpcfe Blanch to 
become more fenfible of his merit; and intreated 

him 
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him to return to his chamber, being perfuaded that 
his uneafinefs and diftruft were injurjes done to the 
virtue of his wife. 

The conftable made no anfwer to the remon- 
ftrances of his father-in-law ; whether he really 
began to think that he might have been impofed 
upon by the diforder of his mind, or judged it a 
wifer courfe to diffemble, than to undertake, in 
vain, to convince the old man of an event fo void 
of all probability---ge returned to his apartment, 
Jay down by his wife, and tried to obtain, by 
fleep, fome refpite from his difquiet. Blanch, on 
her fide, was not lefs uneafy than he: fhe had but: 
too well heard that which alarmed her hufband, 
and could not confider as an illufion an adventure, 
the fecret and motives of which the knew.---Sur- 
prifed that Henriquez fhould feek to introduce him- 
felf into her apartment, after having fo folemnly 
pledged his faith to Conftance, inftead of approving 
or feeling the leaft glimpfe of joy at this Rep, the 
looked upon it as a new outrage, and her heart 
‘was incenfed againft him. 

While the daughter of Siffredi, prejudiced againft 
the young king, believed him the moft unfaithful 
of men, that unhappy prince, more in love than 
ever, wifhed for an interview with Blanch, in or- 
der to encourage her againft the appearances that 
condemned him. He would have come fooner to 
Belmont for that purpofe, had he been permitted 
by the multiplicity of bufinefs in which he. was 
neceflarily engaged ; but he could not fteat away 
from court before that night. He was too well 
acquainted with all the private corners of a place 
where he had been educated, to be under any’ dif- 
ficulty of getting unfeen into Siffredils caftle : and 
he ftill kept the key of 4 private door that belong’d 

. to 
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to the garden, thro’ which he got into his old apart- 
ment, from whence he paffed into the chamber of 
Blanch.---You may imagine the aftonifhment of 
that prince when he found a man there, and felt 
a fword oppofed to his own. He had well nigh 
difcovered himfelf, and punifhed on the fpot the 
audacious wretch, who ‘durft lift his facrilegious 
hand againft his lawful king ; but the refpecd he 
owed to Leontio’s daughter, fufpended his refent- 
ment. He retired in the fame manner as he had 
‘entered, and, more afflicted than ever, took the 
road to Palermo; where arriving fome moments 
before day, he fhut himfelf up in his apartment. 
But the agitation of his fpirits depriving him of 
reft, he refolved to return to Belmont ; his fafety, 
honour, and, above all, his love, not permitting 
him to remain longer ignorant of the leaft cire 
‘cumttance of fuch a cruel adventure. 

It was no fooner day than he commanded his 
hunting-equipage to be got ready, and, under pre- 
tence of taking that diverfion, rode far into the 
foreft of Belmont, attended by his fportfmen and 
fome courtiers. He followed the chace fome time, 
the better to conceal his defign ; and when he faw 
every one eagerly engaged .at the heels of the 
hounds, he feparated himfelf from them, and, all 
alone, took his way to Leontio’s caftle. He was 
too well acquainted with the paths of the foreft to 
lofe- himfelf, and his impatience not permitting 
him to {pare his horfe, hein a little time over-run 
the diftance that feparated him from the object of 
his love. He was juft inventing fcme plaufible 
pretext to procure for himfelf a private interview 
-with the daughter’ of Siffredi, when, croffing ‘a 
fmalt road that led to one of the park-gates, he 
‘perceived hatd by two women, fitting in clofe 
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cenverfation at the root of a-tree. Ae he did not 
doubt that thefe perfons belonged to the caftle, the 
fight of them raifed within him fome emotion: 
but he was much more tranfported, when, the 
women turning towards him at the noife of his 
horfe’s feet, he Knew one of them to be his dear 
Blanch, who had efcaped from the caftle with Nifa, 
one of her women, who enjoyed the greateft fhare 
of her confidence, tp bewail her misfortune at full 
liberty. — gig b.  warnde sa * 

He flew---he threw himfelf headlong (if I may 
ufe the expreffion) at her feet; -.and- perceiving in 
her eyes all the masks of the moft profoynd affiic- 
tion, was melted at the fight. 4° Fair Blanch, 
(faid he) fufpend.the emotions of your grief: ap- 
pearances, J, confefs, reprefent me guilty to your 
eyes: buc when. you are made acquainted with. 
the defign which I have. formed in your behalf, 
that whigh you now look: upon as a crime, will 
appear to you'a proof of my innocence and excefs 
of love."”. Thefe words, which Henriquez thought 
capable of moderating, ferved only to redouble the 
affi€tion of Blanch, who would have anfwer'd 
him, had not her voice been choaked up with her ' 
fighs. The prince, aftonifhed at her diforder, 
faid, ‘‘. How, madam, can’t ¥, then, calm your 
di{quiet? By :what misfortune have I loft your 
confidence? §, who hazard my crown, and even 
my life, to keep myfelf yours !°’---’ Twas then that. 
the daughter of Siffredi, making an. effort to exe 
plain herfelf, .yeplied, ‘‘ Sir, your promifes are 
now ,unfeafanable.---Nothing henceforth can bind 
my,deftiny to yours.” “ Ah, Blanch! (faid Hen- 
riquez, intercupting her with warmth) what cruel 
words are thefe I hear! Who dares ravifh you 
from my love? Who dares oppofe the fury, of a 
— Vor. Maen Go E king, 
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King, who weuld put all Sicily if. Aamhes, rathe? 
than fuffér you to be torn from his hopes ?’’--- 
<< All your power, Sir, (anfwered Siffredi’s daugh- ~ 
ter, in a languifhing manner) cannot remove the: 
obftacles by - which we are feparated.--- am the . 
conftable’s wife’*---** The conftable’s wife !"’ (cried __ 
the prince, ftaggering backwards, and unable: to- 
go on.) He was confounded and overwhelmed 
by this unexpected blow : his ftrength forfook him, 
and he dropt down at the root of a tree that grew- 
behind himi---Pale, trembling, atid’ deptefs’d,- he 
lad nothing free but His eyes, which he fixed’ 
upon Blanch, in fuch a manner.as gave her to- 
underftand how deeply affeéted he was with the 
unhappy tidings fhe had declared. She, on the 
other hand, looked upon him ‘with ‘an ait which’ 
convinced him, that her emotions were little. dif- 
ferent from thofe he.felt; and thefe two unferte- 
nate lovers préferved,' between them,:a filence’ 
that had fomething terrible in ff.” “At length “thio 
prince, -recollecting himfelf a little, by an. effort’ 
of his courage, refumed the difcourfe, and faid to’ 
- Blanch with a figh, ‘* What have you dofie, ma-: 
dam? Yourcredulity has ruined: me, and. endene: 
yourfelf.”” Pe cag Se) Sah, ot 
* Blanch, piqued at the prince’s feerting to up- - 
braid her, when fhe thought the had much’ more 
daufe to‘comiplata of ‘hith, replied, ‘* What, Sir} 
do you. add diffimujation to infidelity? Would 
you have me difcredit my own eyes arid edrs, and 
believe you innotent; in {pite of the evidence of 
My fenfes?:-No, Sir, F own myfelf incapable’ of 
fuch an eHort -of -reafon.’’---** Neverchelefs,: ita-" 
dam, (ahfwered the king) you are impofed ‘upon: 
by thefe very’ witnefles which feem fo. faithful: 
évort they’ hate alfifted in betraying you; and that 
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J am mnocent and faithful, is no -Jefs.erve than 
that you- are the conftable’s wife,” << How, Sir! 
{faid fhe) did not I hear you confirm to Conftance 
the prefent of your hand and heart ? Have you not 
- affured the nobles of the kingdom, that you 
would fulfil the conditions of the late king’s will? 
and has rot the princefs received the homage of 
your new fubjects, in quality of queen and fpoufe 
of Henriquez? Were my eyes then bewitched ? 
Say, fay rather, unfaithful prince! that you did — 
mot think Blanch ought to ballance in your heart 
the intereft of athrone; and, without ftooping to 
feign a paffion that you no longer feel, and per- 
haps never felt, confefs that the crown of Sicily 
appeared to you. more fixed with Conftance than | 
with Leontio’s daughter,---You are in the right, 
Sir: a fhining throne was no more my due than 
the heart of.a prince, fuch as you are, I was too 
vain to pretend to either; but you ought not -to 
have indulged me in my error.---You know the 
alarms I felt on account of lofing you-; a mit 
fortune that then feemed to me almoft inevitable. 
Why did you incourage me with hope? Would 
to heaven my fears had not been diffipated! I 
fhould have accufed fortune, not yous and you 
would have, at leaft, preferved my heart, tho° at 
the expence of a hand which no other fheuld ever 
have obtained. Itis now no time to juitify your- 
felf: I am the conftable’s wife ; and that I may 
_ fpare myfelf the confequence of a converfation, that 
makes my glory blufh, give me leave, Sir, without 
failing in that refpe& which I owe you, to quit the 
prefence of a prince, whom I am no. longer at likesty 

to hear,” ‘fc. it 
So faying, fre left Henriquez with as much 
hafte as her prefent weak condition would allow. 
E 2 ‘* Stop, 


40 The ADVENTURES of 


** Stop, ‘madam! (cried he) anddd not drive to 
defpair a prince, who will rather overturn that 
throne, which you upbraid him with having pre- 
ferr’d to you, than fulfil the expetation of hit 
new fubjeds,””. .“« That facrifice (faid Blanch) és 
at prefent vain. ‘While I am marriéd to-the ¢on- 
table, thefe generous tranfports Will not avail : 
fince I am then ho longer at liberty, it is of final 
importance to me that you redute Sicily to afhes, 
or to whom you give your hand. I€-¥ have been 
weak enough to fet my heart be furprifed, I fhall 
at leaft have fortitude enough to ftifie its emo- 
tions, and let the new king of Sicily fee, that the 
conftable’s wife is no longer the lover of prince 
Henriquez."’ When fhe pronouriced thefe words 
being clofe to the park-gate, fhe entered -it of a 
fudden with Nifa; and, locking it’on the other 


fide, left the prince overwhelmed wifh forrow. » 


He could not recover the blow ‘which Bhinch 
had given him; by the account of her’ marriage. 
 Unjuft Blanch! (cried he) you‘have loft all re- 
Memibtance’ of out mutual engagement! In fpite 
of our reciprocal vows, we are for ever parted ; and 
the idea which I had cherifhed of poffefing your 
charms, was no more than a vain iflufion. Ah, 
cruel maid! how dearly did I buy your approbation 
‘of my flame!” ~ a 


Then ‘the image of his rival's Kappinefs pre-— 


fented itfelf to-his fancy, with all the hortors of 
jealoufy ; which took fach full poffeffion of his 
foul for forne moments, that he was on the point 


of facrificing the conftable, and even Siffredi him- 


fclf, to his refentment.---Reafor, haweve-, ty dc- 
grees, allayed the violence of his tramfports: but 
the. inipofhbility ie petceived of badifhing from 
Blanch the impreffiens the retained of his infide- 

| lity, 
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dsliry, threw him again into defpair.-«-Fe flattered 
him({e}f with the hopes of effacing them, provided | 
he could converfe with her at liberty; for which 
purpofe, judging it neceffary to remove the conftable, 
he refolved to have him apprehended, as a perfon 
fufpedcted of defigns againft the flate. He accord- 
ingly charged with this office the captain of his guards, 
who, repairing to Belmont, fecured his perfon in 
the twilight, and brought him prifoner to the oaftle 

of Palermo. Be ech 
This incident filled all Belmont with confterna- 
tion, Siffredi fet out immediately to offer him- 
{elf to the king, as fecurity for his fon-in-law, and 
to reprefent the troublefome confequences of fuch 
an arreft. The prince, who expected: this ftep 
of his minifter, and who was refolved, at all 
events, to obtain a free interview with Blanch, be-- 
fore the conftable fhould be releafed, had exprefsly, 
ordered that no perfon whatever thould {peak with 
bim till next day. But Leontio, notwithftand- 
ing this order, finding means to get accefs to the 
king’s chamber, prefented himfelf before him, 
faying, ‘* Sir, if a Joyal and refpectful “fubjec 
may be allowed to complain of his mafter, I am 
come to complain of you to yourfelf.---What 
crime has my fon-in-law committed? Has your 
Inajeity duly refie&ted on the eternal reproach you 
have fixed upon my family; and on the con- 
fequences of an jmprifonment, which may alineate 
from your fervice the hearts of thofe who fill the 
moft important pofts of the realm?’ ‘* I have 
certain intelligence, (replied the king) that the 
conftable carries on a criminal correfpondence with 
the infant Don Pedro.” ‘‘ Criminal correfpon- 
dence | (cried Leontio, with furprize) do not 
believe it.---Yourmajefty is impofed upon; treat 
E 3 {oss 
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fon ‘never entered the family of Siffredi; and’ the 
conftabie’s beifig my fon-in-law, is enough to fcreen 
him from all fufpicion,---The conftadle is inmocéent’s 
but other fecret views have itfductd : bbe to atreft 
him. 22 Moyen ee 
« Since you tale’ to" “ne to freely; (eeplied the 
king).I will fpeak to you in thé “fame manner.--- 
You complain of the conftable's Stig imiprifon'd’: 
what! have I not more caufe to complain of your 
cruelty. ’Tis you, barbarcus Siffredi! who have 
Fobbed me of my ‘quiet, and reduced nie, by your 
efticious cares, to a condition that makes me envy 
the loweft of mankind. But don't flatter yourfel 
that I will enter into your fcheriés :---my marriage 
with Cenftance is refolved upon in ¥ain.”’--** How; 
Sir! (cried Leontio, trembling)‘can you refefe-to 
marry the: princefs, after havify’ flattered her with 
that hope: before -your whole-- people?” “* If ¥ 
deceive their expectation, {replied the king) aferibe 
it folely'to yourfelf. Why did you lay me under a 
neceflity-of prdénfifing that which I could het per- 
form? Who compelled you to fill a paper which I 
gave youkdaughter, withthe name of Conftance ? 
You Was not ignorant of my intention.---You ty- 
rannized over-the heart of Blanch, in making her 
Marry a man-whom fhe did sor love. But what 
Tight had yoa te difpofe of mihe, in favour of a. 
princefs:Wwhom T hate ?.--Have you fotgot that the 
is the daughter of that cruel- Mathilda, who, 
trample under her feet all the ties of blood and 
humanity; made my father breathe his taft, under 
all the rigours of captivity * And fhall ¥ efpoufe 
her? No, Siffredi! lay afide that Kope.---Before you 
fee the torch of thefe direful nuptials Highted, you 
willfee all se) ty aula ane its Cees quenched 
in biood |". 
: «What 
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“€ What do 1 hear! (cried Leontio) Ah, Sir! 


“what a profpeé& have you fhewn me? What ter- 


fible threats !---But I am unfeafonably alarmed, 
(added he, in another tone) you love your fub- 
jets too well, to entail upon them fuch mifery. 


‘You will not allow yourfelf to. be overcome by 
Jove.---You will not tarnifh your virtucs with the 


weakneffes of ordinary men, If I have beftowed 
my daughter on thc corftable, it was done, Sir, 
with a view of acquiring for your majefty a valiant 
fubjeét, who can fupport with his arm, and the 
troops which are at his difpofal, ‘your interett 
againtt that of the prince Don Pedro. I thought 
that in attaching him to my family, by fuch inti- 
mate ties---"" ‘* Ha! thefe are the tics, (cried 
the prince Henriquez) thefe are the fatal ties that 
have undone 'me! Cruel friend! ‘why did you in- 
Aict fuch a heavy ftroke upon mé? Did I order 
you to manage my concerns at the expence of my 
heart ? Why did you not leave me to’ fupport my 
rights by myfelf? Did I want courage to reduce 
thofe who fhould rebel azainft me? I fhould have 
known how to panith the comftable, had he dif- 
obeyed me. know that kings ought not to be 
tyrants, and that the happinefs of their people 
fhould be their chief aim; but mutt they therefore. 
be the flaves of their fub} ects, and from the mo- 
ment that heaven chufes them to govern, lofe the 
Tight that nature grants to all men, of difpofing. 
their affeGions as they pleafe? Ah! ifthey mutt 
not enjoy the privilege of the loweft clafs of mor- 
tals, take back, Siffredi, that fovereign power 
which you would confirm at the expence of my 
renofe.’ 

‘ee You. know very well, Sir, (replied the mi- 


nifter) that. yourcmarriage with the princefs was, 
by 
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by the late king, made the condition of your fuc- 
ceffion to the crown,”’---** And what right (an- 
f{wered Henriquez) had he to eftablith that difpo- 
fition ? Had he received fuch an unworthy law, 
when he fucceeded to his brothor king Charles ? 
And ‘how came you to be fo weak as to fubmit to 
the unjuft condition ? For an high chancellor, me- 
thinks, you are very ill informed of our cuftoms. 
In a word, tho’ I have promifed my hand to Con- 
ftance, it was not a voluntary engagement, . there- 
fore Ido not intend to keep my word; and if Don 
Pedro, from my refufal, conceives the hope of 
mounting my. throne, without engaging the people 
in a quarrel, which might coft- too much blood, 
let the {word decide, in fingle combat, which of 
us is moft worthy to reign.”” Leontia, not daring 
to urge him any farther, contented himfelf with 
afking, on his knees, the enlargement of his fon- 
in-law, which he obtained.---°* Go, (faid the king . 
to him) return to Belmont, whither the conftable 
swill foon follow you.’? The minifter went away, 
and got back to Belmont, perfuaded that his fon-in- 
law would not be long behind him. But in this he 
was miftaken: Henriquez refolved to fee Blanch that 
night, and therefore deferr’d the releafe of her 
hufband till next day. 

Mean while the conftable was tortured with the 
moft cruel refle€tions: his imprifonment had open’d 
his eyes, with regard to the true caufe of his mif- 
fortune: he therefore abandoned ‘himfelf intirely 
to his jealoufy; and renouncing the allegiance he 
had hitherto fo commendably preferved, breathed 
nothing but vengeance. As he concluded that the 
king would not fail of being with Blanch that 
night, in order to furprife them together, he 
begged the governor of the ¢aftle of Palermo to 

_ let 
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let him go ont, affuring hin that he would return 
to prifon next morning before day. The gover- 
nor, who was intirely devoted to him, confentcd to 
this the more eafily, as hc knew that Siffredi had 
already obtained his liberty, and even furnithed 
him with 4 horfe to carry him to Belmont; where 
the comtable being arrived, he tied his horfe to 
a tree, entered the park by a little door, of 
which he had the key, and was fo lucky as to get 
into the caftle unperceived. He went ttraight to the 
apar:ment of his wife, and concealing himfelf 
in an anti-chamber behind a ferecn, which he 
found there, propofed to obferve from thence all 
that fhould pafs, and to appear fuddenly in Blanch’s 

chamber, at the leaft noife he fftould hear.---While 
he was inthis fituation, he faw Nifa come out from 
hee miftrefs, and: retire tothe clofet where fhe 
lay. 

Siffredi’s daughter, who had eafily difcerned the 
motive of her hufband’s imprifonment, concluded 
that he would not return that night to Belmont, 
altho® her father had told her, the king af- 
(ured him the conftable would fet out foon after 
him, She did not doubt that Henriquez would — 
take the advantage of that conjuncture to vifit and 
converfe with her at liberty ; and in this opinion 
the waited for the prince, in order to reproach him 
with an action whicl might have terrible con- 
fequences, in regard to her.---Accorcingly, in a 
little time after Nifa had withdrawn, the partition 
opened, andthe king came and threw himfelf at 
B'anch’s feet, faying, ‘* Madam, do not condemn 
before you have given me the hearing: if I have 
ordered the eonftable to be imprifoned, confider 
that it was the only means I had lefe to juftify my- 
felf; therefore. impute that artifice to ies 

alone. 
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alone. Why did you, this morning, refnfe to 
hear me? Alas! to-morrow your hufband will be 
enlarged, and I fhall never have an opportunity of 
{peaking to you again. Hear me, then, for this 
laft time :+--if the lofs of you makes me the\ moft 
forlorn of mankind, at leaft grant me the melan- 
choly confolation of convincing you, that my in- 
fidelity is not the caufe of my misfertune ¢ for tho’ 
I confirmed to Conftance the offer of my hand, it 
was what I could not difpenfe with doing, in the 
fituation to which your father had reduced me.—- 
There was a neceffity for my deceiving the prin- 
cefs, for your intereft as well as my own, in order 
to fecure to you the crown as well as the perfon of 
your Jover. This I flattered myfelf with accom- 
plithing, and had already taken meafures to break 
that fatal engagement ; but you-have deftroyed my 
plan, and, by giving yourfelf away too inconfider- 
ately, laid upa fund of eternal forrow for two hearts, 
which might have. been rendered happy by the sai 
inviolable love!” 

He ended this complaint with fuch vifible 
marks of real defpair, that Blanch was touched 
with his condition, and no langer doubted his in- 
mocence, which at firit gave her fome joy; but 
afterwards, ftung with the confideration’ of her 
misfortune, Ah, Sir! (faid fhe to the prince) 
after the cruel determination of our fate, you in- 
creafe my affliGtion by letting me know that you 
were not guilty ! What have J done ? Ugfortunate 
that I am! my refentment has betrayed me! J 
thought myfelf. abandoned, and in revenge ac- 
cepted of the conftable’s hand, which was pre- 
fented by my father ! I am guilty ef the crime, 
and have been the caufe of our mutual mifhap! 
Alas! while accufed you of having deceived me, 

it 
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it was ¥, too credulous lover! it was I who broke 
thofe bonds which I had fworn to keep for ever 
inviolate ! Revenge yourfelf, Sir, in your turn.--- 
Hate the engrateful Blanch :---forget her.”” “‘ Ah, 
madam! (faid Henriquez, interrupting her with a 
melancholy air) how fhall I find means to tear 
from my heart a paffion, which even your injuftice 
cannot extinguifh !’?-—“ You muit however, Sir, 


‘make that effort;’’ (replied Siftredi’s daughter, 


fighing.) ‘* What! are you capable of that 
effort yourfelf ?”’ (faid the king.) ‘ Icannot pro- 
mife to fucceed ; (anfwered fhe) but I will fpare 
no pains in the endeavour.”” ** Ah, crue) _Blanch ! 
(faid the prince) you will: eafily forget Henriquez, 
fince you are able to form fuch a defign!”> “ And 
what can you expe& ? (réplied fhe, in a more re- 
folute tone) Do you-flatter yourfelf, that I will al- 
low you to continué your addreffes? No, Sir, 
abandon that hope. Though I was not born to be 
a queen, heaven never formed me to liften to dif- 


‘honourable love, My bufband, as well as you, 


Sir, is defcended from the noble houfe of Anjou ; 
and if my duty did not raife an infurmountable 
obftacle to your gallantry, my glory would hinder 
me from enduring it: I conjure you, therefore, to 
retire. We -muft fee one another no more.” 
Heaveris! what barbarity ! (replied the king) Ah, 
Blanch! is it poffible that you- fhould treat me 
with fuch rigour? You do not. think then, that 
your being in the arms of the conftable, is enough 
to overwhelm me? you muft alfo forbid me your 
fight, the only ‘confolation I had deft! ‘* Fly me, 
rather, (anfwered the daughter of Siffredi, fhedding 


fome tears) the fight of what one tenderly loves, 


ceafes to he pleafing, when the hope of poffefling it 
is loft, - Adieu, Sir! Fly fromme, You owe tha 
effor 
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effort to your own glory and my reputation. I afk 
it alfo, for my quiet: for in fhort, although my 
virtue fhould not be alarmed by the emotions of my 
heart, the remembrance. of your tendernefs will 


entail upon me fuch cruel conflidts, that I thall{ca co - 


have flrength enough to maintain them.” 

She pronounced thefe words fo paffionately, that 
fhe unwittingly overturned a candleftick which 
ftood on a table behind her ; and the candle going 
out in falling, fhe tcok it up in order to light it 
again, for which purpefe, the opened the door of 
the antichamber, and went to the tlofer of Nifa, 
who was nct yet gene to bed. The king, who 
waited for her return, no fooner faw her approach 
with the light, than he made preffing inftances to 
her, that the wouid fuffer his attachment. The 


conitable hearing the prince’s voice, rufhed into “ 


the chamber {word in hand, almo@ at the fame 
time thathis wife entered, and advancing towards 
Henriquez with all the refentment that his rage 
in{pired, This is too: much, tyrana! (cried he) 
don’t think that Iam fo bafe as to endare the, af- 
front thou haft done my honour.”” Traitor, ‘(re- 
plied the king, putting himfelf in a pofture of 
defence) don’t imagine that thoy art able to 


execute thy defign with impunity, With thefe | 


words they began.a combat which. was tco furicus 
tolaftlong: the conftable fearing that Siffredi and 
his fervants, alarmed at the cries of Blanch would 
f90n come and oppcfe his vengeance, fought with- 
out caution, His rage divefted him of, all judg4 
ment; he took his meafures fp i], that he,run ypor 
his adverfary’s word, which entared.his body to the 
hile, ‘and the moment he fell, “ahe a checked his 
ae ert ee Ce fe 
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Leontio’s daughter, touched with. the condition 
in which fhe faw her hufband, and furmounting 
the natural relu€tance fhe had for him, threw her- 
felf on the floor, and fupporied him with the moft 
eager concern. But that unhappy fpoufe was too 
much prepoffefied againft her, to be affeéted with 
thefe expreffions of her grief and compaiiion, 
Death, whofe approaches he felt, could not fup- 
prefs the tranfports of his jealoufy ; he faw nothing 
in his laft moments, but the happinefs of his rival, 
and that idea appeared fo horrid, that recolleGQing 
all the ftrength he had left, he lifted the fword 
which was ftill in his hand, and plunged it in the 
breaft of Blanch. ‘“‘ Die, (faid he, while he ftabbed 
her) die, unfaithful woman, fince the ties of mar- 
riage have been too weak to preferve that faith 
which you fwore to me at the altar! And thou, 
Henriquez, (added he) boaft not of thy fate. Thou 
canft not enjoy my misfortune, and therefore I die 
fatisfied.’” Having fpoke thus, he expired, and 
his countenance, covered as it was with the fhades 
of death, {till retained fomething fierce and {errible. 
That of Blanch prefented quite a different fpedctacle. 
The low fhe received was mortal ; fhe fell upop 
the body of her dying fpoufe, and the blood of this 
innocent victim was mixed with that of her mur- 
derer, who had executed his cruel refolution fo 
fuddenly, that the king had not time to prevent 
M6 effects. 

That unfortunate prince Gene Blanch fall, ut- 
teced a loud cry, and more. contounded than the 
with the blow that robbed fey of life, haftened tp 
giye her the fame fuccome that the had offered to 
BRhe conftable. But the faid, .with .a faultering 
voice, ** Sir, you may fpare yourfelf the trouble, 
I am the vi@tim which unpicying fate demands : 

Vor, iW, F : may 
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may it appeafe the wrath of heaven,:and fesure 
the happinefs of your reign.’” As fhe pronounced 
thefe words, Leontio, brought thither by her cries, 
entered the chamber, and ftruck with’ the objeéts 


. that prefented themfelves to his eyes, became mo- 


tionlefs where he ftood; while Blanch, without 
perceiving him, continuing to fpeak to the king, 
faid, ‘* Adieu, prince, cherifh my memory. My 
love and misfertunes claim that favour. Entertain 
no refentment againft my father. Comfort his age 
and forrow, and do juftice to his zeal, Above all, 
make my innocence known. This is what I re- 
commend to you more than any thing. Adieu, my 
deat Henriquez: ---1 die---'reeeive my laft breath,” 
So faying, the expired ; and the king having kept 

a melancholy filence for fome time, faid to Sitfredt, 
swho feem’d overwhelmed with woe, “ Behold, 
Leontio, contemplate your own work, and in this 
tragical event, confider the fruit -of your officious 
‘care and zeal for me !’’---The old man was fo pe- 
‘netrated with forrow, that he made ‘no reply--- 
But why fhould I pretend to defcribe thofe things 
awhich no language can exprefs? Let it fuffice to 
fay, that beth uttered the moft moving complaints, 
as foon as the greatnefs of their afiction allowed 
‘them the ufe of fpeech, The king althis life pre- 
‘ferved the moft tender remembrance of his miftrefs, 
‘and could never be prevailed upon to marry Con- 
ftance, who being joined by the infant Don Pedro, 
they fpared nothing to avail themfelves of Roger's 
‘Jaft will : but they were-at la@ obliged to yield te 
‘prince Henriquez, who fubdaed all his enemies, 
As for Siffredi, the grief he felt for having been the 
‘caufe of fo: many misfortunes, detached him. frota 
the world, and rendred-his native country infup- 
‘portable to him: hhc therefore abandoned Sicily, 
: 7 2s and 
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and croffing over into Spain, with Portia, the only 
child he had left, purchafed this scaftle, where he 
lived near fifteen years after Blanch’s death, and 
had the comfort before he died, of feeing Portia 
fettled : fhe married Don Jerome de Silva, and } 
am the only fruit ef that marriage. This (added 
the widow of Don Pedso de Pinares) is the hiftory 
of my family, and a faithful account of the misfor- 
tunes reprefented in that pi@ure, which my grand- 
father, Leontio, ordered to be drawn as a monu- 
ment of that fatal adventure to his pofterity, 


CHAP, V. 
“The hatin of Aurora de Gufman, at Salamanca, 


R TIZ, her companions, and I, having heard 

this relation, withdrew, and left Aurora with 
Elvira in the haH, where they fpent the reft of the 
day in converfation. Far from being tired with 
one another, next day when we fet out, they were 
as much affected at parting, as two friends who 
have long lived agreeably together. 

At laft we arrived (without meeting any bad ac- 
cident) at Salamanca*, where we immediately took 
a houfe ready furnifhed, and dame Ortiz, as we 
had concerted it, affumed the name of Donna Ki- 
mena de Gufman. She had been too longa du- 
enna not to be a good actrefs ; accordingly going 
out one morning with Aurora, a waiting-maid, and 
valet, fhe repaired to a houfe where lodgings were 
let, and where we underftood, Pacheco xfually 
lived. Having asked if they had an apartment 


* Salamanca is one of the Jatgeft cities in Spain, fitua- 
ted on the banks of the river’Tormes in the einedoes of 
Leon, and famous fog its oniverfity. 3 
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to be lét, they anfwered in the ‘affirmative, and 
fhewed her into one: pretty handfomely furnithed, 
which fhe hircd immediately, giving earneft to the 
landiady, and telling her, that it was defigned for 
one of her nephews who was coming from Toledo to 
fludy at Salamanca, and would arrive that very day. 
‘Fhe duenna and my miftrets having fecurcd this 
lodzing, went, bome again, and the fair Ayrora, 
without lofing time, transforined herfelf into a ca- 
valier ; covering her black hair with a lisht-co- 
loured tour, painting her eye-brows ofthe fame 
complexion, and adjuRing herfelf in fuch a man- 
ner as that the might very well pafs for a young 
nebleman, Her carriage was. free and eafy, and 
excepting her face, whicl: was a little- too hand- 
sone for a man, nothing could poffibly betray her 
difguife : her.maid, who was to ferve in quality of 
page, took the drefs alfo, and we were. under no 
apprehenfion of her ill aéting, for the had a good 
modeft afurance in her air, which was very well 
adapted for the partfhe was to play. In the after- 
noon, thefe two actreffes being in a condition ta ape 
pear on the ftage, that is, in the lodging which had 
been taken, I accompanied them thither in a coach, 
with all the baggage we fhould have occafion for. 
The Jandlady, whofe name was. Bernarda Ra- 
mirez, received us with great civility, and con- 
ducted us to our apartment, where we began to en- 
ter into converfation, and agreed with her for our 
board by the month. Then afking if fhe had a 
good many boarders, fhe replied, ‘“I have none at 
prefent. I might have abundance, if I would take 
all forts of people ; but I receive none but young 
noblemen ; and. I expe& one this evening, who 
comes from Madrid to fimith his ftudies. His name 
is Don Lewis de Pacheco ; Pome you may have 
_ heard 
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heard of him,’’ ‘* No, (faid Aurdéra) I know no- 
thing of him, and you will oblige me by tetting me 
knew what fort of a man he is, firice 1 am to lodge 
in the fame houfe with him.”* “ Sir {anfwered the 
landlady, looking at this falfe cavalier) he is quite 


_@ fine figure, and pretty much of your own make: 


Ah! how happy you will be in one another ! By 
St. Jago, I may boaft of having at my houfe two 
of the moft handfeme noblemen in Spain.” ‘¢ This _ 
Don Lewis (replied my miftrefs) has doubtlefs a 
thoufand love-intrigues in Salamanca?” “ Yes, I'l? 
affure you, (faid the old woman) he is a brisk gal- 
lant, upon my word. He has no more to do, but 
fhew himfelf and conquer ; and among others, he 
has quite captivated a lady of youth and beauty, 
whofe niame is Ifabella, an oid lawyer's daughter, 
who is fond of him to diftraétion.”” “* And tell me, 
good mother, (cried Aurora, interrupting her with 
precipitation) is he as much in love with her ?’”: 
““ He was, (replied Bernarda Ramirez) before his 
departure for Madrid ; but I know not if he re- 
tains his paffion for her ftill; for in thefe y oints he is 
not much to be depended upon ; but fkips from wo- 
man to woman, as all young gentlemen ufually do.” 
The good widow had fcarce done ‘fpeaking, 
when hearing a noife in the court-yard, we looked 
through the window, and perceived two men alight- 
ing from their horfes : thefe were no other than 
Don Lewis de Pacheco himfelf, juft arrived from 
Madrid, with his valet de chambre. Upon which, 
the old woman left us, in order -to. receive him, . 
and my mittrefs prepared herfelf (not without 
emotion) to play the part of Don Felix. Don 
Lewis, in a fhort time, entered our apartment in 
his boots, and faluted Aurora, faying, “* Under- 
ftanding that a young nobleman of Toledo is a 
. Fioa lodger 
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lodger here, I beg leave to exprefs my jcy in hav- 
ing him for:acompanion.”” While my miftrefs 
returned this compliment, Pacheco feem’d (urprifed 
to fee fuch an amiable cavalier; and could not 
help telling her, that he had never before. beheld: 
any man fo handfome and genteelly made. A great 
many civilities paffed on both fides, after which, 
Don Lewis retired to the apartment allotted for 
him. . 
While he was fhifting and dreffing, a fort of 
page who wanted to deliver a letter to him, meet- 
ing Aurora op the ftair-cafe by accident, miftook 
her for Don Lewis, and giving her the billet, faid, 
“€ Signior cavalier, though I had never before 
feen Signior Pacheco, I believe I need not ask if 
you are he; being perfuaded that I am not mif- 
taken.”’ No, fricnd, (replied my. miftrefs, with 
admirable prefence of mind) your are affuredly not 
miftaken ; and you acquit yourfelf of your com- 
miffion furprifingly well. I am Don Lewis de Pa- 
checo 3 you may return ; and I will take care te 
fend an aniwer very foon. The page difappearing, 
Aurcra fhut herfcif up with her maid and me, and 
epening the letter, read thefe words.--- 


“<< W iTH what joy did I receive the news of 
¢ your arrival at Salamanca! My tranfport 
«“ had well nigh got the better of my reafon ! --- 
s¢ But is Habella ftill dear to you ? Make hafte, 
* and affure her in perfon of your conftancy : tho" 
<* the will fcarce be able to fapport the pleafure of 

* © finding you unshanged !”” 


_ © This billet, (faid Aurora) proclaims. the vio- 
ence of the author’s paffion; and the lady is a 
rival net to be contemned. I muft {pare nothing 


to detach DonLiewis from her, and eves to hinder 


him 
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him from feeing her: the undertaking, I own, is 
difficult ; but neverthelefs, I don’t defpair of fug= 
cefs."” Accordingly my miftrefs having mufed a 
minute or two, added, ‘ I'll engage there thall be 
a breach between them in. Jefs than four and twenty 
hours.’’ Pacheco having. taken a little repofe in his 
own apartment, returned to ours, and renewed his 
converfation with Aurora before fupper. . ‘‘ Signior 
cavalier, (faid he to her, with an air of pleafantry) 
I believe the hufbands and lovers will have no 
caufe to rejoice at your arrival in Salamanca : but 
rather have reafon to be uneafy: as for my own 
part, I tremble for my eonquefts.”’ ‘‘ Harkee, (an- 
{wered my mittrefs in the fame tone) your fear is 
net ill-grounded: Don Felix de Mendofa is a for- 
midable man, I affure you. I have been in this 
country before, and know that the women here are 
not infenfible: about a month ago. in. my way. 
through this city, I ftopt: here eight days, and L 
will tell you in confidence, that I enflamed an old. 
Iawyer’s daughter. . 
I perceived Don Lewis difordered at thefe words., 
‘* May one, without being thought impertinent, 
(faid hc) ask the lady’s name?” “ How! without 
being thought impertinent ! (cried the pretended 
Don Felix) why fhould I make a myftery of it ta 
you? D’ye think me more referved than other. 
noblemen of my age? You muft not do me fuch. 
injuftice. Befides, between you and me, the-ob- 
ect does not deferve fuch delicacy. She’s only a 
pitiful citizen ; and a man of quality, you know, 
is never ferioufly engroffed by fuch Abigails ; buy 
thinks he does them an honour in debauching them. 
I will therefore, without ceremony, acquaint you, 
wich the name of the lawyer’s daughter, which is, 
Wabella.’” “ And the lawyer, (cried Pacheco, inter- 
ruptins 
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mpting her with impatience) is not he called Sig- 
nior Murcia de la Lianna?”? The very fame (re- 
plied my miftrefs) here is a letter whieh I received 
from her juft now. You may read it, and fee 
whether or not the lady “has a kindnefs for me, 
Don Lewis cafting his eyes over the billet, knew 
the hand, and was ftrack dumb with confufien, 
¢ What is the matter? (added Aurora, with an 
air of aftonithment) you change colour? I believe, 
(God forgive me!) that you have fome concern in 
this lady, Ah! how vexed am T for having fpoke 
of her fo freely !” 

“< I think myfelf obliged to you for your ‘infor. 
mation, (faid Don Lewis ina tranfport of anger 
and difdain) Perfidious, fickle creature! Don Fe- 
. ix, Iam bound to you forever. You have ex-’ 
tricated me out of an error, in which I might have 
remained a long time. I thought myfelf beloved, 
Beloved, did I fay, I believed miyfelf adored by 
that Ifabella. Ihad, indeed, fome regard for the 
creature ; but now I fee fhe is a coquet who 
deferves ‘nothing but contempt.” “ "I applaud 
your refentment, (faid Aurora, feigning indigna- 
tion in her turn) a lawyer’s daughter oyght to 
think herfelf very happy in having fuch an accom- 
plithed nobleman as you for her lover. Her jncon- 
ftancy is inexcufable ; and far from accepting the 
facrifice the makes of you, I intend to punith her 
by flighting her favours.’” ‘“* For my part; (re- 
plied Pacheco) the only vengeance that I fhall take, 
is never to fee her again.” ‘* You are in the right 
(cried the falfé Mendoza;) neverthelefs, that the 
may know how much we both defpife her, I think 
each of us fhould write to her an infulting letter, 
which I will inclofe in one paper, and fend as an-_ 


{ wer to ‘this her billet. But before we proceed to this: 


extremitv_ .- 
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éxtremity, confult your ‘heart, Perhaps, you will 
one day, repent of having broke with Ifabelia.”” 
‘© No, no, (faid Don Lewis) I fhall never be fo 
weak ; and in the mean time, confent to mortify 
the ungrateful creature, .as you have propofed.”? - 

1 was accordingly fent for paper, pen and ink, 
and both of them, fet about compofing very oblig- 
ing letters for the daughter of doftor Murcia de 
Lianna, Pacheco, in. particular,: could ‘not find 
terms ftrong enough to exprefs his fentiments, and 
tore five or fix half-finifhed billets, becaufe he 
thought they were not fufficiently fevere. One, 
however, he was fatisfied with at laft ; and no 
doubt he fad reafon fo to be; for it contained 
thefe words: ‘* Learn to know ycurfelf, my prin- 
** cefs, and be no longer fo vain as to believe that 
** Tlove you. Hf I be captivated, it muft be with 
“ other kind of merjt than yours, which is f{carce 
*€ fufficient to amufe ine for a few moments; and 
* only calculated for diverting the meaneft {cholaré 
§* of the univerfity.’’---This courteous letter being 
written, and Aurora having finifhed her’s, which 
was not a whit milder ; ‘fhe fealed them both, and 
inclofing them together, gave me the pacquet, 
faying, ‘‘ There, Gil Blas, be fure to deliver this 
to IfabelJa, this evening. --- You underftand' ‘m=, 
' (added fhe, tipping me the wink) the meaning of 
which I could eafily comprehend.” Yes, Sir, (an- 
fwered I) the thing fhall be done to your wifh.”’ 

At the fame time, I went out, and being in the 
treet, faid to myfelf, ‘* Oho! Gil Blas, then it 
feems you play the valet in this farce. Well, 
friend, fhew that you have wit enough to perform 
fuch a fine part. Signior Don Felix, (as you fee) 
depends fo much on yout ufiderftanding, that he 
contents himfelf. with giving you a-fign only. Is he 

ta 
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to blame for that? No. ‘I conceive his meaning ¢ 
he defires that I fhould deliver the billet of Don 
Lewis only. That is the interpretation of the 
ign, than which nothing could be more intelligi- 
ble. I did not hefitate in opening the pacqu:t, 
from which I took Pacheso’s letter, and carried it to 
the houfe of do€tor Murcia, having foon informed 
my felf whereabouts be lived. Finding the little page 
who had been at our lodgings, at.the door; Bro- 
ther, (faid I) don’t you ferve the daughter of Mr. 
doétor Murcia? When he anfwered in the affirma- 
tive, “© You have fuch an obliging phyfiognomy, (I 
replied) that I take the liberty to defire that you 
will deliver a love-letter to your miftrefs, 

The page asked from whom I breught it 3 and I 
Mo fooner told him that it came from Don Lewis de 
Pacheco, than he faid, ‘* Since it is fo, follow me, 
I have orders to bring you, in.. Ifabella wants to 
talk with yoy.’’ I allowed myfelf, therefore, to 

_ be introduced into a clofet, where I did not ftay 
long before the lady appeared ; and I was ftruck 

with the beauty of her face; having never beheld 

more delicate features. Her ajr was affected and 

childifh : but for all that, the had walked without 
leading-ftrings, for thirty. geod years at leatt, 

‘* Friend,-(faid the ta me, with a fmiling air) do 

you belong to Don Lewis de Pacheco?’ J] an- 

fwered, that I had been his valet chambre thefe 

three weeks ; and then delivered the fatal letter, 

which fhe read. over twice or thrice, and feemed 

to diftru@ the evidence of her own fenfes, It is 

very certain, fhe expected nothing jefs than fuch 

an anfwer, She lifted-up her eyes towards heaven, 

bit her Jips, and for fome time difcovered by her 

_ countenance, the pangs which ber heart endured. 
When all of a fudden, addreffing herfelf to me, 
‘“ ‘Friend, 
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** Friend, (faid the):is Don Lewis run mad ? Telf 
me if you know why he writes to me in this 
gallant ftile ? What demon poffeffes him? If he 
had a mind to break with me, could -he not have 
done it without affronting me with fuch abufive 
letters ?°” 

“© Madam, (faid 1) my mafter is certainly to 
blame ; but he was in fome meafure forced to it. 
If you will promife to keep the feeret, I will dif- 
cover the whole myftery."” ‘ I do promife ; (faid 
the, interrupting me-with precipitation) den’t bé 
afraid of my expofing you, but freely explain' yoar~ 
felf."” ** Well, then, (I refumed) this is, briefly, 
the affair. Immediately after he had received your 
letter, a lady, covered with a very thick veil, came 
to our lodging, and afking for Signior de Pacheco,. 
fpoke with him in' private a good while ; and to- 
wards the clofe of the converfation, 1 overheard 
her fay to him, “ You fwear to me that you will 
never fee her again’: but that is not all---You muft 
alfo for my fatisfaétion, this inftant, write to her. 
a billet which I will di€tate, and this I exact of 
you.” Don Lewis did as fhe defired, then putting 
the letter into my hand, ‘* Enquire, (aid he) 
where do@or Murcia de Lianna lives, and convey, 
with addtefs, this paper to his daughter Ifabetla.’° 

So that you fee, Madam, (added I) this difob- 
liging letter is the work ‘of a rival, and confe- 
quently, my mafter is not fo much to blame, ‘* O 
heaven | (cried the) he is mote fo than J imagined ! 
His infidelity injureé: me more than the fpiteful 
words which his hand wrote. Ah, the perfidisus — 
wretch! he has eritered into other engayemerits'-+- 
But (added the, affuming’a lofty air) let hirn aban 
don himfelf:to his new flame, without conftraint, 


E.don’t integd to thwart him, Tell him, a 
a a 
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had no cecation to infult-me, in order to make me 
leave the ficld tree to my rivals and that I defpife 
fuch a fickle lover too much, tq have the leat de- 
fire of recalling him.”’ , So. faying, fhe diimified 
me, and retired very much. dTitated again Don. 
Lewis ; 

While I went away very well fatisfied with my- 
felf, and perfuaded that if I fhould fet up for a 
genius, I fhould foon become a-moft dextrous cheat 
---I returned to our lodgings, where I found Men- 
doza and Pacheco at fupper, .converfing together ag 
if they had been old acquaintance. Aurora, per- 
ceiving by my chearful ccyntenance, that I-had not 
acquitted myfelf ill of my commiffion x ‘* So, thou 
art returned, Gil Blas, (faid the) give us an account 
of thy meffage.”” Being obliged to truft to. my own 
-‘fineffe again, I told them that I had delivered the 
pacquet with my own hand; and that Ifabella, af- 
ter having read the two billets doux which it con- 
tained, inftead. of feeming difconcerted, fell a 
laughing like one who had loft-her fenfes ; faying, 
** Upon ney con{cience, young noblemen have ap 
admirable ftile !. It muft be own'd, that other peoe 
ple don’t write half fe agreeably.”’ A, fine way cf 
difembarraffing -herfelf! -(cried my miftrefs) the 
muft certainly be a finifhed coquet.”’ “* As for me, 
(faid Don Lewis) I fhould never know Ifabella by 
fuch behaviour : fhe muft have entirely changed her 
character during my abfenee.” _ ¥ could: not have 

thought her (uch a perfon, indeed, (replied Aurora) 
— but we muft allow that. there are women. who 
can aflyme a great many different fhapes : I was once 
in Jove. with one of thefe, who madé me’ her dupe 
a long time: Gil Blas, you can tell that fhe had a 
air of virtue; which might bave deceived the whole 
world.” ** Yes, truly, (fid-5, mingling im the 
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converfation) fhe had a look that would have de- 
coyed the moft wary. 1, myfelf, might have been 
trapanned by it.’ - . 

The pretended Mendoza and Pacheco burft into 
a loud laugh, on hearing me talk thus: one, be- 
caufe' I bore witnefs againft‘an imaginary lady ; 
and the other, on account of the expreffion I had 
ufed. We continued difcourfing of women who 
have the art of. diffembling ; and the refult of our 
converfation was, that Ifabella was accufed in due 
form, and convited of being an arrant jilt. 

Don Lewis protefted anew, that he would never 
fee her, and Don Felix, by his example, fwore he 
would always have the moft perfect contempt for 


her. After thefe proteftations, they profeffed a 
“mutual friendthip, and promifed to conceal nothing 


from one another. Supper being over, they pro- 
ceeded to compliments ; and at laft, parted to go 
to bed, each in his own apartment. I followed 
Aurora to her’s, where I gave an exaé& account of 
the converfation I had ‘with the do€tor’s daughter; 
not forgetting the leaft circumftance.- I thought 
fhe would have embraeed me in the tranfport of 
her joy. ‘* Dear Gil Blas, (faid fhe) I am charmed 
with thy underftanding! When one is fo unfortunate 
as té be ‘engaged in a paffion which compels us to 


’ have Yecourfe to ftratagems, it is a great advan- 


tage to have in our interefts fuch a fenfible young 
fellow as thee. Courage, my friend; we have 
removed a rival who might have given us a world 
of trouble, That is no bad prognoftic: but as 
lovers are fubjc& ‘to ftrange relapfes, 1 think we 
muft make a ftrong pufh, and bring Aurora de 
Gufman om the ftage to-morrow.”’ I approved of 
the fcheme, and leaving Signior Don Felix with 
his page, retired to bed, 

Vox. i, G CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI, 


The fratagems pas by Aurora, to captivate pes 
Lewts de Pacheco. 


“HE two new friends meeting next morning, 
began the day wjth embraces, which Aurora 
was obliged to give and receive, in order to act the 
part ef Dan Felix. They went out to walk, and 
J accompanied them with Chilindron, the valet of 
Don Lewis ; when ftopping at the univerficy ta 
look at the titles of books that were pafted on the 
gate, which a good many people amufed themfelves 
in reading, J} perceived a little man among them, 
who gave his opinion of all the different works 
that were fo publithed. J obferved that he was 
heard with great attention, which I fancied at the 
fame time, .he believed was no more than his due : 
for he feemed vain and pofitive, as little men 
commonly are. ‘* That new tyanflation of Hoe 
race, (faid he) which you fee advertifed in fuch 
Jarge characters, ig a work in profe, compofed by 
an gld college-author ;---a book jn great efteem 
among the ftudents, who have already confumed 
_ four editions of it: and yet there is not one man 
of taite who has purchafed fo much as a fingle 
copy.’ His judgment was not a whit more fa- 
vourable for the other books, which he ridiculed 
withcut ex¢-ptiqn. So that, in all likelihood, he 
was an author himfelf,. J fthould not. have beea 
tired of hearing him to an end; but was obliged 
19 fojlow Don Lewis and Don Felix, who being as 
Jittle pleafed with his difcourfe, as interefted in 
the hogks which he cenfured, left him to the ens 
joyment of his own’ ‘criticifn, 
We: 
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We came home at dinher-time, and my miftrefs 
fitting down at table with Pacheco, artfully tuthed 
the converfation on her own family, ‘* My father 
(faid fhe) is a cadet of the houfe of Mendoza, and 
fettled at Tcledo ; my motler is fifter to Donna 
Kimena dé Gufman, who came to Salarnanca fome 
days ago, on an affair of importance, with her 
niece Aurora, the only datighter of Don Vincent 
de Gufman, whom, perhaps, you know.’’ “ No, 
(replied Don Lewis) but I have often heatd of hint, 


_as well as of yourcoufin Aufora. Am J to believe 


what is reported of her? I have been aifured that 
nothing equals he underftanding but her beauty.”* 
* As for. underftanding (refumed Don Felix) fhe 
has a pretty good fhare, ahd that well culcivated ¢ 
but I don’t think her fo very handfome. People 
fay that fhe and I very miuch refemble one another.”’ 


*¢ If that be the cafe, (cried Pacheto) fhe deferves 


the reputation fhe has got: your featutes ate regu 
lar ; your coufin muft be quite enchanting. I wiff 
Yhad an opportunity of feeing and converfing with 
her.” ‘°I wndettake to fatisfy: your curiofity, 
(replied the pfetended Mendoza) and will carry 
17 to my aunt’s houfe this very afterhoon,’* 
y miftrefs, all of a fudden, chatiged the difcourfe, | 
and talked on indifferent fubjedts.---After dinner, 
while they were preparing to go ahd vifit Donna 
Kimena, I was beforehand with them, and ran to 
advertife the duenna, that fhe might be ready to 
receive them; then returning inftantly, accompa. 
nied Don Felix, who cénduéted Don Lewis to the 
houfe of his aunt. But they Had fearce entered 
the houfe, when they met dame Kimeha, who de 
fited them by a figh, to make no noife. ‘‘ Huth, 
huth, (faid fhe, with a low voice) you will wake 
my niece who has been tormented fince yefterday, 
si. 4c 2 With 
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with’a terrible head-ach, which has juft left hers 
and the poor child has been afleep about a quarter’ 
of an hour.’’ ‘© Iam forry for this difappointments! : 
(faid Mendoza ;) I was in good hopes of fecing mj 
coufin, and had promifed that pleafure to my friend 
Pacheco,” ‘* The affair is not very urgent, {resg 
plied Ortiz, {miling) you may defer it till to-mor=4 
row.” Te cavaliers converfed a little while with, a 
the old gentlewoman, and then retired. 4 
Don Lewis carried us to the houfe of dfe of nial 
friends, a gentleman, whofe name was Don Gass 
brie! de Pedros, with whom we fpent the reft of 
the day, fupped, and did not think of coming homys 
till two o'clock in the morning. We had got abouts 
half way, when we ftumbled over two men lying ¥ 
‘ftretched upgn the ground. Thinking they “weré:§ 
unfortunate people who had heen affaffinated, Mik. 
ftopt to give them affiftance, provided it was ne 
too late; and as we endeavoured to inform ‘our 

felves of "their condition, as well as the reese 
the night would allow, the patrole came up ; and. 
the commander taking us at firft for the murdeters,-"4 
ordered his men to furround us ; but he conceived’ 
a more favourable opinien of our morals, when he a 
heard us fpeak, and, by the help of a dark lanthorn; > q 
faw the faces of Mendoza and Pacheco. - His fol= 
diers being ordered to examine the condition of .% 
the two men, who we fancied had been flain,.4 

found that it was a fat licentiate, with his man, Zl 
both in liquor, or rather dead drunk, ‘‘ Gentle-. . 
men, (cried one of the guard) I know this epicure, 4 
it is Signior the licentiate Guyomar, te@or of our 
univerfity : notwithftanding the pickle you fee him" 

in now, he is a great man, a wonderful genius! “J 
There is not a philofopher in Salamanca whom he ~”.| 
cannot confute in an argument, He has anan- > 
paralleled 
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paralleled flow of words : “tis pity that he is a little 
addiG@ted to Jaw-fuits, the bottle and a wench. 
He was no doubt on his return from fupping with 
his Ifabella, where unluckily his man getting a9 
drunk as himfelf, they have both tumbled into the 
kennel. -Before the good licentiate was re€or, 


this misfortune frequently happened to him : arid - 
you fee, honours don’t always change the man.’* 
We left thofe drunkards in the hands of the pa-' 


trole, who undertook to carry them home, and re 


turning to our lodgings, every one went to reft. 


Don Felix and Don Lewis getting up about noon, 
Aurora was the firft fubje@ of their difcourfe, 
. €© Gil Blas, (fatd my miftrefs to me) go to my 
aunt Donna Kimena, and afk if Signior Pacheco 


and I can have the pleafure of feeing my coufits - 


’ to-day.’*. -E went out to acquit myfelf of this come 
miffeon, or rather, to concert with the duenna 


what was ta be done: and when we had taken . 


our meafures, I returned to the falfe Mendoza, 
faying, “© Signior, your’ cowfin Aurora is furpri- 
fingly well, and charged me to affure you from 
her, that your vifit will be very agreeable ; and 
Donna-Kimena bid me affure Signior Pacheco, that 
he fhall always be welcome at her houfey ‘on your 
' account.’” 


. ¢ 


I perceived that Don Lewis was mightily pieafed - 


with thefe laft words: my miftrefs obferved the 
fame, and drew a happy prefage from her remark. 
¥mmediately before dimmer, Signidra Kimena’s valet 
appeared, and faid to Don Felix, “ Signior, a 
man from Toledo has been enquiring for you at 
your aunt’s houfe, arid teft this note.’” The pres 
tended Mendoza opened“it, and read aloud thefe 
words ; ‘‘ If you are defirous of hearing news of 


your father, and of being made acquainted with 
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other things of confequence to you, fail not, om 
receit of this, to repair to the black borfe near 
the univerfity.’’--‘41 am, (faid he) too curious to 
hear thefe things of confequence, not to fatisfy 
my defire inftantly. Without taking leave of you, 
Pacheco, (added he) if I don’t return in two hours, 
you may go by yourfelf to my aunt’s, and I will 
come to you there, after dinner. You know what 
Gil Blas has told you from Donna Kimena, and 
you have a right to make the vifit.”” So faying, 
he went out, and ordered me to follow him. 

You may eafily guefs, that inftead of going to 


the. black horfe, we took the road to the houfe 


where Ortiz lived, where, as foon as we arrived, 
Aurora took off her fair-coloured tour, wafhed and 


rubbed her eye-brows, dreffed herfelf like a woe - 


man, and became a very handfome black-eyed lady, 


as fhe naturally was: for her difguife had changed. 


her fo much, that Aurora and Don Felix appeared 
to be two different people. She even feemed a 
great deal taller, as a woman, than as a man, to 
which, indeed her fhoe-heels that were exceffively 
high, contributed not a little. When fhe had im- 
proved her charms with all the affiftance thatesart 
could beftow, fhe expected Don Lewis with an 
agitation compofed of hope and fear. Sometimes 


fhe confided in her beauty and wit, and fome-. 


times was afraid that her attempt would be un- 
fuccefsful, Ortiz, on the other fide, fummoned 
all her fineffe to fecond my miftrefs ; and I, that 
Pacheco might not fee me in the houfe, like thofe 
players who appear only in the laft a&, concealed 
myfelf *till towards the end of the vifit, by going 

out as foon as I had dined. 
In fhort, every thing was in order when Don 
Lewss arrived. He was received in a very agree- 
able 
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able manner, by lady Kimena, and enjoyed a con« 
verfation with Aurora two or three hours long ;- 
at the end of which I came into the room where, 
they were, and addrefling myfelf to the cavalier, 
“ Signior, (faid I) my mafter, Don Felix, cannot 
be here to day: but begs you will excufe him, be- 
caufe he is in‘company with three men from Toy 
ledo, of whom he cannot difengage himfelf.” *“ Ah, ’: 
the little rake! (cried Donna Kimena) he is cer- 
tainly fet in to hard drinking.”” ‘‘ No, madam, 
(I replied) they are difcourfing together of very 
ferious affairs, He is heartily forry that he can-. 
not wait upon you ; and ordered me to make his 
apology to you and Donna Aurora.”” ‘Oh! Vil 
have none of his apologies ;. (faid my miftrefs) he 
knows IJ have been jndifpofed, and ought to thew 
a little more concern for his relation. In order 
to punifh him for his indifference, he fhan’t fee 
me thefe fifteen days.”> ‘* Ah madam! faid Don: 
Lewis) do not form fuch a cruel refolution: Don 
Felix is rather to be pitied for not. being able to vific 
you.”’ . 
They diverted themfelves for fome time, with 
this fubjeét, and then Pacheco withdrew. The 
fair Aurora immediately transformed herfelf, and 
refuming the appearance of a cavalier, returned to 
the lodgings as foon as fhe could. ‘I afk pardon, 
my dear friend, (faid fhe to Don Lewis) for failing. 
to meet you at my aunt’s, but I could not get rid 
of the people in whofe company 1 was: what con- 
foles me for the difappointment, is, that you have 
at Jeaft, had leifure to fatisfy your curiofity. Well, 
what do you think of my coufin?’” “I am en- 
chanted by her! (anfwered Pacheco) you had rea- 


fon to fay fhe refembled you: I never faw features 
| more. 
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more alike: the fame turn of face, the fame eyes, 
the fame mouth, and tone of voice! There is, 
however, fome difference between you, Aurora 
is a little taller than you: fhe is black, and you 
are fait. You are merty, and the is grave. Thefe 
_ are what diftitguifh you the one from the other, 
As for underftanding, (added he) I do not believe 
aceleftial being can have more than your coufin, 
In a word, fhe is a lady of accomplified merit.” 

' Signior Pacheco pronounced thefe laft words with 
fo much vivacity, that Don Felix faid, {miling, 
** Friend, ¥ advife you for the fake of your re- 
pofe, to go ho mioreto Donna Kimena’s. Aurora 
de Gufman may make your heart ake, and infpire 
you with a paffion.” ‘* There is no occafion for 
another fight of het, to make me in love, (faid 
he, interrupting him) that is done already.’ ‘I 
4m forry for it (replied the pretended Mendoza) for 
you afe not one of thofe who can attach themfelyes 
to one, and my eoufin is no Ifabella. I can affure 
you beforehand, that fhe will never liften to ‘a 
lover, except on honourable terms.”” “ neat 
able terms! (replied Don Lewis) fure no body 
would offer any other to a young lady of her birth. 
| Alas! Ifhould think myfelf the happieft of men, 
if fhe would approve of my addreffes, and confent 
to join her deftiny with mine !’” 

‘* Since you talk in that ftile, (faid Don Felix) 
I am interefted in your behalf. Yes, I lift myfelf 
in your fervice---offer you all my influence with 
Aurora, and will: to-morrow bring over my aunt, 
who has a great fway overs her.’’ Pacheco returned 
a thoufand thanks to the cavalier who made him’ 
fuch fair’ promifes ; and we perceived with joy, 
that our ftratagem coukd not futceed better, Next 
. a ; - day, 
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day, we increafed the love of Don Lewis, by a new 
invention. My miftrefs having been with Donna 
Kimena, on pretence to render her favourable to 
that cavalier, came back and faid to him, “I have 
{poke to my aunt, whom with much difficulty, I 
have made your friend. She was furioufly pre-— 
judiced againft you: for fome body or other had 
made her believe that you was a downright liber- 
tine: but I undertook your defence with eagernefs, 
and at laft, deftroyed the bad impreffion fhe had 
received of your morals.”’ 

“‘ This is not all, (purfued Aurora) you mutt 
talk with my aunt, in my prefence, and then 
we fhall make fare of her affiftance,’” Pacheco 
expreffed extreme impatience to difcourfe with 
Donna Kimena, and that fatisfa€tion was granted 
to him next morning, when the falfe Mendoza con» 
duéted him to madam Ortiz, and they three had a 
long converfation, in which Don Lewis thewed that 
he had allowed himfelf to be very much captivated, 
in a very little time, The artful Kimena feigned 
to be moved with all the tendermefs he exprefied, — 
and promifed her utmoft' endeavour to engage her 
niece to marry Kim. Pacheco immediately threw 
himfelf atthe feet of fuch a kind aunt, and thanked 
her for her friendfhip : whereupon Dont Felix afked 
if his coufin wasap? ‘* No, (anfwered the da- 
enna) fhe is ftill a-bed, and you cammot fee her 
at prefent, but return this afternoon, and you may 
converfe with her at leifure.”.» This anfwer of 
madam Kimena, redoubled (as you may well be- 
lieve) the joy of Don Lewis, who thought the reft 


' of the forenoon extremely tedious, and went back 


to his lodgings with Mendoza, who was not 2 little 

pleafed with obferving in him all the marks of g6- 

nuine love, - ae 
a They 
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They talked of nothing but Aurora, and when 
they had dined, Don Felix faid to Pacheco, 
“< There’s a thought come into my head. Iam of 
opinion, that I fhould go to my aunt’s fome mi- 
nutes before you, and have a little chat with my 
coufin, that Imay, if poffible, difcover the difpo- 
- fition of her heart towards you.’’ Don Lewis ap- 
preving this {cheme, let his friend go before, and 
did not fet out till an hour after. So, my miftrefs 
made fuch good ufe of her time, that fhe was 
dreffed like a lady, when her lover arrived. ‘‘ I 
thought (faid the cavalier, after having faluted 
Aurora and the duenna) to have found Don Felix 
here.” “ You will fee him immediately, (anfwer- 
ed Donna Kimena) he is writing in my clofet.’’ 
Upon which, Pacheco feemed to {wallow the trick, 
and entered into converfatien with the ladies, But 
‘motwithftanding the prefence of the beloved obje&, 
he perceived that the hours ftole away, without 
Mendoza’s appearing ; and as he could not help 
teftifying fome furprize at it, Aurora changing 
countenance all of a fudden, began to laugh, and 
faid to Don Lewis, ‘* Is it poffible that you have 
no fufpicion of the trick which has been played 
upon you? Do an artificial light-coloured tour, 
and painted eye-brows, make me fo unlike myfelf, 
that you have been miftaken by them hitherto ? 
‘Undeceive yourfelf then, Pacheco, (continued the, 
refaming an air of gravity) and know that Don 
Felix de Mendoza and Aurora de Gufman, are but 
one and the fame perfon.”’ 

She was not conténted with extricating him out 
of this error, but alfo owned her paffion for him, 
and informed him of all the fteps fhe had taken 
towards its fuccefs. Don Lewis, no lefs charmed 
than furprifed with what he heard, threw himfelf 
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at her feet, exclajming in a tranfport of joy, ‘* Ah, 
beautiful Aurora! may I then believe myfelf the 
happy mortal whom you have favoured fo much ? 
How hall I recompenfe your goodnefs, which the 
mok perfect love can never enough repay ?”’ Thefe 
wards were accompanied with a thoufand more 
paffiqnate and tender expreffians: after which, the 
two lovers conferred upon the meafures that were 
to be taken towards the accomplifhment of their 
mutwal defires ; and it was refolved that we fhould 
fet out immediately for Madrid, and bring our 
comedy to a canclufion by marriage. This defign 
. was no fooner formed than put in execution: in 
fifteen days, Don ‘Lewis efpoufed my miftrefs, and 
their nuptials gave rife to entertainments and ins 
finite rejoicings,. 


CHAP. VII. 


Gt! Blas quits bis place, and goes into the fervice et Don 
Gonzales ' ‘os Pacheco. 


HREE weeks after this marriage, my miftrets 
being defirous of recompenfing me for the 
fervice ] had dong her, made me a prefent of an 
hundred piftoles, faying, ‘‘ Gil Blas, my friend, 
far fram turning you away, I leave it to your choice 
to ftay with me as long as you pleafe; but my 
hufhand’s uncle, Don Gonzales de Pacheco, wants 
to have you for a valet de chambre. I fpoke to 
him fo advantageoufly of you, that he affured me, 
I would do him a favour in parting with you to 
him. He js an old nobleman, (added fhe) of an 
excellent character, and yau will be quite happy 
jn his fervice.’” 
J thanked Aurora for her generofity, and as the 
had RO longer any occafion for me, accepted the 
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pot to which I was recommended; the more 
willingly, as I fhould ftill be in the family. One 
morning, therefore, I went with a meffage from 
my new married miftrefs, to Signior Don Gonzales, 
who was ftill a-bed, though it was near twelve 
@ clock, When 1 entered his chamber, I found 
him taking fome broth which a page had brought 
in. The old gentleman's whifkers were in papers, 
his eyes almoft quite extinguifhed, and his face 
pale and meagre. He was one of thofe old boys 
who have been great rakes in their youth, and are 
not a whit more fedate in their old age. He re- 
ceived me with great civility, and told me that if 
I would ferve him with as much zeal as I had mani- 
fefted for his niece, I might depend upon living hap- 
pily. I promifed to have the fame attachment to him 
which I had for her, and that moment he engaged 
me in his fervice. 

Behold me then with a new mafter, and heaven 
knows what fort of a man he was! When he gor 
up, I fancied I faw the refurre€tion of Lazarus. 
Paint to your own imagination, a tall body fo lean 
and withered, that when it was naked an anato- 
mift might have taught ofteclogy upon it, with 
Jegs fo {mall that they looked like f{pindles, after 
he had put on three or four pair of ftockings. This 
living mummy was befides troubled with an 
atthna, and coughed at every word he fpoke. 
Having drank chocolate, he called for paper and 
ink, and wrote a letter which he feaied and fent 
away, according to the dire€tion, by the page who 
had brought the breth; then turning to ‘me, 
“Friend, (faid he) thou art the perfon whem I 
intend henceforth to truft with my commiffions, 
€lpecially thote which regard Donna Euphrafia, a 
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young lady whom I love, and who is paffionately 
fond of me.”’ 

** Good God! (faid Ito myfeif) how can young 
people help believing themfelves beloved, when 
this old dotard thinks himfelf adored !’’ “< Gjl Blas, 
(added he) thou thalt go with me this very day 
to her houfe, where I fup almoft every night, and 
thou wilt be charmed with her prudence, and re- 
ferve: far from refembling thofe filly coquets who 
can relifh rothing but youth, and are won by ap- 
pearances only, fhe has an underftanding already 
mature and judicious, that confults the fentiments 
of a man, and prefers a lover of delicacy and tafte, 
to one of the moft fhining exteriors.”” Signior Don 
Gonzales did not here finifth the elogium of his 
miftrefs, whom he reprefented as the epitome of 
all perfe@tion. “But he had a hearer not eafily pers 


fuaded. After the conduét of the aétreffes, which 


Thad feen, J did not look upon old noblemen as 
people very happy in their amours. I pretended, 
however, out of complaifance, to believe all that 
my mafter faid. I did more; I extolled the dif- 
cernment and tafte of Euphrafia; and. was even 
impudent enough to affirm, that fhe could not have 
a more amiable gallant. 
The good old gentleman did nat perceive that I 
made game of him; buton the contrary, applauded 
my good fenfe. So true it is, that a fycophant 
may run any rifk with the great, who {wallow all 
kind of flattery, let it be ever fo abfurd. The old 
man having written his letter, pulled fome hairs 
out of his beard with a pair of pincers, cleaned his 
eyes of .a thick gum that filled them, wafhed his 
cars and hands, and after having performed his 
ablutions, painted his whifkers, eyebrows, and 
hair, of a black colour; continuing longer at hig 
Vor. i, K roiles 
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toilet than an old widow who ftudies to hide the 
outrage of time upon her. Juft as he had done 
creffing, another gentleman in years, one of his 
friends, entered, whofe name was, the Count 
d’Aiumar, But he, far from congealing his grey 
hairs, tupported himfelf on a cane, and feemed to 
glory in his old age, ratherthan in appearing young. 


‘* Signior Pacheco, (faid he, as he came in) I am: 


come to dine with you.” ‘“ You are very wel- 
come, Count,’’ (anfwered my matter.) Mean while, 
having embraced one another, they fat down, and 
entered into ponvenadee till fuch time as dinner 
was ready. 

The difcourfe turned, at firft, upon a bull-feaft, 
which had been celebrated a few days before; and 
as they mentioned the cavaliers who had fhewn the 
greateft vigour and addrefs, the old count, like 
another Neftor, who from talking of the prefent,. 
always took oceafion to praife the paft, faid, with 
a figh, ** Alas! I fee no men now a-days com- 
parable to thofe } have Known heretofore ; and’ 
the tournaments are not performed with half the 
magnificence that they were when I was a young 
man,” I laughed within myfelf at the prejudice of 
honeft Signior d’Afumar, who did not confine it to 
tournaments only; but, I peine meer when the 
deifert was fet upon the table, {feeing {ome fine peaches 
ferved up, he obferved, ‘‘ In my time the peaches 
were much larger than they are at prefent; nature 
degenerates every day.” “* Atthatrate (faid Don 
Gonzales, f{miling) the peaches of Adam’s time muit 
have been wonderfully large.”’ 

« Count d@’Afumar ftaid almoft the whole day weit 
my mafter, who no fooner found hinfelf dif- 
engaged, than he went out, bidding me follow 
bim. He went to Eupbrats’s, whe lodged at the 
: ; dutance 
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diftance of an hundred paces from our houfe, and 


found her in a very handfome apartment. She 
was gaily dreffed, and had fuch a youthful air, 


that I concluded fhe was under age, although the 
was good thirty years old, at leaft. She was 
really handfome, and her underftanding foon raifed 
my admiration : for fhe was not one of thofe co- 
quets, who have nothing to recommend them but 
idle ribaldry and loofe behaviour’; fhe was modeft 
in her manners, as well as in her converfation, and 
talked with a great deal of wit, without the leaft 
affectation. © heaven! faid I to myfelf, is it 


“poffible that a perfon of fach delicacy can be a lady 


of pleafure! I imagined that impudence was in- 
feparable from all women of her profeffion, and was 
aftonifhed to fee one with the appearance of modefty ; 
not reflecting that thefe princeffes know how to 
affume any fhape, and accommodate themfelves to 
the characters of people of fortune and nobility that 
fall into their hands, When their gallants are 
pleafed with fire and tranfport, they are brifk 
and petulant; and with thofe who love referve, 
praGife a prudent and virtuous behaviour: they 
are the true cameleons, who change colour accord- 
ing to the humour and difpofition of the men whom 
they approach. 

Don Gonzales was none of thofe noblemen who 
are taken with your bold beauties: he could not 
bear ladies of that clafs; onthe contrary, could 
relifh no woman, unlefs fhe had the appearance 
of a veftal, Euphrafia therefore, modeled her- 


‘felf' accordingly, and fhewed that all the good 


actreffes are not employed in the theatre. Leav- 
ing my mafter with his nymph, I went down 
ftairs into a hall,where I found an old chamber- 
maid, whom Lhad-known a waiting-woman fo an 
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atrefs. Recollecting me immediately, the faid, 
** What! is it you Gil Blas? you have quitted 
Arfenia, it feems, as I did Conftantia.”" ‘* Yes, 
truly, (anfwered I) it is a long time fince I left 
her, and went to ferve a young Jady of fafhion. 
A player’s life is not to my tafte; and therefore, I 
difmiffed myfelf, without deigning to come to the 
leaft explanation with Arfenia.”” ‘“‘ You was in 
the right, (replied the chambermaid, whcfe name 
was Beatrice) I ferved Conftantia pretty much in the 
fame manner: one morning early I gave in my 
accounts, very coldly, which the received, with- 
out uttering one fyllable, and fo we parted cava- 

lierly enough.” 
“© I am extremely glad (faid I) that we now 
meet in a more honourable houfe : Donna Euphra- 
fia feems to be a fort of woman of fafhion, ahd I 
believe her character is very good.’’ ‘“ You are 
not at all miftaken, (faid the old waiting-woman) 
fhe is of avery good family; and as for her tem- 
per, I can affure you there never was one more 
“equal and fweet. She is none of thofe paffionate 
‘and difficult miftreffes, who find fault with every 
thing, fcold inceffantly, torment their domeftics, 
and, in one word, make a hell of their fervice, 
I never once heard her grumble; but when J hap- 
pen to do any thing contrary to her inclination, 
fhe reproves me without rage, and never lets one 
of thofe epithets efcape her, of which -your -vio- 
lent dames are fo liberal.” “* My matter (I re- 
fumed) is alfo very {weetetempéred : he’s the beft 
natured mortal alive ; and therefore, you and I 
are much more happy than when »e were in the 
fervice of adtreffes.”” ‘* A thoufand times more 
happy! (ieplied Beatrice) initead of leading a life 
of noife and tumult, I now live, as it were, in a 
retreat. 
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réfreat. No man enters thefe doors but Signior 
Don.Gonzales. I fhall fee nobody but you in my 
folitude, for which Iam notat all forry; for Lhave 
had an affection for you a long time, and, morethan 
once, envied the happinefs of Lavra, in having you 
for agallant. But, in fhort, I hope to be as happy 
as fhe; for, though I have neither her youth nor 
her beauty, by way of amends, I hate coquetry, 
and am as faithful as aturtle” set 

As honeft Beatrice was one of thofe perfons 
who are obliged to make a tender of their favours, 
becaufe nobody will afk them, I was not at alk, 
tempted to profit by her advances: I did not de-' 
fire, however, that fhe fhould perceive my con- 


.tempt, and was even polite enough to exprefs my- 


felf in fuch a manner, as that the did not lofe all 
hopes of engaging my heart. I imagined then, 
that I had marde'a conqueft of an old chamber- 
maid, but happened, on this oceafion, to be de- 
ceived: fhe did not behave in this manner to me, 
for my own fake only ; her defign was to infpire 
me with love, that fhe might bring me over to the 
intereft of her miftrefs; for whom’ fhe was fo 
zealous, that fhe did not migd what it coft her, 
in promoting her advantage. I found my error 
next morning, when I carried a billet-doux front 
my mafter to Euphrafia. That lady gave me a 
moft gracious reception, and faid a thoufand 
obliging things, in which fhe was joined by her 
maid: one admiring my phifiognomy, while the 
other obferved in mean airof prudence and fagacity. 
According to them, Signior Don Gonzales pofteffed 
a treafure, in having fuch a valet. In a word, they 
praifed me fo much, that I fufpeéted their ap- 
plaufe, and even difcerned the motives of it; but 
I received it, in appearance, with aH the fimpli- 
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city of a fool, and by this counterplot, effe@ually 
deceived the fharpers, who, at laft, pulled off the 
matk. 

“* Hark’ee, Gil Blas, (faid Euphrafia to me) it 
depends upon thyfelf to make thy fortune, Let 
us aGt in concert, my friend. Don Gonzales is old, ' 


and his conftitution fo crazy, that the leaft touch ~ 


of a fever, affifted by an able phyfician, will carry 
him off. Let us make the beft of the little time he 
has left, and exert ourfelves fo, as that he may leave 


the beft part of his eftate to me. Thou fhalt have w 


good fhare ef the booty, and thou mayeft depend 
upon my promife, as much as if 1 had made it be- 
fore all the notaries of Madrid.” ‘ Madam, (an- 
fwered I) you may command your humble fervant. 
You have nothing to do, but to prefcribe my con-. 
dua, and you fhail be fatisfied.” “‘ Very well, 

(the ‘replied) thou muft obferve thy mafter, and 
give me an account of all his proceedings: when ~ 
you talk to him in private, don’t fail te turn the 
converfation upon women, and from thence artfully 
take occafion to fpeak well of me. Ply him with 
Euphrafia as much as poffible ; and 1 again’ recom- 
mend it to you, to be very attentive to what paffes: 


in the family of the Pacheco’s: if you perceive that _ 
any relation of Don Gonzales is extremely officious —— - 


about him, and aims at the fucceffion to -his eftate, 
acquaint me with it immediately ; that is all I afk, 
and I warrant I fhall fend him a-drift in a very little 
time; for I know the different charaéters of his 
relations, and the ridiculous lights jin which they 


may be reprefented to him: having already pre-_ 


judiced him pretty fuccefsfully againft all - his 

nephews and coufins.”’ 
By thefe inftru@ions, and others which Euphra- 
fia added, I concluded, that this lady was one of 
thofe 
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thofe who attached themfelves to generous old men. 


She had lately prevailed uporti Don Gonzales to fell 
an eftate, the price of which fhe had converted to 
her own ufe; the extorted from him valuable move- 
ables evety day, and, befides, had reafon to hope 
that fhe would not be forgotten in his will. Ipre- 
tended to engage willingly, to do all that fhe de- 
fired; and, diffimulation apart, doubted within 
myfelf, on my return home, whether I fhould con- 
tribute to impofe upon my mafter, or undertake to 
detach him from his miftrefs, The laft of thefe re- 
folutions feemed more honourable than the other, 
and J felt-myfelf more inclined to fulfil than betray 
my duty: befides, Euphrafia had made me no 
politive promife, and that, perhaps, was the 
occafion of my fidelity’s remaining uncorrupted. I 
refolved, therefore, to ferve Don Gonzales with 
zeal, perfuading myfelf, that if I fhould be lucky 
enough to divert his affection from his idol, I fhould 
be better rewarded for this good-action than for all 
the bad ones I could commit. ‘ 

That I might the more eafily accomptifh what I 
propofed, I thewed myfelf entirely devoted to me 
fervice of Donna Euphrafia; I made her believe, 
that I {poke of her inceffantly to my mafter; and 
accordingly invented fables, which fhe took for 
fterling truth. I infinuated myfelf fo much into 
her good graces, that fhe thought me intirely in 
her intereft, and ftill the better to impofe upon 
her, affected to appear in love with Beatrice, who 
ravithed to fee, at her age, a young lover at her 


_ beck, did not much mind being deceived, pro- 


vided fhe was deceived agreeably. When my mafter 
and I were each with his own princefs, we com- 
pofed two very different pi€tures in the fame tafte. 
Don Gonzales, pale and withered as J have re- 
pS prefented 


-O, The ADVENTURES of 


prefented him, wlien he attempted to ogle, leoked 
like a wretch in his laft agonies; and my infanta, 
in proportion to the feeming increafe of my paffien, 
affumed flil! more and more childith airs, and prate 
tifed all the artifice of an old coquet, which fhe had 
been learning forty years atleaft; having been refined 
in the fervice of fome of thofe heroines of gallantry, 
who can pleafe even in their old age, and die loaded 
with the fpoils of two or three generations. - . 

I was not fatisfied with following my matter, 
every evening, to the houfe of Euphrafia; I fome- 
times went thither, alone, by day; but at what 
hour foever I went in, I never met with any man, 
or woman either, of a fufpicious appearance; nor 
could I difcover the leaft trace of infidelity, a cir- 
cumftance that furprifed me not a little; for Icould 
not imagine that fuch a handfome lady could be exe 
a@ly true to Don Gonzales. And in this, furely, 
my judgment was not too rath ; for the fair Euphra- 
fia, (as you will prefently fee) that the might wait 
with the more patience for my mafter’s eftate, was: 
provided with a lover more agreeable to a woman 
of her age. 

‘One morning, when I carried, as ufual, a letter: 
to the princefs, I perceived while I was in her 
chamber, the feet of a man concealed behind the 
tapeftry. I went away, without feeming to ob- 
ferve them ; but although I ought not to be furprifed 
at this obje@, which was no bufinefs of mine, I 
did not fail to refent it. Ah, perfidious wretch! 
faid I to myfelf, in a paffion, ah, wicked Euphrafia ! 
thou art not fatisfied with impofing upon a good 
old gentleman, by perfuading him that he is beloved, 
but thou muft alfo crown thy perfidy, by abandon- 
ing thyfelf to another! What a fool was I, now IL 
think on it, to moralize in this manner! I ought 

rather 
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rather to have laughed atthe adventure, and looked 
tipon it as a compenfation for the tirefome, languid 
moments fhe underwent, in her commerce with my 
matter: I fhould, at leaft, have done betterin hold- 
ing my tongue, than i in feizing this occafion of a&- 
ing the confcientious valet: but inftead of mode- 
rating my zeal, ‘I entered warmly into the intereft of 
Don Gonzales, to whom I made a faithful report of 
what { had feen; I even added, that Euphrafia 
wanted to feduce me; I concealed nothing of what 
the had faid on that occafion, and it was his own 
fault if he was not perfectly acquainted with the 
character of his miftrefs. He was confounded at the 
information, and afmall emotion of wrath that ap- 
peared on his countenance, feemed to prefage that 
the lady fhould not be unfai.hful to him with im- 
punity. ‘* Enough, Gil Blas, (faid he) I am ex- 
tremely fenfible of thy attachment, and pleafed 
. with thy fidelity; I will go inftantly to Eu- 
phrafia, load her with reproaches, | and break for 
“ever with the ungrateful creature.’ So faying, he 
went out accordingly, and difpenfed with my at- 
tendance, that he might fpare me the difagreeable 
part I had to play, during their eclairciffement. 
I waited for my mafter’s return with a world of 
impatience, not doubting, that as he had fo much 
Caufe to complain of his nymph, he would come 
back altogether detached from her allurements. 
On this fuppofition, I applauded myfelf for what I 
had done; I reprefented to myfelf the fatisfaction 
which the natural heirs of Don Gonzales would 
have, when they learned that their kinfman was no 
longer the fport of a paffion fo contrary to their 
interefts: I flattered myfelf, that they would con- 
fider me for it, and, in fhort, thatI had diftin- 
guifhed myfelf from other valets, who are ufually. 
, more 


32 The ADVENTURES of 


more apt to encourage their mafters in debauchery, 
than to reclaim them. I was in love with honours 
and refleG@ted, with pleafure, that I fhould pafs for 
the Corypheus of all domeftics, But this idea, 
agreeable as it was, vanifhed in a few hours; when 
my patron arriving, faid, ‘‘ Friend, I have had a : 
very fharp converfation with Euphrafia, who affirms, 
that thou haft mifreprefented her, and art, if the is 
to be believed, no other than an impoftor, alto- 
gether devoted to my nephews, out of regard to 
whom thou fpareft nothiag to make me quarrel 
with her. I faw real tears trickle from her eyes, 
and the fwore by all that was facred, that fhe never 
made any propofal to thee, nor ever fees a man ; 
Beatrice who feems to be a good girl, protefted the 
fame thing, in fuch a manner, that my anger was 


“appeafed, in fpite of my teeth.” 


“© How, fir! (aid I, interrupting him, in 4 
{orrowful manner) do you doubt my fincerity ? 
do you diftruft’’----* No, child, (faid he, inter-. 
rupting me in his turn) I do thee all manner of 
juftice: I don’t believe thee in a confederacy with 
my nephews. I am perfuaded that thou art con- 
cerred for my intereft only, and I am obliged to 
thee : but appearances are deceitful. Perhaps what 
thou faweft, exifted only inthy own imagination ; 
and, in that cafe, ‘thou mayeft guefs how difagree- 
able thy accufation muft be to Euphrafia. Be it 
as it may, fhe is a perfon whom J cannot help 
loving. I muft even make the facrifice to her 
which fhe demands, and that facrifice is thy dif- 
miffion. I am forry for it, my poor Gil Blas, 
(added he) and [I affure thee, I* tonfented to it 
with regret: but I could not do otherwife. What 
ought to cénfole thee is, that I fhall not fend. thee 
away unrecompenfed: and I intend moreover te 

fettle 


e 
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fettle thee with a lady, a friend of mine, where 
thou wilt live very agreeably.” 

I was very much mortified to fee my zeal thus 
turned againft myfelf: I curfed Euphrafia, and de- 
_ plored the weaknefs of Don Gonzales, who allowed 
himfelf to be led by the nofe. The good old man 
being very fenfible, that in turning me away, 
merely to pleafe his miftress, he, did not behave in 
the moft manly manner, made amends for his 
effeminacy, and gilded the pill I was ‘to fwallow 
with a prefent of fifty ducats, Next day carrying 
me tothe marchionefs of Chaves, he told her, in 
my hearing, that I was a young man who poffeffed 
‘Many good qualities; that he had a regard for me, 
but family-reafons not permiting him to keep me in 
his fervice, he begged the would admit me into her 
family. She received me that inftant into the 
number of her domeftics ; fo that I found myfelf 
tranflated, allofa fudden, into a.new place. , 


' | CHAP, VUL 


The character of the marcbionefs of Chaves, and of Os 
' people who ufuall ly vy. ifited. ber, 


HE marchionefs of Chaves was a widow of 

five and thirty, handfome, tall, and well 
fhaped, who enjoyed a yearly income of ten thou- 
{and ducats, without the care and incumbrance of 
_ children. I never faw a woman of mare gravity, 
or one who {poke lefs, though this did not hinder 
her from being looked upon as the moft witty lady 
in Madrid, ‘The great concourfe of people of 
quality, and men of learning, who daily fre- 
quented her houfe, contributed, perhaps, more 
than any thing fhe faid, to give-her this reputa- 
tion, Bur this 1 will not undertake to ae 
’ ; t 
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let it fuffice to fay, that her name imported the 
idea of a fuperior genius, and that her houfe was 
called by. way of excellence, the court of criticifm, 

There was actually, fome performance or other 
read here every day, fometimes new plays, and 
fometimes other picces of poetry; but nothing ex- 
cept ferious {ubjects were deemed worthy of atten- 
tion, humorous pieces being defpifed; the beft 
comedy, or the moft ingenious or witty romance 
was looked upon as a feeble production, that de- 
ferved no praife; whereas, the leaft ferious work, 
fach as an ode, eclogue, or fonnet, paffed for the 
greateft effort of human underftanding. But it often 
happened that the public did not confirm the fentence 
of the court; on the contrary, was fometimes fo im- 
polite as to hifs thofe pieces which had been there 
very much applauded. - § 

I was chamberlain in this houfe ; that is, my 
office confifted in getting every thing ready in the 
apartment of my lady, for the reception of com- 
pany, and to fet the chairs for the men, and the 
cufhions for the women, after which I ftationed 
myfelf at the chamber-door, to anounce * and in- 
troduce the perfons who arrived. While I was 
empleyed in this office for the firft time, the go- 
vernor of the pages, ‘who, hy accident, was then 
in the antichamber with me, defcribed them all 
very pleafantly; as they came in. His name was 
Andrew Molina, naturally dry and fatirical, with 
a good fhare of underftanding. <A bifhop, being 
the firft who prefented hjmfelf, I anounced him, 


* ‘The anouncer is a domeftic who flands in the hall, 
on vifiting-days, and pronounces aloud the names of 
the company as thsy come in; from the latin word 
anuAgarc, — 

and 
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and when he was entered, the governor obferved, 
** That prelate is a man of very _pleafant cha- 
rater. Having a little credit at court, he. would 
fain make every one believe that he has a great 
deal, and offers his intereft to all the world, with- 
out ferving any body. One day, meeting, at court, 
with a gentleman who faluted him, he ftopt, loaded 
him with civilities, and fqueezing his hand, {faid, 


~*€ Tam wholly devoted to your fervice ; pray, Sir, 


put me to the proof: I thall never die fatisfied 
until I have an opportunity of obliging you.” 
The gentleman having thanked him in a very 


grateful manner, they parted, and the prelate faid 


to one of his followers, “‘ I think I know that 


_man; I have a confufed idea. of having feen him 


Somewhere. ay 
Immediately after the bifhop, the fon of a gran- 


dee appeared ; and when I had introduced him 
into my lady’s chamber, ‘‘ That nobleman (faid. 


Molina) is another original, You muft know that 
he goes often to a houfe, in order to treat of fome 
important affair, with the gentleman who lives in 
it, and comes away without remembering to {peak 
a fyllable about the matter. But (added: the go- 


vernor, feeing two ladies advance) there corve. 


Donna Angela de Pennafiel, and Donna Marga- 
rita de Montalvan, twe ladies, hetween whom 
there is not the leaft refemblance : Donna Mar- 
garita, who piques herfelf on being a philofopher, 
will undertake the moft profound doétors of Sala. 
manca in a difpute, without fuffering their argue. 
ments to get the better of her argumentation. As 


for Donna Angela, fhe does not affe& the virtuofi, . 


although her underftanding is perfe&ly well cul. 
tivated : her converfation is fenfible, her fentiments 
refined, and her expreffion delicate, noble, and 

Vou. 3; -"™.. nas 
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natural,.”?> ‘* This laft is an amiable character, - 


(faid I to Molina) but the other, in my opinion, 
is inconfiftent with the fair-fex.”’ ‘* Not very 
confGiftent, (he replied, with a {neer) and even a 
great many men are rendered ridiculous by fuch a 
difpofition. Madam the marchionefs, our lady, 
(continued he) is alfo a little tainted with philo- 
fophy. What wrangling will there be here to-day! 


God grant that religion may not be concerned in: 


the difpute.”’ 

As he fpoke thefe worts: we perceived a 
meagre man come in, with an air of referve and 
grim countenance. My governor did not fpare 


him ; “‘ This here, (faid he) is one of your ferious _ 


wits, who would fain pafs for great geniufes, by the 
favour of a few fentences learned from Seneca, and 
who.are eafily detected to be fools, if you examine 
them a little clofely.”> The nexe that came in, waa 
a well-fhaped cavalier, with a Grecian mien, that 
is, a very felf-tufficient appearance: when I asked 
who he was, Molina anfwered, ‘‘ He is a dramatic 
poet, who has compofed, in his time, an hundred 
thoufand verfes, which néver brought him in four- 
pence: but in recompence for that, he has pro- 


cured a confiderable fettlement, by fix lines of 


profe.”” 

_ I was going to inform myfelf of the nature of 
a fortune gor fo eafily, when I heard a great neife 
om the ftair-cafe. ‘“ Good! (cried the governor) 
there comes the Iicentiate Campanario, who gives 
notice of his approach, before he appears, and be- 
ginning to talk at the ftreet-door, continues without 
intermiffion until he goes away.”’ Sure enough, 


the whole houfe rung again with. the voice of the | 


thundering licentiate, who at length, entered the an-. 
ti-chamber witha batchelor of his acquaintance, and. 
.. . did 
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did not leave off fpeaking, all the time his vifit 
lafted. ‘* Signior Campanario (faid I to Molina) 
feems to be a great genius.’ ‘ Yes, (replied my 
governor) he has fome bright fallies, quaint ex- 
preffions, and a good deal of humour: but over 
and above his being an unconfcionable talker, he 


does not fail to make repetitions ; and not to over- 


fate his talents, I believe the agreeable and comic 
air with which he feafons every thing he fays, 
conftitute his chief merit: for the greateft part of 
his ftrokes would do no great honour to a collection 
of witticifms.”’ 


Abundance of other people came in, of whom 


‘Molina made very humorous piétures, among 


which, he did not forget that of the marchionefs, 


JT affure you (faid he) our patronefs is a lady of 
- @ very even temper, ‘in {pite of ail her philofophy. 


She is not at all difficult to pleafe, and one under- 


. goes very few caprices in her fervice. She is one 


of the moft reafonable women of quality I know, 
and is even without paffion ; fhe has as little tafte 
for gallantry as for play, and loves converfation on- 
ly ; in fhort, moft ladies would think her way of 
life infyupportably tirefome.”’ The governor, by this 
elogium, prepoffeffed me in favour of my miftrefs ; 
neverthelefs, fome days after, I could not help 
fufpe&ing that fhe was nét fuch an enemy to love: 
anid I will declare on what foundation my fufpicion 

was built. ce 
One morning, ‘while fhe was at her toilet, a 
little man prefented himfelf to me, about forty 
years old, of a difagreeable figure, more dirty than 
the author Pedro de Noya, and very much 
hump-backed into the bargain. When he’told’me 
he wanted to fpeak with the marchionefs, I afked 
him, from whom? To which he anfwered, with a 
I2 haughty 
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haughty look, ‘ From myfelf; tell her, I am the 
gentleman of whom the fpoke yefterday to Donna 
Anna de Velafco.” I introduced him into my 
lady’s apartment, and fignified his arrival; upon 
which, the immediately exclaimed in a tranfport 
of joy; **Shew himiin.’? She not only gave him 
a favourable reception, but likewife ordered all her 
women out of the room; fo that the little hunch- 
back, more happy than an honefter man, re- 
mained alone with her; while the chambermaids 
and I made ourfelves merry with this fine téte a téte 
that lafted near an hour; after which my patro- 
nefs difmiffed the crook-back, loaded with civilities, 
that fhewed how well fhe was fatisfied with his 
converfation, which in effeét, captivated her fo 
much, that fhe told me one evening, in private, 
“* Gil Blas, when the man with the hump returns, 
biing him into my apartments as fecretly as pof- 
fible.’” I obeyed, and when the little man came 
back next morning, conducted him by a private 
ftair-cafe, to my lady’s chamber. I performed the 
fame office moft devoutly, two or three times, 
without fufpecting that there could be any gallan- 
try in the cafe. But the malignity which is fo 
natural to mankind, foon infpired me with ftrange, 
ideas, and I concluded that the inclination of the 
marchionefs, was either very whimfical, or that 
‘the hunch-back acted the part of a go-between, 
Prepoffefied with this opinion, I often faid to 
myfelf, ‘* If my lady is in love with_a handfome 
man, I forgive her ; but if fhe is captivated by this 
baboon, truly, I cannot excufe’ the depravity of 
her tafte,””, How much was I miftaken in my pa- 
tronefs! The little hunch-back dabbled in magic, 
and as his fkill had been extolled to the marchig+ 
nels, who willingly liftened to the delufions of fuch. 
im. 
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impoftors, fhe honoured him with thefe private © 
converfations, in which he fhewed her things in a 


_ giais, taught her to turn the fieve, and for meney 


revealed al] the myfteries of the cabala, Or rather, 
to {peak truly, he was a fharper who fubfifted at the 
expence of credulous people, and was faid to have 
feveral women of quality under contribution, .__ 


CHAP. EX, . 

The incident, in confequence of which Gil Blas quitted 
the marchionefs de Chaves; and the conrfe be followed 
afterwards, _ tee ey 

HAD already lived fix months with the mar- 
chionefs de Chaves, and I confefs, was fatisfied 
with my condition ; but the deftiny I had to fulfil, 
would not permit me to live longer in that lady’s 
houfe, nor éven in Madrid : I will therefore recount 
the adventure that obliged me to remove from both, 
Among my lady’s maids, there was one called 

Portia, who befides her youth and beauty, poffeffed 

fuch an amiable chara&ter, that I attached myfelf 

to her, without knowing that I muft difpute her 
heart with a rival. The fecretary of the mar- 
chionefs, who was a proud man, and very muclt 
addiéted to jealoyfy, being captivated with my 
princefs, no fooner perceived my paffion, than 

(without endeavouring to find out my reception 

with Portia) he refolved to fight me in fingle com- 

bat, and for this purpofe appointed me to meet 
him one morning, in a private place. As he was 

a little man, whofe head fcarce reached my fhoul- 

ders, and feemed at the fame time very weak, I 

did not think him a very dangerous rival, but re- 

paired with great confidence to the place ap- 

pointed, in hopes of gaining an eafy victory, and 
making amerit(of; it with Portia; but the eect 
i J 3 7 Gut 
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did not anfwer my expectation. « The little fecre- 
lary, who had been two or three’ years at the fen- 
cing-fchool, difarmed me like an infant, and holding 
the point of his fword to my throat, ‘* Prepare 
(faid he) for the mortal blow, or elfe give me thy 
word of honour, that thou wilt this day quit the 
fervice of the marchionefs de Chaves, and never 
more think of Portia.’’ 1 made him'that promife, and 
kept it without rela@ancy ; being‘afhamed to appear 
before the reft of the fervants after my defeat, ef- 
pecially before the fair Helen who had been the caufe 
of our dvel, My fole intention in returning to the 
houfe, was to carry off my goods and my money, 
which having done, I fet out the farhe day for To- 
ledo, my .purfe being pretty well furniifhed, and my 
back loaded with a bundle compofed of my whole 
wearing"appare]: for though I had not engaged ta 
quit Madrid, ‘I thought proper to leave it, at leait 
for fome years ; and formed the refolution of mak- 
ing the tour of Spain, and of halting at every 
town, ‘* The money I have (faid I to myfelf) will 
carry me a great way ; for I don’t intend-to be ex- 

_ travagant, and when I have no more, IJ will betake 
myfelf again to fervice. A young man of my ac- 
complifhments will find places in abundance, when- 
ever he pleafes to go in queft of them.” 

I longed, in particular, to fee Toledo, whither I 
arrived at the end of three'days, and took up my 
lodging in a good inn, where F paffed for a gentle- 
man of confequence, by the favour of my intriguing 
drefs, whi.h 1 did not fail to put on, and by the 
foppifh airs which I affected. It was in my own 
option to, eftablifh a correfpondence with fome 

-handf me women who lived in the neighbourhood ; 
but ut derftanding that I muft begin by {pending a 
good ceal of money upon them, I bridled my de- 

fires, 
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fires, and feeling ftill a ftrong inclination for tra- 
velling, after having feen every thing that was cu- 
rious in Toledo,’ left it one morning by break 
of day, and took the road to Cuenga, with an in- 
tention to go to Arragon, On the fecond day of 
my journey, I went into an inn on the road, and 
juft as I fat down to refrefh myfelf, a company of 
foldiers belonging to the holy brotherhood, came 
in, and calling for wine, fell a drinking. While. 
they were over their cups, I heard them defcribe 
a young man whom they had orders to apprehend. 
** The gentleman (faid one of them) is not more than 
twenty years of age, has long black hair, a good fhape, 
an aquiline nofe, and is mounted on a bay horfe.’” 

I liftened, without feeming to give attention to 
what they faid, and truly, I did not concern myfelf _ 
much about the matter. Leaving them in the inn, 
I fet forward on my journey, and had not walked 
a quarter of a league, when I met a young gentle- 
man of a good mien, mounted on a chefnut-co- 
Joured horfe, ‘* Upon my faith! (faid Ito myfelf) 
this istthe man whom the foldiers are in fearch of 
he has long black hair, and an aquiline nofe. I 
muft do him a good office. Sir, (faid I to him) 
give me leave to ask, whether or not yO have 
fome affair of honour on your hands ?”” The 


young gentleman, without making any reply, 


looked earneftly at me, and feemed futprifed at my 
queftion. Upon which, I affared him, that it was 
not out of curiofity that I had addreffed him in this 
Taanner ; and he was very well convinced of it, 
when I told him what I had overheard at the inn, 
“* Generous ftranger, (faid he) J will not deny 
that I have reafon to believe myfelf the perfon 
whom thefe foldiers want to apprehend ; and there- © 
fore will take another road, in order to avoid them.”” 

“ It is my opinion (1 replied) that we fhould im- 

ee mediately 
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mediately feek fome place where you may be tet ess 
cure, and where we may be theltered frofn thag, a 
ftorm which I fee brewing i in the air, and which 
will burt very foon.”” “At that inftant. Beet a 
vered and repaired to a tufted alley of 
gonduéted us to.the foot eS 4 muna _amliere war 
found an hermitage. eset: 
It was a large deep cote tliat time. had | cooper: $ 
in the rock, to which’. the art of man had ‘ade Whe 
‘a kind of front, built. ‘ef pebbles and fhell-worle, cad 
and quite covered with turf: the adjacent field was. ° 
ftrewed with a thoufand forts of flowers which 
perfumed the air, and hard. by the. grotto me per 
ceived a little opening in the. rock, from w | 
iffued with an “agreeable noife, a- {pring of water... 
that run winding ‘along:.a “meadow. Af the ens’ ¢ 
trancé_ of this folita Py htiiaton. appeared a hely 
fermit ftooping under the weight of old age, fu A Oe 
porting himfelf with a flaff on one hand, and he Y 
ing in the other a rofary of. large. beads, compofed, 
of twenty courfes at leaft. His head “was burled: | 
a brown woollen cap with Tong. eats, and his beard y 
more white than fnow, came down to his. iddjags 
When we approached him, ‘‘ Father, (faid 1) be Qs 
good as to fayour us with ftielter from the impends — 
ing ftorm.” rt; -Enter, my children, (replied the % 


this hermitage is at. your fervice ; and you may... 
Ray here as Jong as you pleafe, As for your hoffe, 3 oe 
(added he, pointing to the fore-part of his habita- (i 
tion) he sill be very well accommodated in that. en 
place.” The gentleman who accompanied. me, 
difpofed of his beaft accordingly, and then we fol- 
lowed the old man into the grotto, which as foon 
as we had entered, a great fhower fell, mingled. 
with fiathes oF lightning, and dreadful claps of | 
thunder. - 
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thunder. The hermit fell on his knees before am 
image of St. Pacomo *, which was glued to the wall, 
and we followed his example. Mean while the 
thunder ceafed, and we got up; but as the rain con- 
tinued, and the day was far fpent, ‘* My children 
(faid the old man) I would not advife you to pro- 


ceed on your journey in fuch weather, unlefs you ~ 


_ have fome preffing affair.” The young man and I 
replied, that we had none that hindered us from 


halting, and that if we were not afraid of incom- - 


moding him, we would beg leave to pafs the night 
in his hermitage. ‘‘ You won’t incommode me 
in the leaft, (faid the hermit) but will have 
reafon to complain of your lodging ; for you muft 
lie hard,-and 1 have nothing to offer you but an- 
chorite’s fare,”” | 

So faying, the holy man made us fit down ata 
{mall table, and prefenting us with a-few onions, 
a cruft of bread, and pitcher of water, “* My fons 
(faid he) you fee my ufual repaft ; but to-day I will 
commit an excefs opt of regard to you.”? He then 
brought a little cheefe, with two handfuls of fil- 
berds, and fpread them upon the table. The 
young man,, who had no great appetite, did not 
much honour to the feaft; upon which the her- 
mit obferved to him, “ I perceive that you are ac- 
cuftomed to better tables than mine, or rather, 
that fenfuality has corrupted your natural tafte. I 
have been in the world, as you are now: the moft 


* St. Pacomo was an A2gyptian, who lived m the 
fourth century, and founded feveral monafteries, coafift- 
ing of between twelve and fixteen hundred monks each : 
his faith is {aid to have been fo effectual, that he walked 
among ferpents, unhurt ; and when he had occafton to 

_crofs the Nile, was tranfported from one fide to the other, 
on the back of a crocadile. 
delicate 


94 The ADVENTURES of 


delicate viands, the moft exquifite ragouts, were 


not too godd for my palate: but fince I have lived 
in folitude, I have recovered the former purity of 
my tafte, and at prefent can relifh nothing but 
roots, fruits, milk; in a word, that which com- 
pofed the nourifhment of our firft parents.’’ 

While he fpoke in this manner, the young man 
funk into a profound reverie, which the hermit 
perceiving, ‘‘ My fon, (faid he to him) you have 
an oppreffion on your fpirits; may I not know the 
caufe ? unbofom yourfelf to me. It is not curiofity, 
but charity alone that animates my requeft. I am 
of age to give advice ; and perhaps your fituation 
requires it.” ‘* Yes, father, (replied the cavalier, 
‘with a figh) I have, doubtlefs, occafion for advice, 
and I will follow your’s, fince you ate fo good as 
to offer it. I believe, I run no rifk in difcovering | 
myfelf to a man of your charaéter,”’ *‘ No, my fon, 
(faid the fenior) you have nothing to fear on that 
fcore, and may fafely truft me with any fecret.’* 
In this confidence, the cavalier {poke as follows. 


CHAP. X. 
‘The fiory of Don Alpbonfo and the fair Serapbina, 
WILL conceal nothing from you, father, nor 
from the other gentleman who hears me ; for, 
after the generofity he fhewed, I fhould be to 
‘blame to diftruft him. Liften, therefore, to my 
misfortunes. Iwas born in Madrid, and my ori- 
gin is this.---An officer of the German guards, 
called the Baron de Steinbach, going home one 
evening, perceived a bundle of white linnen at the 
foot of the ftair-cafe. He took it up and carried it 
to his wife’s apartment, where he found it to be 
a new-born infant wrapped in very handfome 
{waddling-cloaths 3: with a billet importing, that it. 

, belonged 
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belonged to perfons of quality, who would one day 
make themfelves known} and that it had been bap- 
tized by the name of Alphonfo. I am that un-, 
happy infant ; and this is all I know of my birth 
and parentage: facrificed to honour or infidelity, I 
know not whether my mother expofed me, in or- 
der to conceal a difhonourable flame; or feduced 
by a perjured lover, found herfelf under the cruel 
neceffity of difowning the fruit of her womb. 

Be that as it will, the baron and his. lady were , 


‘touched with my fityation, and as they had no 


children of their own, determined to educate me un- 
der the name of Don Alphonfo, As I advanced in 
years, their attachment to me increafed: my flat- 
tering and complaifant behaviour attracted their 
carefles every moment: in a word, I had the good 
fortune to make myfelf beloved ; they gave me all 
kinds of mafters ;_my education became their only’ 
ftudy 3; and far from expecting impatiently, that 
my parents would difcover themfelves, they {eemed, 
on the contrary, to with that my birth would al- 
ways remaina fecret, As foon as the baron found. 
me able to carry arms, he entered me ia‘ the fer- 
vice, procured for me an enfign’s commiffion, or-. 
dered my fmall equipage to be got ready ; and, 
to animate me the more to feek occafions of ace 
quiring glory, he reprefented to me, that the ca-. 
recr of ‘honour was open to every body, and that 
in war, I might obtain a name the more glorious, 
as I fhould owe it. to my felf alone. At the fame. 
time, he revealed the fecret of my. birth, which he. 
had hitherto concealed from my knowledge. Ast 
pailed for his fon in Madrid, and effectually believed 
wy {eli to be fo ; Lown, this piece of information gave 
mie a good deal of pain: I could not then,’ nor can-, 
not now, think of it without fhame ; for the morse 
my 
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my fentiments feemed to argue me of a noble orig'n, | 


the greater my confufion was to fee myfelf aban- 
doned by thofe who gave me being. 

I went to ferve in the Low-Countries, but the 
peace being concluded foon after, and Spain rid of 
her enemies, though not of thofe who envied her 
profperity, I returned to Madrid, where I receiv’d 
freth marks of tendernefs from the baron and his 
lady. About two months after my return, a little 
page came into my room one morning and pre- 
fented to me a billet, conceived pretty nearly in 
thefe words ; ‘ I am neither ugly nor ill-fhaped, 
** and yet you fee me frequently at the window, 
** without paying homage with your eyes. This 
‘ behaviour but ill anfwers your gallant appear- 
“* ance ; and piques me. fo much, that I wifh I 
“© could infpire you with agve to be revenged on 
«< your indifference.”” 

_ Having read this billety I did not doubt that it 
came from a widow called Leonora, who lived op- 
pofite to our houfe, and had the reputation of be- 
ing very coquettifth. I interrogated the page, who 
was on the referve at firft, but in confideration of 
a ducat which I flipt into his hand, he fatisfied my 
curiofity ; and even undertook to carry an anfwer, 
by which I informed his miftrefs, that J acknow- 
ledged my crime, and was. already fenfible of her 
being more than half revenged. 


I was not at all infenfible of this kind of cone - 


queft; I kept the houfe’ all that day, and took 
great care to be always at the window, that I 
might obferve the lady, who did not forget to 


thew herfelf at her’s. I made love to her in dumb . 


thew, fhe anfwered my fignals, and next merning, 
Jet. me know by her page, that if I would be in 
the Srest betwixt cleven aad twelve at night, I 

might 


i 
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might converfe with her at a parlour window, 


' Though I did not find myfelf very much in love 


with fuch a forward widow, I cid not fail to re- 
turn a very paffionate anfwer, and to wait for 


‘night with as much impatience as if F had been 


violently fmitten. In the evening, I went out, 
to walk in the Prado till the hour of affignation ; 
and was no fooner arrived at that place, than a 
man mounted on a fine horfe, alightéd hard by me, 
and accofting me haftily, faid, ‘‘ Are not you the 
fon of Baron Steinbach ?’” When I replied in the 
affirmative, ‘‘ You are the perfon, (faid he) who 
imtend to converfe with Leonora at her window. 
Her page has fhewn me her letters, and your 
anfwers, and I have followed you this evening, 
from your own houfe hither, to let you krow that 
you have a rival whofe pride is very much morti- 
fied in being obliged'to difpute a heart with fuck 
a one as you. I believe I need fay no more ; we 
are now in a private place. Let us draw therefore, 
unlefs, to avoid the chaftifement ¥ prepare for 
you, you wilk promife to break off all correfpcn- 
dence with Leonora. You muft either facrifice 
to me the hopes youSuave conceived, or forfeit 
your life immediately.”” ‘ You ought then (faid 
¥to him) to have requefted, not demanded that 
facrifice; I might, perhaps, have granted it to 
your intreaty, but I refufe it to your threats,” 

“© °Tis very well, (he replied, after having tied 
his horfe to a tree) draw then : it does not become 
a perfon of my quality to ftoop fo low as to in- 
treat aman of your ftation: moft people of my 
rank, in the fame cafe, would have revenged them- 
felves in a lefs honourable way.’ JF was fhocked 
with thefe laft words, and feeing bis fword already 
unfheathed, drew mine alfo: we attacked ong 
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another with fuch fury, that the combat did not - 
laft long: whether he behaved with too much heat, 
or I had more fkill, I know not, but I gave him a 
mortal thruft, upon which I faw him ftagger and 


' fall. Whereupon, minding my own fafety only, 


I mounted his horfe, and took the road to Toledo. 
I durft not return to the Baron’s houfe, being well 
affured that my adventure would very much affli@ — 
him, and when I confidered the danger in which 
I was, I thought I could not get out of Madrid 
too foon. 

In the midft of the moft melancholy refledtions, 
I rode the remaining part of the night, and all the 
morning ; but towards noon, was obliged to halt 
in order to give my horfe fome reft, and avoid the 
heat of the day which grew infupportable. I tar- 
ried therefore, in a village, till fun-fet, after which 
I'continued my journey, refolving to make but one 
ftage to Toledo. I had got two leagues beyond 11- 
lefcas, when, towards midnight, I was !furprifed 
in the middle of a field, with juft fuch another | 
ftorm as fell to-day 3; upon which I drew near the 
wall of a garden that I perceived at the diftacne of 
a few paces, and not finding a mere convenient 
fhelter, ftood with my horfe as clofe as I could to 
the door of a fummer-houfe fituated at the end of 
the wall, over which there was a balcony. As I 
leaned againft the door, I perceived it open, which 
I afcribed to the negligence of fervants ; and alight- 
ing, lefs out of curiofity than for the fake of being 
better fcreened from the rain, which didynot fail to 
incommode me while I remained under the balcony, 
I enter’d the ground-floor of the fummer-houfe 
with my horfe, which I led by the bridle. 

I employed myfelf during the tempeft, in ob- 
ferving the place, and ene I could diftinguith 

pOming. 
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nothing but by the lightning that flafh’d around, it 
was eafy to perceive that the houfe could not be- 
long to a vulgar owner. I expected ftill that the 
rain would ceafe, intending to proceed on my jour- 
hey ; but a great light that I obferved at a diftance, 
made me change my refolution. Leaving my horfe 
in the fummer-houfe, the door of which I took 
care to fecure, I advanced towards the light, per- 
fuaded that there was ftill fomebody in the houfe, 
not yet gone to bed, and refolved to defire lodging 
for that night. Having croffed feveral walks, I ar- 
rived at a faloon, the door of which I found open 
alfo ; I enteredit, and when I had obferved all the 


‘magnificence of the place, by the light of a fine 
_ cryftal branch, I no longer doubted that I was in 


the houfe of fome rich nobleman, ‘The pavement 
wae of marble, the wainfcot very handfome, and 
curioufly gilt, the cornifhes of admirable workman- 
fhip, and the cieling painted by the moft {fkilful 
matters : but what I took particular notice of, was 
an infinite number of bufts of Spanifh heroes fup- 
abe on pedeftals of jafper, all round the fa- 

« I had leifure enough to confider all thefe 
things, for though I liftened attentively from time 
tod time, I neither heard the leaft noife, nor fawa 
living creature appear.. 

There being on one fide of the faloon a door un- 
bolted, I half opened it, and perceived a range of 
rooms, the laft of which only was lighted.--°* What 
fhall I do? (faid I to myfelf) fhall I return, or 
boldly penetrate to that room ? ‘‘ I concluded that 
the moft judicious ftep would be to return as I 
came. But I could not refift my curiofity, or ra- 
ther the force of deftiny that dragged me along: 
I advanced from one room to another, until I ar- 


tived at that in which was the light, that is, a taper 
K 2 | burn- , 


feo = ~The ADVENTURES of 


Burning ona marble: ‘table, fna fi Iver cacidie 
gilt.. F at firit obferved ~veryhandfome an 
-fummer furniture, but ina’ bitte’ time, cattis 
- eyes upon a bed, the ‘ctirtains “af-which wéi 
‘drawn “on account of* the “heat; 1 faw -an-. 
. that attracted my whole attention. This. 
young lady, who, riotwithftanding the noif 
the thunder, lay ina profound-fleep, - I approad qa a 
‘her foftly, «and by the light of the taper, dik on ne 
a a cemplexion and features thatyquyre da tate 7 oe 
‘My heart took the alarm. at the, fight |. 1 fe 
foul {mitten and tranfported t Hut. whatever 6m 
‘tions agitated my breaft, thé ‘epinton which 4 
of hér high rank, hindered: rae from ente tain i 
_ ‘the leaft rath thought, ‘and epee prevailed . 
inclination. Ki 
- While T glutted myfelf v with, the pleafute of ae 
re 


Bt 


‘templating her beauty, the-awoke ; 3 .and you. 
‘guefs what was.her furprife when the faw.a man - 
whom fhe did not know in her-bed-chamber at mid. \ 
night, She‘ trembled when the perceived me,” aie . 
‘Mhrieked-aloud ; while f trideavoured to remave her 7: 
fear, by kneeling before her, and faying, “ Mada 
be not afraid: I come not hither to do*you tte leag 
| Injury.” I was going on 5 but her comfterhation vam 
 fuch that fhe did not heat me, -‘Sh3ctalled her.wa ies 
* “man feveral times, but rio body-anfwering, the put” 
“on a thin night-gown which lay at the bed?s3 a — 


croffed, ftill calling her maidsiand a younger GAM 
who lived under her care. I reiagatad fee . a 4 


aac trearment 5 ‘but juckily for ane, 1 Aes 
~~ galled to no purpofe; no body: came but an sae 
- Facttic, who could not have ‘given her much: aman-"3 ‘ 
: ance, 
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ance, had fhe had any thing to fear. ‘Neverthelefss 
growing more refolute by his prefence, the afked 
with a haughty air, who I was, and how and for 
what re&fon I had the boldnefs to enter her houfe. 
Ithen began to juftify myfelf, and had no fooner 
told her that I found the door of the fummer-houfe 
open, than the exclaimed, ‘ Juft heaven ! what do 
I prefage !”’ | 
So faying, the feized the light, and fearching all 
the rooms one aftet another, could fee neither her 
maids, nor her fifter, buteven obferved that they 
had carried off all their baggage. Her fufpicions 
appearing now but too plain, the returned to me, 
and faid, with a great deal of emotion, ‘* Perfidious 
_ wretch ! add not diffimulation to treachery. It was 
not chance that brought thee here. Thou art one 
‘of the followers of Don Fernando de Leyva, and an 
affociate in his crime:. but don’t think to efcape, 
I have flill people enow to fecure thee,’” ‘ Ma- 
dam, (anfwered I) do not confound me with your 
enemies. I know no fuch perfon as Don Fernando 
de Leyva, and am even ignorant of your name 
and quality. I am an unfortunate man whom an 
~ affair of, honour hath obliged to leave Madrid; 
_ and I {wear by all that is facred, I would not have 
enter’d your houfe, had it not been for the ftorm 
that furprifed me! Judge, therefore, muré favour- 
ably of me, and inftead of believing me an ac- 
complice in the outrage you have fufiered, think 
me rather difpofed to revenge it. Thefe laft words, 
and the tone with which they were prcenounced, 
appeafed the lady, who feemed to look upon me 
no longer as her enemy: but if her indignation 
vanifhed, it was only to make room for bergrief, 
She wept bitterly; I was melted by her tears, 
and no lef; affi@ted than the, although I did not - 
K 3 know 
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know the caufe of her forrow. I not only wept with 
her, but impatient to revenge her wrongs, was 


feized with a tranfport of fury. ‘‘ Madam, (cried 


I) what injury have you received ? Speak, I efpoufe 
your refentment, Shall I purfue Don Fernando, 
and ftab him to the heart ? Name all thofe whom 
you wold have facrificed. Command my fervice. 
Whatever dangers, whatever misfortunes may be 
attached to your vengeance, that ftranger whom 
you thought confederate with your enemies, will 
tempt them all, for your fake.” 

This tranfport furprized the lady, and ftopt the 
courfe of her tears: ‘* Ah, Sir! (faid the) pardon 


my fufpicion, on account of the cruel fituation in - 


which I am. Thefe generous fentiments have 
undeceived Seraphina, and even freed me from 
the fhame of feeing a ftranger witnefs to the af- 
front put’ upon my family.---- Yes, generous un- 
known! 1 acknowledge my error, and am far 
from reje€ting your affiftance; but I afk not the 
death of Don Fernandc.’’----‘‘ Well, madam, (I 
replied) what fervices can you expect of me ?”’ 
*¢ Sir, (anfwered Seraphina) the caufe of my com- 
plaint is this: Don Fernando de Leyva is in love 
with my fifter Julia, whom he faw by accident at 
Toledo, where we ufually live.---Three months 
. ago he afked her in mrrriage of the Count de Po- 
‘lan, my father, who refufed his confent, on ac- 
count of an old enmity fubfifting between our fa- 
milies,---My fifter, not yet fifteen years of age, 
muft have been weak enough to follow the advice 
of my women, whom Don Fernando has, doubt- 
lefs, bribed to his ixtereft; and he, informed of 
our being by ourfelves in this country-houfe, has 
taken this opportunity of carrying her off.--I want 
therefcre to know what retreat he has chofen for 

her, 
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her, that my father and brother who have been at 
Madrid thefe two months, may take there mea- 
fures accordingly, In the name of God! (added 
, fhe) give yourfelf the trouble of pai the 
neighbourhood of Toledo, and of making an ex- 
a& enquiry about the ravifher :---my family will 
be eternally indebted to you for the favour.”” 
The lady did not confider, that the employment 
which fhe prefcribed for me, but ill agreed with 
the circumftances of a man who could not get out 
of Caftile too foon.--But hew was it poffible for 
her to make this refie&tion, which did not even 
occur to me? Charmed with the happinefs of 
finding myfelf neceffary to the moft amiable per- 
fon in the world, I accepted the commiffion with 
a tranfport of joy, and promifed to acquit myfelf 
with equal diligence and zeal. In effe&, I did not 
wait for day, in order to go and accomplith my 
promife ; but quitted Seraphina on the inftant, 
“conjuring her to pardon me for the fright I had 
occafioned, and affuring her that the fhould hear 
news of me in a very little time.---I went out as I 
had come in; but fo much ingroffed by the lady, 
that it was not difficult for me to perceive I was al- 
ready captivated by her beauty: I was the more 
confirmed in this, by the eagernefs I felt in ferving 
her, and the amorous chimeras which my imagi- 
nation produced,---I fancied that Seraphina, al- 
thougl, poffeffed by her forrow, had obferved my 
growing paffion, and beheld it perhaps’ not with- 
out fome pleafure: I even imagined, thatif I could 
bring her any news of her fifter, and the affair 
fhould turn out according to her wifh, the whole 
would redound to my honour, . 
Don Alphonfo interrupting the thread of his 
ftory in this place, faid to the old hermit, ‘* I beg 


pardon, 
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parccn, facber, ui, too fall of my paffion, I enlarge 
teva crcmctumes which are, doubtlefs, tedious 
t> you. “No, xy fon, (replied the archorite) 
they are far from being teciows: Iam even pleafed 
to know dow fr yee are fatten by this young lady 
of whom yor tik, that I may regulate my advice 
actcracziy.” 

“ My umagination heated with thefe flattering 
ideas, .refumed the young mam) I fearched two days 
for Julua’s ravither: but it was to no purpofe for 
me to make all imaginable inquiry: I could not 
difcower the least traces of him, Very much mor- 
tifed at having reaped no fruit from my refearches, 
I returned to Seraphina, whom I expeéted to find 
in the utmeit anxicty: but fhe was much mote 
tranquil than I imagined, and informed me that 
fhe had been more lucky than I; that fhe knew 
what was become of her fifter, having received a 
fetter from Don Fernando himfelf, inrporting, that 
_being privately married to Julia, he had placed her 


in aconvent at Toledo. ‘‘I have fent his letter . 


to my father, (added Seraphina.) I hope the af- 
fair will terminate in an amicable manner, and that 
_afolema marriage will in a fhort time extinguifh 
the hatred which has fo long divided our familics.”’ 

_ When the lady had made me acquainted with 
her fifter’s fate, fhe made an apology tor the trow- 
ble fhe had given me, and the danger to which fhe 
might have imprudently expofed me, by engaging 
me to purfue a ravither, without remembring that 
I had tojd her I was obliged to fly, om account of 
an affair of honour :---fhe excufed herfelf there- 
fore in the meft obliging terms, and, as I had need 
of reft, carried me into the faloon, where we fat 
down together.---She wore a loofe gown of white 
taffety with black ftripes, and a little hat of the 
; ‘fame 
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fame fiuff, with a black plume of feathers, which 
made me guefs that fhe was a widow; tho’ fhe 
appeared fo young, that I did not know what to 
think of her condition, 

If I longed for an explanation on this head, fhe 
was no lefs defirous of knowing who I was ; 


accordingly, begged that I would tell her my 


name, not doubting (as the faid) that by my noble 
air, and ftill more the generous pity that made 
me enter fo warmly into her interefts, I belonged 
to fome confiderable family.---The queftion em- 
barraffed me not a little: I blufhed, was confounded, 
and own, that being lefs afhamed to lye than to 
tell the truth, I anfwered, I was the fon of the 
Baron de Steinbach, an officer pf the German 
guards, ‘ Tell me likewife (replied the lady) fpr 
what reafon you quitted Madrid: I offer you, be- 
forehand, all the credit of my father, as well as of 
my broiher Don Gafpard : that is the leaft mark of 
gratitude I can fhew to a gentleman, who neglected 
the care of his own life to ferve me. I made no 


difficulty of recounting to her all the circumftances 


of my duel; upon which fhe blamed the gentle- 
man whom I had flain, and promifed to intereft 
her whole family in my favour. 

When I had fatisfied her curiofity, I begged her 
to gratify mine, and afked whether her faith was 
free or plighted. ‘‘ Three years ago (the replied) 
my father obliged me to marry Don Diego de Lara, 
and I have been a widow fifteen months.’’--- 
“* Madam, (faid I) what misfortune has deprived 
you of your hufband fo foon ?”? “ I willtell you, 
Sir, (ref{umed the lady) in return for the confi- 
dence you have repofed in me,” 

“* Don Diego de Lara was a yery genteel cava- 


lier ; but tho’ he entertained the moft violent paf- 
fion 
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fion for me, and, in order to pleafe me, put in 
practice (every day) all that the moft tender and | 
paffionate lover could mvent, to make himfelf 
agreeable to the obje@& of his flamte, Though he 
poffeffed a thoufand good qualities, he could never 
touch my heart. Love is not always the effe@ of 
affiduities and diftinguifhed merit-<-Alas! (added 
fhe) an utter ftranger often enchants us at firft aight, | 
Well, it was not in my power to leve him: more 
confounded than charmed with the tokens of his 
tendernefs, to which I was forced to make returns 
‘without inclination ; tho’ I, in fecret, taxed my- 
felf with ingratitude, I likewife found my owa 
fituation very unhappy.---Unluckily for him, as 
well as me, his delicacy was ftill greater than his 
leve, He difcovered in my ations and difcourfe 
the moftt fecret emotions of my breaft, and dived 
to the very bottom of my foul. He complained 
inceffantly of my indifference, and deemed himfelf 
the more unhappy in being unable to pleafe me, 
becaufe he very well: knew that there was fo rival 
in his way; for I was fcarcé fixteen years old, 
and, before he offered me his hand, he had gained 
over all my women, who affured him that no man 
had as yet attracted my regard.---* Yes, Seraphina, 
{he would often fay) ¥ with you fhad [been prepof- 
feffed in favour of another, and that alone were the 
caufe of your indifference to me : my affiduities and 
your own virtue would triumph over that preju- 
dice ; but ! defpair of making a conqueft of your 
heart, fince it remains untouched by all the love I 
have thewn."”” Tired with hearing him repeat the 
fame difcourfe, I told him, that, inftead of troub- 
ling his repofe and mine by too much delicacy, 
he would do well to leave his grievances to time, 
And truly, one.of my age was not capable of re- 
lifhing 


GIL BLAS. 107 


lifhing the refinements of fuch a delicate paffion ; 
fo that Don Diego ought to have taken my advice ; 
but feeing a whole yearelapfed, without his being 
farther advanced than the firft day, he loft his 
patience, or rather his reafon ; and pretending to 
have an affair of confequence ‘at court, departed 


to ferve as a volunteer in the Low Countries, - * 


where he foon found in battle that which he went 
to feek: I mean the end of his torments and life.’” 

After the lady had favoured me with this rela» 
tion, the fingular character of her hufband be- 
came the fubje& of our difcourfe ; in which we 
were interrupted by the arrival of ‘a courier, who 
delivered to Seraphina a letter from the Count de 
Polan.---She afked my permiffion to read it, and 
I obferved, that while fhe perufed it, the grew 
pale, and trembled. After having read it, the 
lifted up her eyes to heaven, heaved a profound 
figh, and her face-was in a moment covered with 
tears. Jcould not behold her grief with tranquil- 
lity ; I was greatly difturbed; and, as if I had 
prefaged the cruel ftroke I was to fuffer, felt my- 
felf chilled with a mortal fear. ‘* Madam, (faid, 
Y, with a fault’ring voice) may I afk what are 
the fatal contents of that letter?’ “ There, Sir, 
(replied Seraphina, in a melancholy manner, giving — 


. me the paper) read yourfelf what my father writes, 


Alas ! you are but too much concerned.”’ . 
I was confounded at her words, and, trem- 
bling while I took the letter, read : 


O UR brother Don Gafpard fought yefterday 
. in the Prado *, where he received a mortal 
thruft, of which he died this day; having de- 


® Prado, (which fignifies a meadow) is the publick 


walk at Madrid, as the park is at London. 
‘ tee | clared 
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clared in his laft moments, that the peffon who 
killed him is the fon ef Baron de Steinbach, an 
officer of the German guards.---What adds to the 
misfortune is, that the murderer has efcaped me 
by flight: but wherefoever he conceals himfelf, ¥ 
fhall fpare no pains to find him owt ; for which pur- 
pofe I will write to forme governors, who will not 
fail to apprehend him, if he paffes thro’ the towns 
of their jurifdiGtion ; and by letters direéted to other 
people, I will caufe all the roads to be blocked 
u 

: - ‘The Count de Polan."’ 


You may eafily conceive how all my faculties 
were difotdered by this billet. I remained for 
fome moments without motion or power of fpeech ; 
and even in the midft of this depreffion, per- 
ceiving what a fatal obftru@tion the death of Do 
Gafpard would be to: my love, was feized with 
the moft violent defpair! I threw myfelf at the 
feet of Seraphina, and prefenting my naked fword, 
‘* Madam (faid I) fpare the Count de Polan, the 
trouble of finding out a mah, who might conceal 
himfelf from his refentment. Revenge your hro- 
ther, by facrificing his murderer with your own 
hand.--Strike, Madam, and let the fame {word 
that deprived him of life, become fatal to his un- 
fortunate adverfary.’” ‘‘Sir, (replied Seraphina, 
affected with my behaviour) I loved Don Gafpard ; 
therefore, altho’ you killed him honourably, and 
he brought his misfortune upon himfelf, you may 
We affared I enter into the refentment of my father. 
Yes, Don Alphonfo, Iam your enemy, and will 
a&t againft you every thing that the ties of blood’ 
and friendfhip can require: but I will not take 
the advantage of your bad fortune, which has put 

you 
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you in my powgr.---The fame honour that arms 
me againft you, hinders me from taking a bafe re- 
venge. The rights of hofpitality ought to be in- 
violable, and therefore I will not repay the fervice 
you have done me, with the condué of an affaffin, 
---Fly, then ; elude if you can, our purfuit and 
the rigour of the laws, and fave your life from the 
danger that threatens it.”’ 

“« How, Madam! (I replied) when you car 
revenge yourfelf, do you leave it to the laws, 
which may perhaps baulk your refentment? Ah! 
rather pierce the heart of a miferable wretch, wha 
does not deferve your forbearance! No, Madam, 
do not honour me with fuch a noble and generous 
proceeding. ---You know not who I am: though I 
pafs in Madrid for the fon of the Baron de Stein- 
bach, I am no other than an unfortunate found- 
ling, whom he has brought up, out of pure com- 
paffion: I do not even know the authors of my 
being.” “ No matter, (faid Seraphina, inter- 
Tupting me with precipitation, as if my laft words 
had given her new pain) were you the loweft of 
mankind, I will do what honour prefcribes.’” 


~ © Well, "Madam, (faid I) fince the death of a bro- 


ther cannot provoke you to fhed my blood, I will. 
incenfe you by a new crime; the audacity of 
which I hope you will not excufe.---1 adore, 
you---I could not behold your charms without 
being dazzled with them ; and in {pite of the 
obfcurity of my fate, had entertained the hope of 
making you mine for ever. I was fo much in 
love, or rather fo vain, as to flatter myfelf tha€ 
heaven (which perhaps favours me by keeping my 
origin concealed) would difclofe it to me one day, 

when I fhould be able to tell you my name, with- 
out a blufh.---After this confeffion, which injures 
You, IT, my ycy. 
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you fo much, do you ftill hefitate in punishing 
me?’ ™ This rath declaration (replied the lady) 
would, doubtlefs, offend me at another time; but 
Yt par’on it, in confideration of your prefent agi- 
tation: befides, my own anxiety will not permit 
the to attend to fuch difcourfe. Once more, Don 
Alphonfo, (added the, thedding fome tears) leave 
this place---fly from a houfe you have filled with 
forrow ; for every moment you ftay,’ increafes 
my affliction.” ‘“* Madam, J will no longer refift, 
(faid I, rifing) I muft banifh myfelf from you ; 
but think not that, ftudious of preferving a life 
which is cdious to you, I will go and feek an afy- 
tum where I can be fecure.---No, rio! I devote 
myfelf to your refentment.---I will go ta Toledo, 
- wait with impatience for the fate you decree, and’ 
expofing myfelf to your purfuit, advance willingly 
towards the end of my misfortunes.” = 

So faying, I withdrew: my horfe was’ brought 
out for tne, and T repaired to Toledo,* where I 
ftaid a whole week; and truly was at fo little 
pajns to conceal myfelf, that I don’t Know how I 
efcaped being taken ; for I cannot believe that the 
Count de Polan, whofe chief care was to fhut up 
all the paffages againft me, would imagine that I 
could not pafs through Toledo.--In fine, I yefterday 
left that city, where Ifeemed to be tired of liberty ; 
and without Keeping any certain road, am come ta 
this hermitage, like a man who Kas nothing to fear. 
---You fee, father, what engroffes my thoughts, 
and I crave the affiftance of your advice, 


* Toledo, fituated on the Tagus, is the capital of New 
C,ftile, the feat of an archbifhop, primate of all Spain 
it was formerly famous for a circus, capab'e of containing 
150000 people. There is a great manufacture of flk, and 
woollen ftuffs in this city; in which too, are made. the 
beft blades in the world ; whencs.a good {word is fre- 
quently called, a Toledo. CHAP. 
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The old hermit difcovers bimfelf, .and.Gil Blas perceives 


that be is among bis acquaintance, 


Lphonfo having ended the melancholy narra- 

tion of his misfortunes, the old hermit faid 

to him, ** Son, you have been very imprudent in 
ftaying fo long at Toledo. I look upon all you 
have recounted, in a light very different from that 
in which you fee it, and your paffion for Seraphina, 
is in my opinion, pure madnefs. Believe me, you 
amuit forget that young lady, who cannot poffibly 
be yours.---Yield therefore, with a good grace, to 
the obftacles that feparate you from her, and fol- 
low your deftiny, which, in all likelihood, will be 
produdtive of many other adventures.---You will, 
queftionlefs, find ome other young Jady, who will 


_make the fame impreffion upon your heart, and 


whofe brother you have not flzin.”” 
He was going to add a great many other things, 
an order to exhort Don Alphonfo to have patience, 


when we faw another hermit, loaded with a wallet 


well ftuffed, enter the hermitage. He was come 
from the town of Cuenca, where he had madea 
very fuccefsful gathering ; feemed younger than his 
s<ompanion, and wore a red bufhy beard. ** Wel- 
came, brother Antonio, (faid the old Anchorite, to 
him) what news from tewn?" ‘* Bad enough, 
(anfwered the red-haired brother, putting a letter 
an his hand) that billet will inform you.’ The 
fenior, having opened and read it with fuitable at- 
tention, cried, ‘‘ God be praifed ! fince the plot 
is difcovered, we muft regulate our conduct ac- 
cordingly. Let us change our ftile, (added he.) 
Signior Don Alphonfo, you fee a man expofed, 

; L 2 like 
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hike yourfelf, to the caprice of fortuhe. I am in- 
formed from Cuenca, which is a town about # 
league from this, that-fomebody has done me aa 
ill office with juftice ; all the agents of which are 
to fet out to-morrow for this hermitage, in order 


#0 fecure my perfon; but they fhan’t find the hare . 


in the gin.---This is not the firft time that I have 
been iin fuch dilemmas.---Thank God, I have al- 
moft always extricated myfelf like a man of ge- 
nius. I will now thew myfelf in another fhape ; 
for fuch as you fee me, I am neither an old mary 
nor a hermit.” 

So faying, he ftript himfelf of a long robe 
which he wore, and appeared in a doublet of black 
ferge with flafhed fleeves..--Then he pulled off his 
tap, untied a ftring that fuppotted his falfe beard, 
and, all of a fadden, affumed the figure of a man 
between twenty and thirty years ef age. Brother 
ee by his example, quitted his hetmit's 

abit, rid himfelf of his red beard in the fame 

manner as his cempanion had done, and took out 
of an old worm-eaten coffer a fhabby fhore caf- 
fock, with which he cloathed himfelf.---But you 
may guefs my furprize, when in the perfon of the 
old Anchorite, I recollected Signior Don Raphael ; 
and in that of brother Anthony, my moft dear 
and faithful valet, Ambrofe de Lamela! ---** Good 
God! (cried f, immediately) I find I am among 
my acquaintance here.” ----* True, Signior Gil 
Blas, (faid Raphael, fmiling) yow have found two 
of your friends when you leaft expected it. ¥ 
tonfefs you have fome reafon to complain of us ; 
-but let us forget what is paft, and thank heaven 
for our meeting again, Ambrofe and I make @ 
tender Of our fervices; and I can tell you, they 
are nét to be defpifed. You muft not think ws: 
the 
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the worft of mankind: we neither affault nor af- 
faffinate: we feek only to live at the expence of 
our neighbour ; and if theft be a crime, neceffity 
excufes the injuftice, Affociate with us, and lead 
a rambling life, which is extremely agreeable, 
when conduded with prudence: not but, with all 
our fagacity, the chain of fecond caufes is fome- 
times fuch, that we meet with unlucky adventures. 
‘What then! we enjoy the good with the better 
relifh on that very account.---We are hardened 
againft inconitant weather, and accuftomed to the 
viciffitudes of fortune.” 

“© Signior Cavalier, (added the falfe hermit, 
fpeaking to Don Alphonfo) we make the fame 
propofal to you, which, confidering your prefent 
fituation, I think you ought not fo rejeé; for, 
not to mention the affair that obliges you to con- 
ceal yourfelf, you muft certainly’ be in want of 
mogey.”” “ Yes, truly, (faid Don Alphonfo) and 
that, I own, increafes my chagrin.”’---* Well, 
then, (replied Raphael) don’t leave us: you can- 
not do better than to join your fortune to ours ; 
you fhall want nothing ; and we will baffle all 
the fearch of your enemies. We know almoft 
every inch of Spain, having travell’d over it ; and 
are acquainted with the woods, mountains, and 
every place proper for an afylum againft the bru- 
tality of juftice.”” Don Alphonfo thanked them. 
for their good will, and being actually without 
money or refource, refolved to bear them come 

any. I came to the fame determination, becaufe 
i would not leave the young gentleman, for whom 
I felt a growing friendfhip. 

Having agreed to go all together, we began te 
deliberate whether we fhould fet out that inftant, 
or, firft of all, give fome affaults to a bottle full 


L 30 of 


114 The ADVENTURES of 
' Of excellent wine, which’ brother Antony, the day 
before, had brought from Cuen¢ga: but Raphael, 
as a man of the greateit experience among us, re- 
prefented that, before every thing elfe, we muft 
think of our fafety. He was of opinion, there- 
fore, that we fhowid march all night, in order to’ 
gain a very thick wood between Villardefa and 
Almodabar, in which we fhould halt, and, being 
perfectly fecure, fpend the day in taking our re— 
pofe. This advice being approved, the falfe her- 
mits made two bundles of their baggage and pro- 
vifions, and laid. them in zquilibrio on. Don Al- 
phonfo’s horfe.---This was done with great expe- 
dition ; after which we quitted’.the hermitage, 
feaving as a prey to juftice, the two hermit-robes, 
with the white and red beards, two pallats, a table, 
a rotten cheft, two old ftraw-bottom’d cliairs, and 


the image of St. Pacomo, : 
“We walked all night, and began to feel ourfelves 
very much fatigued, when, at day-break, we per- 
ceived the wood to which we were bound. The 
fight of a port gives new vigour to failors tired 
with a long voyage.---We accordingly taok cou- 
rage, and at laft’ arrived at the end of our jour- 
they before fun-rife. Peénetrating into the thickeft 
part of the wood, we ftopt at a very agreeable 
{pot upon a fmall glade, furrounded with a good 
many tall oaks ; the brariches of which meeting, 
formed an umbrageous areh, impervious to the 
heat of the day. Here we unbridled the horfe to’ 
let him feed, (after we had unloaded himi) and fit- 
ting down together, took out of brother Antho- 
ny's wallet fome large pieces of bread, with a’ 
good many flices of roafted meat, and began to 
attack them as if for a wager. Neverthelefs, im 
fpite of our appetites, we often left off eating to 
| embrace 
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ae > “tenBiacs- ‘the’ bottle, which inceffantly circulated, 
aa patie from the dP ¢ of) one into the ‘embraces of 
another,” os 
oe Dow, ‘Abphonto, 6, ‘Sietior "Cavalier, after 
: fs “the, confidence you have honoured me with, it 
mm te ae 5 is but jult, that F recount to you the hiftory of 
S im. life, with* ‘the fame fincerity.”” ‘ Ie will 
“give me “great: pleafure,” (replied the youny 
* grant :) “ And mein particular (cried I;) for F 
ay have:ah extreme curigfity to hear your adven- 
i ma tures, which are doukthefs well: worth our at- 
NN Serta tention.” ‘© ‘Phat Til antwer for, (replied 
. im “opm and I intend to commit them to wri 


it of my old age 3 “for Tam rtety young, and would 
have the volume ‘enlarged : but at prefent we 
“are fatigued, Let us refreth ourfelves with a 
© few hiouts of’ fleep + while we three enjoy our 
© reft,. Ambrofe will watch againft all furprize, 
Mand then Medp in his turn, Tho’ I believe we 

“ are very fate. in this place, itds. always good to 

Ne “be upon our ghard,”” ‘So faying, he ftretched 
‘We <himfelf’ upon the grafs, Bon Alphonfo did: the 
c Bcd t followed their example, and Lamela ftood 


Dar J shonfo, inftead of taking fone repens 
ept him elf awake with reflecting upon. his mif- 
ortines 3 aud“ could. not clofe an eye. As for 
ote Raphiael,” he:foon fell afleep ; but awaking an 
: hot after, and feeing us  difpofed to liften, he 
__, faid to Lamela,-“-Friend Ambrofe, thou may’ft 
“4 now take a comfortable hap.””. “ No, no, fre- 
“ plied Lamela) I have -no ineliriation to fleep ; 


Be ad Ee 1 am a welt asquainjed with all the paf- 
abe: Bet nose _fages 
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“ fages of your life, they are fo inftrutive for 
“€ people of gur profeffion, that I fhall be very 
“ well entertained in hearing them recounted 
“© once more.’’ Don Raphael immediately began 
the hiftory of his life in thefe terms. . 


The End of the Fevatn Boox, 
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Tbe Hifiory of Don Raphael, , 


AM the fon of an aé@trefs at Madrid, whofe 
name was Lucida, famous for her theatrical 
talents, and ftill more for her gallantry. As 
for my father, I cannot, without prefumption, af- 
fume any one in particular. Tis true, F might 
tell what man of quality was in love with my 
mother when I came into the world ; but that 
epocha would by no means be a convincing proof 
of his being the author of my birth. A woman 
of my mother’s profeffion is fo little to be trufted, 
that even while the appears the moft attached to 
one nobleman, fhe almoft always fubftitutes in his 
place fome other perfor for his money. 
There's nothing like putting one’s felf above 


feandal: Lucinda inftead of es me ez in 
ce 
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obfcurity at her own houfe, took me by the hand, 
without ceremony, and carried me to the theatre 
in a very honourable manner, without giving her- 

‘felf any trouble about the difcourfe that pafs’d at 
her expence, or the malicious {neers that the fight 
of me never failed to excite.---In a word, I was 
her darling, and carefs’d by all the men that 
vifited her, fo much, that it looked as if nature 
pleaded with them in my behalf. 

I was allowed to pafs the twelve firft years of 
my life in all forts of frivolous amufements : --- 
{carce was JI taught to read and write; and fill 
lefs pains were taken to initiate me in the princi- 
ples of my religion: I learned only to dance, 
fing, and play upon the guitarre.---This was all I 
could do,‘ when the marquis de Leganez afked me 
as a companion to his only fon, who was pretty 
much of my age. Lucinda willingly com- 
plied with his requeft, and it was then I began to 
think ferioufly, Young Leganez was not farther 
advanced than I: that little ‘nobleman did not 
feem qualified by nature for the fciences,; He 
hardly knew one letter of his alphabet, although 
he had been under the inftru@tion of a preceptor 
fifteen months.---His other mafters fucceeded no 
better: he exhaufted their patience. They were 
not, indeed, permitted to ufe rigdur ; but expreff- 
ly ordered to inftruét, without tormenting him ; 
and that order, joined to his natural dulnefs, ren- 
dered all their leffons of little or no effe@. 

But the;preceptor invented an excellent expe- 
‘dient to intimidate the young nobleman, without 
contradicting his father’s order. He refolved to 
flog ‘me, when his pupil deferved punifhment ; 
and he did not fail to put his refolution in pra@tice. 
Not relithing this expedient, 1 ran away, and com: 

plained 
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’ plained to my mother of fuch unjuft treatment: but, 


in fpite of all her tendernefs for me, the had 
ftrength enough to retift my tears, and confider- 
ing that it was a great advantage for her fon to 
live with the marquis de. Leganez, fent me back 
immediately. I was now abandoned to the pre- 
ceptor, who perceiving that his invention had pro- 
duced a good effect, continued to flog me ftill, in- 
ftead of the young nobleman; and, in order to 
make the deeper impreffion upon him, difciplined 
me with great feverity. I was fure to pay, every 
day, for young Leganez; and I may venture to 
affirm, that he did not learn one letter of his al- 
phabet, which did not coft me an hundred lathes. 
Judge you what his rudiments ftood me in. 

The birch was not the only difagreeable thing If 
fuffered in this houfe ; as every body knew me, 
the meaneft fervant, even the fcullions, re- 
proached me with my birth. This difguited me 
fo much, that I ran away one day, after having 
found means to feize the preceptor’s whole ftock 
of ready money, which might amount to an hun- 
dred and fifty ducats, Such was the vengeance. f 
took, for the ftripes he had fo unjuftly beftowed 
upon me, I performed this flight of hand with 
admirable dexterity, though it was my firft effay ; 
and having had the addrefs to baffle the. fearch 
that was made for me during two days, lefe 
Madrid, and repaired to Toledo, without being 
purfueéd. : Oo | 

I was then juft going into my fifteenth year. . 
What a pleafure it was to be independent at that 
age, and entirely mafter of my own a@tions! J 
foon contra&ed acquaintance with young people, 
who polifhed me up, and affifted me to fpend my 
ducats ; I affociated with knights of the poft, ve 

culti- 
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cultivated my happy difpofition fo weil, that, in. 
a little time, I became one of the moft dextrcus 
of the order, At the end of five years, being 
feized with an inclination to travel, I quitted my 
confederates, and beginning my peregrinations by 
Eftramadura, went as far as Alcantara: but be- 
fore I reached that place, finding an opportunity 
of exerting my talents, I did not let it efcape, 
Being a-fopt, and moreover loaded with a pretty- 
heavy kndpfack, I frequently halted to repofe my- 
felf under the trees, that offered me their thade, 
at a little diftance from the highway. In one of 
thefe refting places, I found two lads very well 
dreffed, talking merrily on the grafs, while they 
enjoyed the coolnefs of the fhads. I faluted them 
yery courteoufly, and entered into converfation 
with them, at which they did not feem difpleafed, 
The eldeft was not more than fifteen, and they 
feemed both to be extremely raw. “‘ Signior ca- 
valier, (faid the youngeft to me) we are fons of 
two rich citizens of Plazencia, who longing ex- 
tremely to fee the kingdom of Portugal, in order 
to fatisfy our curiofity, have taken an hundred 
piftoles each from our parents ; and as we travel 
a-foot, hope to go a great way with that fum, 
What is your opinion of the matter?”” “ If I had 
fo much, (J replied) God knows where I fhould 
go; I would vifit the four corners of the world. 
What the devil! two hundred piftoles! "tis an 
immenfe fum, and you'll pever fee the end af 
it. If it be agreeable to you, gentlemen, (added 
3) I thall have the honour of accompanying yous 
as far as the city of Almeria, where I am going to 
take poffeffion of the eftate of an uncle, who has 
been fettled in that place twenty years, or there- 


abouts, " 
The 
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The young citizens affured mc, they would be 


' glad of my company. Whereupon, having refted 
_ ourfelves a little, we fet forwards all together, to- 


wards Alcantara, where we arrived a yood, while. 
before night, and went to lodge ata good: inn, 
We.afked for aroom, and were fhewn into one, | 
where there was a prefs with a key in it. Having 
befpoke fupper, I propofed to my comrades, that 
we fhould go and fee the town, whileit was getting 


.yeady. They accepted the propofal, we locked 


our knapfacs in the prefs, the key of which one of 
the citizens put in hjs pocket, and going out of 
the inn, went to view the churches. While we 
were in the cathedral, I pretended, all of a fudden, 
¢o have an affair of confequence in hand, and {aid 
to my companions, ‘‘ Gentlemen, J have juft re- 
colle&ted, that a perfon of Toledo defired: me ta 
deliver a fhort meflage to a merchant, who lives 
near this church. Pray ,wait for me here, and 
Fil be back in an inftant.”* So faying, I left them, 
run to the inn, flew to the cheft, forced the lock, 
and rummaging the knapfacs of my young cits, 
found their piftoles, Poor children! I did noe 
teave them fo much as one to pay for their night's 
lodging. I carried all off, quitted the town as 
fat as poffible, and took the road to Merida, 
without giving myfelf any farther concern about 
them. 

That adventure put me in a condition to travel 
agreeably: though I was young, I found myfelt 
capable of conducting myfelf with prudence ; and 
I may fay, I was pretty old, confideving my years. 
Having refolved to buy a mule, I put my refolu- 
tion in practice at the next village. I even con- 
verted my knapfac into a portmanteau, and began 
to affume a little more of the man of confequence, 
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On the third day, I met a man finging vefpers,. 
as loud as he could roar, on the highway. Judging, 
by his appearance, that he was a chanter, I ‘ac- 
cofted him with courage, ‘* S'gnior batchelor, you 
fing purely, your heart gces with your profcffion; 
“J fee.” ‘Sir, (amfwered he) I am a chanter at 
your fervice, and amefe myfelf with clearing my 
pipes, as-you hear.’’ - 

In this manner’ we entered into converfatiom, 
and J} pereeived that I had got in company with a 
moft witty and agreeable fellow, about four or 
fave and ‘twenty years old. As he travelled on foot, 
I made my mule walk flowly, that I might have 
the pleafure of converfing with him ; and, among 
other things, the difcoutrfe turning on Toledo, ‘*1 
know that ‘city perfe€ly well, (faid the: chanter) 
having lived a good while in it, and I believe 
have fome friends there.’” “ In what” place (an- 
fwered I;interrupting him} did you live at Toledo?” 
He replied, “In the new ftreet, I lived with 
Den Vincent de Buena Garra, Don Matthias deCor- 
del, and two or three more, gentlemen of honour : 

we lodged, eat, and: paffed our time agreeably to- 

gether.”” Thefe words furprized me ; for it muft 

be obferved, that thofe gentlemen, whofe names he 

mentioned, were the very fharpers with whom fF. 
had kept company at Toledo. ‘* Signior chanter, 

(cried I) thofe gentlemen, whom you have named, 

are of my acquaintance, and I lived with them in 


the new ftreet.’” °° I underftand you, (he replied} | 


fmiling) that is to fay, you are entered in the 
company, fince I left it three years ago. ‘* I have 
(faid I) quited thefe gentlemen, becaufe I’ was 
feized with an inclination to travel. I intend to 
make the tour of Spain; knowing that I hall 
improve by experience,” ‘< Without doubt (he 
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‘replied) one muft travel before he can have a 
finifhed educaiion: it was for this reafon that I 
left Toledo; where I lived very agreeably. -1 
thank heaven (added he) for having met, when I 
leaft expeéted it, a knight of my own order. Let 
us join, travel together, make attempts on our 
neighbour's purfe, and lay hold of every occafion 
that prefents itfelf, of exerting our fkill.”’ 
He made this propefal fo frankly, and with fuch 
a good grace, that I accepted it. He won my 
confidence all of a fudden, in beftowing his upon 
mye, and we unbofomed ourfelves to one another. 
‘A recounted my hiftory to-him, and he made no 
myftery of his adventures to me; letting me know, 
-that he was juft come from Portalegro, whence an 
anfuccefsful trick had obliged him to efcape with 
_precipitation, in the drefs he now wore. After 
-he had communicated to me his whole affairs, we 
refolved to go to Merida.together, in order to try 
‘our fortune, by ftriking fome lucky ftroke, if pof- 
fible ;. and then immediately decamping, to remove 
eifewhere. From that moment, our ftock became 
common betwixt us; indeed Moralez (fo my com- 
pasion was called) was not in .a -very brilliant 
fituation. His whole fortune confifted of five or 
fix ducats, with fome baggage that he carried in 
.a wallet: but if I was richer than he, in ready 
money, he, on the other hand, was more -eon- 
-fummate than I, in the art of ceceivirg man- 
Kind. 
_ We mounted my mule by tums, and, in this 
manner, arriving at Merida, halted at an inn of 
the fuburbs, wh.re my comrade took: out of his 
-wallet a drefs, in which he was no fooner cloathed, 
than we went to take a turn through the town, 
reconnoitre the ground, and look for an oppor- 
M2 tunity 


324 The ADVENTURES of 

tunity of going to work, . We confidered every! 
object that prefénted itfelf, with great attention, 
and, as Homer woukl have faid, refembted two 
kites, that caft their eyes abroad, to look for birds’ 
on which te prey. In fhort, we waited, in hopes: 
that chance would afford an occafion, on which 
‘we might employ our induftry, when we perceived 
in the ftreet, an old gray haired gentleman, fighting 
agaimft three men, whio pufhed hard at him. I was 
thocked at the inequality of the combat, and, as # 
am naturally a:tilter, flew to the affiftance of the 
old man : Moralez following my example, we at- 


_ tacked the gentleman's three enemies, and obliged 


ahem ta. feek their fafety in flight. 

The. fenior was mighty thankful, “ We are 
very glad’ ({aid § to him) that we happened to be’ 
here fo feafonably, to give you affiftance: -but fet’ 
us know, at leaft, who we have had the good’ for- 
‘tune to ferve; and pray tell us, for what rea- 
fon thofe three men would have affaffinated yow."” 
““ Gentlemen, (he replied) I am too much obliged 
to refufe the fatisfaction you defire..- My name is: 
Jerome de Moyadas, and I live on my fortune 
in this city: one of thefe affaffins from whom: 


_ you have, delivered me, made love to my: daughter, 


atked her of me.in marriage fome days.ago ; and 
as he could-not obtain my confent, attacked me 
fword in hand, in order to be revenged.” ** And 
may one afk (I replied) your reafon for refufing 
your confent’to that gentleman ?”” * I will tell you 
faid he.) I had a’brother, a merchant in this city, 
whofe name was Auguftin ; two months ago he was 


at Calatrava, and lodged at the houfe of Juan Velez: 


de Menbrilla, his correfpondent, with whom he 
was fo intimate, that, in order to ftrengthen their 
faendfhip ftill more, he promifed my only daughter 

Flo- 
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‘Florentina in marriage to his fon, ‘not doubting 


that he had credit enough with me to perform his 
promife. Accordingly, my brother, upon his re- 
turn to Merida, no fooner mentioned the affair, 
than I, out of love to him, confented to the mar-~ 


‘Siage, He then fent Florentina’s piéture to Cala- _ 
_trava; but alas! -had+not-the fatisfaction of finith- 


ing the work, for he died three weeks ago ; con- 
juring me, on his death-bed, to difpofe of my 
daughter to none but his correfpondent’s fon. 


. This I promifed, and:on this account refufed Flo- 


tentina to the gentleman who affaulted me, al- 
though he is a very advantageous match. I ama 
lave to my werd, and every moment expe the 
fon of Juan Velez de Menbrilla, on whom I will 
-beftow my daughter in marriage, though I never 
faw either him or his father. I beg pardon, (con- 
tinued Jerome de Moyadas) for troubling you with 
with this relation : but you yourfelf exacted it of 
me,” 

I liftened to him with great attention, and re- 
felving upon a trick, that ftruck me in the head 
‘of a fudden, affected: great aftonifhment, lifted up 
my eyes to heaven, and turning towards the old 


_aman, faid, in a pathetic tone, ‘‘ Ah, Signior 
.Moyadas! is it poffible, that on my firft arrival at 
_ Merida, I fhould be fo happy as to fave the life of 


my father-in-law!’ The old citizen was ftrangely 
Surprized at thefe words, as well as Moralez, who 
fhewed, by his countenance, what a gteat rogue 
he took me to be. ‘* What do I hear? (replied 


. the fenior) how! are you ‘the fon of my brother's 


‘correfpondent ?”” ‘* Yes, Signior Jerome de Moy- 
adas, (anfwered I, with an audacious countenance, 
while I threw my arms about his neck) I .am that. 

M 3 happy 
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happy mortal for whom the adorable Florentina is’ 
deftined. But before I exprefs my joy in entering 
into your family, allow me to thed into your bofom. 
‘the tears whieh the remembrance of your brother 
~Augoftin renews! Ifthould be the moft ungrateful 
of all mankind, if I was not fenfibly touched with: 
the death of a perfon to whom I-owe all the hip- 
pinefs.of my life!’ So faying, I again embraced 
honeft Jerome, and covered my eyes with my 
hand, on pretence of wiping’ away: my tears.’ 
Moralez, who, in a twinkling, perceived the ad- 
vantage-we might reap from a trick of this kind, 
did not fail to fecond the-impofture, and pafing 
for my valet; even topped me i the forrow I had 


” manifefted for the death of Signior Auguftin. 


** Monfieur: Jerome, (cried he) what a lof yeu 
fave fuffered in your: brother’s death! he was fuch: 
an honeft man! the very phoenix ef commerce, a: 
difinterefted merchant, a merchant of integrity ; 
there are few of his fellows to be met with.”” 

‘We had to do with a fimpie and credulous man, : 
who, fo far from fafpe@ing the cheat, was him- 
felf an affiftant in it.. “‘ And why (faid -he) did 
you not come ftraight te my heufe? you fhould 
‘not have gone to lodge at an inn: confidering the 


_ terms on which we are, mo ceremony ought to 


~ 


have been obferved.’” “ Sir, (anfwered Meoralez, : 
taking upon him to fpeak for me) my mafter is, 
J grant you, a little ceremonious: not but that 
he is excufable in fome fhape, m being unwilling 
to appear Lefore you in his prefent fituation :-for 
we have been robbed in our journey hither, and 
loft all our baggage.” - * The young man (faid I, 
interrupting him) tells you nothing but the truth, 


- Signior de Moyadas.’ This misfortune did not 


permit 
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Pemit me t6 core to. your hotfe: f duct Not . 
fl prefen-myfelf in this garb, before the eyes - Of | 


| ahiftrefs, who has not -as yet feen- me’; and for : 


‘that reafon, J: waited the return’of. a valet, whom. 

_ #have fent. to Calatrava’ “ This actident (rea 
Spilted the oldman) ought not to have hindred you 
arom. coming to ftay at my houfe, where I intend 
you thal immediately take #p your lodging.” , 

‘ So faying, he catrief me ‘home wit’ him; and’ 

By the way, we talked of the pretended tobbery 
“ahat I had’ fuffered, when I affured him, that-what 
| fave me the ‘greateft concern, was my having 
“Galt, -wirl: my baggage, the pidture of Fiorentina. 
Whereupon the. citizen obferved, with a fmile,. 
Sahat 1 muft confole myfelf fer that lofs,. the more 
ny as the origisial was better than: ‘the: Gopy. 
=f 4 m aifect, as. foon as we came to his: houfe, he cal- 


he young bye geen to me, You fee the 


Rabie which my Late brother promifed to you.” 
ye Ah, Signior! (eried I, with a paffignate air) 
ek have’ no oc¢afion to tell: mie, that-this is the: 
Mimiable Florentina !. thefe charming features are: 
tengraved on my memory, and ftill more upon my 


® mly a flight tketch:of fuch perfection, could in- 
I muft be trahfporeed at this. moment !” 


stam not vain enough to imagine, that my quali- 


“ications | juntify * your “difcourfe.”’ “Go on with’ 


fame time -he left me alone ‘with his daughter,:— 


and takisg Moralez afide, ‘* Friend, (faid. he 3 : 
. him). 


i your compliments,’” -{faid the “father,) At the 


t : 


Bere If the pi€tere. which I loft, and which was’ 
same me with the*rncft: ardent paffion, judge 


“You flatter me -too much, {faid Florentina) for’ 
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him) you have loft all your baggage then, and, 
without doubt, your money too.”’ “ Yes, fir, 
¢anfwered my comrade) a great number of ban- 
ditti poured upon us, near Cafti!l Blazo, and left 
us nothing but the cloaths on our backs: but we 
fhall, in a very fhort time, receive bills of ex- 
change, which will fet all things to rights a- 
gain.” - 

‘* But until thofe bills arrive, (replied the old 
man, taking a purfe out of his pocket) here are 
an hundred piftoles at your fervice.”’ *‘O fir! 
{faid Moralez) my mafter would not accept them 
for the world. I find you don’t know him, 
Zooks ! he is a man of great delicacy on thefe oc- 


¥ 


cafions, ‘He is none of thofe fathionable youngfters,. 


who are apt to take up from every body. He 
does not love to be in debt, and would rather 
beg his bread than borsow one farthing,’’ “‘ So 
much the better, (faid the honeft citizen) I efteem 
him the more on that account: I cannot bear to 
fee young men contract debts : I pardon it indeed 
in people of quality ; becaufe it is a privilege they 
have. poffeffed a long time. I won’t (continued 
he) affront thy mafter, and fince it will only give 
him pain to offer him money, we muft fay no 
more about it.” With thefe words, he was goirg 
to put the purfe in his pocket again, but my 
companion held his hand, faying, “ Bold, Signior 
Moyadas, whatever averfion my mafter has to 
borrowing, I don’t defpair of prevailing upon him 
to accept your hundred piftoles. °Tis only from 
firangers he is thy of borrowing: he is not fo 
ceremonious with his own family : he can even 
demand of his father with a good grace, what- 
ever money he has occafion for. The young 

gentle- 
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bentleman, you perceive, knows how to diftinguifh 
perfons, and ought to look upon you, Sir, as @ 
fecond father.”’ 

Moralez, by fuch difcourfe, fecured the purfe of 
the old man, who came and rejoined us ; and 
finding his daughter ahd me engaged in mutual 
compliments, interrupted our converfation, by 
telling Florentina the obligation he lay under to 
‘mes and, on that feore, made me profeffions 
which convinced. me of his gratitude. I laid hold 
of fuch ‘a favourable difpofition, and told the ci- 
fizen, that the moft fenfible mark of acknow- 
ledgement he could thew, would be-to haften my 
marriage with his daughter. He yielded, with a 
good grace, to my impatience, affuring mie, that 
dn three days at fartheft I fiould be Florentina’s 
fufband, and that inftead of fix thowfand ducats, 
Which he had promifed for her dower, he wouli 
give me ten, as a proof of his being deeply affected 
‘With the fervice I had dofte him, 

Momlez and §, therefore, Mved with the onet 
mah Jerome de Moyadas, Rindly treated, and in 
the agreeable expectation of .ten thonfand ducats, 
with which we propofed to make a fudden de 
éampment from ‘Mertda. Our joy, however, was 
‘checked by fears we wéte apprehenfive, that in 
Yefs than three days, the true fon of Juan Velez de. 
Menbrilla would arrive, and crofs our good for- 
¢ane. 

This fear was by no meatis itf founded : for, 
the very next day, a Kiad of peafant, loaded with 
a portmanteau, came to the houfe of Florentina’s 
father, when I was not at hotne, though my 
comrade was prefenit. -“ Sir, (faid the peafant to’ 
the old man) I belong to a young gentleman of 


Calatrava, called. Signior dela Menbrilla, who is 
th 


t 
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to be -your fon-in-law. We are juft arrived, and 
the will be here prefently. .I came before to give 
you notice of his approach.’’ He had {carce fpoke 
thefe words, when his mtafter appeared: a cir- 
‘cumftance, that-furprifed the old man very much, 
and difconcerted Moralez a little. 

Pedro, who was a very genteel young fellow, 
addreffed himfelf to Florentina’s father; but the 
shoneft citizen did not give him time to finifh his 
difcourfe, and turning to my companion, afked 
the meaning of all this, Then Moralez, who was 
fecond to no man on earth in impudence, affumed 
an air of affurance, and faid to the old man, 
‘* Sir, thefe two men belong to the troop of 
thieves, who robbed -us on the highway: I re- 
colle& them both ‘very well, particularly him who 
has the audacity to call himfelf the fon of Signior 
Juan Velez de la Menbrilla.”’ The old citizen 
believed Moralez, and, perfuaded that the ftran- 
gers were cheats, faid to them, ‘‘ Gentlemen, you 
«come too late: your fcheme is prevented; Pedro 
dela Menbrilla has been in my houfe fince yefter- 
day.’ ‘‘ Take care of what you fay, (anfwered 


the young man of Calatrava) you have got an im-— 


poftor in your family ; for you muft know, that 
Juan ‘Velez de Menbrilla has no other fon than 
me.” ‘*J ‘know better, (replied the ald man) 
and am not ignorant of your profeffion: don’t 
you recolle& this young man, and remember his 
mafter whom you robbed ?”? “* If I was not in 
‘your houfe, (faid Pedro) I would punifh the info- 
lence of that cheat, who has the prefumption to 
call me arobber. Let him thank your prefence, 
that reftrains my indignation. Sir, (added he) 
you are impofed upon. I am the young man to 


whom your brother Auguftin promifed his niece. 
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If you defire'it, can thew all the letters which 
He wrote to my father, on the fubje@ of the mar« 
riage. Will you not believe it when you fee the 
pidure of Florentina, which he fent to me fome 
time before his death ?’” 

** No, (faid the old citizen, interrupting himy 
neither the piéture- nor the letters will convince 
me: I know very well in what manner they fell 
ietto your hands, ard I advife you, as. a-friend, to 
be gone from Merida-as foon as yowcan.”” ** Thig 
is too much; (cried’ tHe. young gentleman in his 
turn) I-will-not fuffer:my name to be ftolen with 
impunity, nor myfelf to be treated like an high- 
wayman. IF know fome people in this place, 
whom I will‘find, and return to confound the im- 
poftor that has prejudiced you againft me.” “So 
faying, he retired with his - valet, and Moralez 
remained mafter of the field: may, this: adventure 
made Jerome de Moyadas refélve to have. the mar- 
riage celebrated that. very day, and he went out 
inftantly, te give the neceffary-orders for the oc- 
cafion, 

Though nty comrade was very well pleafed to 
fee Florentina’s father in a difpofition fo favour< 
able for us, he was far from being perfectly at 
eafe; fearing the confequence of the meafures 
which he conclided Pedro would certainly take ; 
and he waited for me with impatience, to com- 
municate what had happened. Finding him, at 
my return, plunged in a profound reverje, “‘ What 
is the matter, friend ? (faid I) thow feemeff in a 
brown ftudy.”” He replied, ‘‘ If I-am,- it is not. 
without reafon.”” And informed me of the whole 
affair ; adding, “‘ Thou feeft what caufe I have 
tomufe. It was thou- alone, who rafhly threw 
us. into this dilemma. It was a fhining al da 


R32 The ADVENTURES of 


I owe, apd would have crowned thee with glory, 
had it fucceeded: but in all appearance, it wil - 
end ill; and it is my advice, that, in order to 
prevent explanations, we immediately betake. 
ourfelves to our heels, with the feather which 
we have plucked from the honeft man’s wing.” 
“Mr. Moralez, (anfeered I to this propofal) 
you yield to difficulties, I find, very foon, and 
don't do a great deal of honour to Don Matthias 
de Cordel, and the other cavaliers, with whom 
you lived at Teledg: one who hag ferved his ap- 
prentioehhip under {uch able mafters, ought not 
to be eafily alarmed. As for me, who intend 
: to walk in the fteps of thefe heroes, and prove 
myfelf a worthy pupil, J will begr up againft the 
obftacle that terrifies. yop, and make my utmoft, 
effort to farrgoynt jt.” “If you accomplifh that, © 
(faid my campapion) I will prefer you, to all thq 
great men in Phytarch.”* 
Juft as Moraleg had done fpeaking, Jerome de 
Moyadas coming ip, {aid to me, ‘* You fhalkbe my 
fon-in-law this very evening: your feryant ({ 
fuppofe) has told you. what happened. What 
do you think of the impudence of the rogue, who 
would have made me belieye that he was the fon 
of my brother’s cerrefpondent ?”” ‘‘Signior, (an- 
{wered J, in a melancholy tone, and with the moft 
ingenuous air I coukl affect) I fod I am not qua- 
lified to carry on deceit. I muft fincerely own that 
I am not the fon of Juan Velez de Menbrilla.” 
‘© What do I hear! (cried the old man, iptetrupt- 
ing me with equal precipitation and furprize) how! 
you not the young man, to whom my brother’’---« 
“¢ Pray, Sir, (faid I, interrupting himin myturn) be — 
(9 gaod as to hear me to anend. | haveloved your: 
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daughter thefe eight days, duting which, my paf+ 
fion has detained me at Merida; and yefterday, 
after having come to your affiftance, I was about 


to demand her in marriage, when you. Ropt my 


mouth, by giving me to underftand, that fhe was 
deftined for another; You told me, that your 
brother in his laft moments, conjured .you to be- 
ftow her upon Pedro de la Menbrilla; that you 
promifed to comply with his: requeft, and, - in 
fhort; that you was-a flave to your word. This 
information, I confefs, overwhelmed me, and — 
my love, reduced to defpair, infpired me with the 
ftratagem I put in pradtice.. I mutt: tell you, . 


however, that I fecretly upbraided myfelf with the © 


trick I had put upon you; but I Asctered myfelf 
that you would forgive it, when I fhould have 
difcovered it, and convinced you that I am ati 
Italian prince, who travel incognito; and that 
my father ‘is fovereign of certain vailies fituated. 
between: the Swifs, the Milanefe and Savoy. £ 
imagined that you would be agreeably furpriz d, 
when I thould have revealed my. birth ; and I felt 
all the: pleafure of a delicate and paffionate hufs 
band, in the hope of declaring it to Flesentina, . 
after our marriage, Heaven (added I, changing 
my tone) would not ‘indulge me .in fo much joy : 
Pedro de la Menbrilla appears, and I muft reftore 
him his name, how much foever the reftitution 
will cot me, You are engaged by your promife, 
to chufe him for a fon-in-law ; and it is your dety 
to prefer him to me, without regard to my rank, 
or compaffion for the cruel firvation to which you 
are going to reduce me. I will not - pretend | 
to reprefent, that your trother was only the 
uncle of your daughter, and that you being hec 
father, it is more/juft to acquit yourfelf of the 
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obligation you owe me, than to make it a point 
of honour to keep a poms which is but flightly 
binding.”’ 

. £© Ven, doubtiefs,- it i6 fo! (cried Jerome de 
Moyadas). therefore Jo .mot intend to hefitate 


between. you and Dan Pedro de Menbrilla, H 


my brother Auguftin was fill alive, be would not 
blame: me for giving the preference to a man 
who faved my. lifes and. who is, moreover, a 
prince, who does not difdain to afk my alliance, 
] muft be an encmy tp my own pappinefs, and 
entirely deprived of. my underftanding, if I did 
not give you my daughter, and even prefs the ce- 
lebration of. the marriage.” “* But, fignior, (I 
replied) do nothing: impetuoufly, confult your in- 
tereft ianly, and, naewithfanding the nobility of 
my blood’’.--** Sure you jeft! (faid he, inter- 
yupting-me) ought § to hefirate one moment ?_ no, 
my prince, I mott humbly .befeech -you to honour 
the happy Florentina, with your hand, this very 
enening.:’ .‘* Well, {faid I) be it fo ; go carry 
the news. yourfelf, and infor ber of her. glorious 

fate.’ - _ gens 
: Whik the: heneft citizen- -flew cagerly to tell his 
daughter, that fhe: had .myatle the conqueft of a 
prince, Moralez, who had heard the whole cor- 
verfation, thidew himfelf on his knees before me, 
fayimg, ““ MonGSgnior the Isalian prince, fon of a 
fovereign of the valltes fituated between the Swifs, 
Milaneze. and Savoy, give me leave to embrace the 
feet of.your bighnefs, and-teftify the exceffive joy 
I feel,, Upon the .faith of a knave, I look upon 
you.as.a prodigy I thought myfelf the firft man 
in the world, but: truly I firike to you, although 
yop have lefg experience than J.”"”> What! you 
are no longer uneafy, 1 ete faid I. to him. 
: 66 O ! 
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“6 O} not. at all, (anfwered he) -F am. no-tager 
afraid of Signor Pedro-5 let-him' come agam_ as 
*  feon as he pleafes.”” Moratez- and I being nov 
= firm fet in the ftirraps, begam' to regulate the 
i,  courfe we fhould take. with. the ‘dowry, on whic 
we depended fo much, that ‘we could not.. have 
© thought ourfelves mrose fecure of it, had it been 
“ already in our pockcts.. We had not, as yet, got 
«it for ail. that, and the cataftrophe of the advene 
i ‘ture did not anfwer our expectation. | 
In a little time, the: young mam of Calatrava Tew 
_ turned, accompanied ty two citizens and an. ala 
guazil, as formidable, on acceant of his whifkers 

and fwarthy complexion, as of his employnient. 
Florentina’s father being prefent, ‘% Signior de 

: Moyadas, (faid Pedto to him) I have brought 
hither. three creditable people; who know me; 
~ and can tell you who I am.””.~'“ Yes, fure,.{criew 
the alguazil) I can tel, and Fcertify to ail whom 
it may concern, that I know you. Your nameis 
Pedro, and you are the cnly fon of Juan Velez-de 
la Menbrilla : whoever maintains ‘the: conteary cif 
an impoftor.”” ‘ I believe you,. Mr. Alguazily 
(faid the honeft man Jerome de :Moyadas): your 
evidence is facred with me, as well as that of that 
gentlemen merchants, who are along with ~por.: 
1 am fully convinced that the young cavalier,: x#hol 
conducted you hither, isthe only fon of my bros 
ther’s cortefpondent : : but. that does not fignify; & 
am no npagSE in ~ mind tas give ais) my manele 
ter.” eon 
<¢ Oho! that’s spies affair, ffaid the algwaw 
zil) I came hither only to'affure you, that I knoaw 
this young man. You are :mafter of your chiidy 
and no body can compeh yout’ et with. trek 
again your inclination.” 7-‘* Nor do. I intends 
N 2 : (faid 
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(faid Pedro, interrupting him) to offer violence te 
the inclination of Signior de Moyadas ; but he wil 
give me leave to ask why he has changed his fen- 
timents, or if he has any caufe to complain of me. 


Let me be affured, at leaft, that I have not 
. loft the fweet hope of being his fon-in-law by my | 


own misbehaviour.” * I have no caufe to com- 
plein of you, (replied the ald man) and will even 
ewn, that it is with regret I fee myfelf under a 
neceflity of breaking my word, for which I con- 
jure you to forgive me. I am ‘perfuaded that you 
, afe too generous to. take it amifs, that I prefer to 
you.a rival, who has faved my life. Here he is, 
(purfued he, fhewing me to the company) this is 
the perfon who refcued me from the moft immi- 
nent danger ; and that my excife may have ftill 
more force, 1 muft inform you that he. is no lefs 
shan an Italian prince, = - > 
At thefe laft words, Pedro: became mute and 
confounded ; the two merchants ftared with the 
utmoft furprizée: but the alguazil accuftomed to 
Jook upon the worft fide of every thing, fufpeéted 
this wonderful adventure to be a trick, that might 
turn out to his advantage ; he eyed me very at. 
tentively, and his good-will .being baffied by my 
features, which were utterly unknown to him, 


he examined my comrade with the fame attention, 


Unhickily for my highnefs,; he recolleéted Moralez, 
and remembring te have feen him in the prifon 
of Ciudad Real, * Ah ha! (cried he) here is one 
of my cuftomers: I remember this gentleman, 
who, I affure you, is one of the moft perfee 
tharpers within the kingdoms and principalities af 
Spain.” “Softly; Mr. Alguazil, (faid ‘Jerome de 
Moyadas) the: young man, whom you paint fo 
difadvantageoufly, isthe domeftic of a prince. 
7 is “* Very 
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<* Very well, (replied the alguazil) I know enougle? 


to form my refolution accordingly, -and ‘fudger pt: 
the mafter by the man, ‘I don’t.doubt” that -thefey 
gallants are two cheats, who have: agreed: ta inzi-: 
pofe pon you. I know hew to: manage: in fuch: 
cafes ; and to fet you fee that thefe wits-are advens' 
turers, Iwill carry them inttanely to-goal.’ Fintéhd 
to inttoduce them to 4 private conveérfationy with? 
Morifleur’ the Corregidor ;. after ‘which, they. will? 
feel that whipping is not .yet ‘out of fathion;* 
‘* Hold there, matter officer,(seplied the oki mun)! 
don’t ‘let us puth “matte¥é fo fars "people of: pours 
profeffion are’ not afraid‘of. giving pain.:to. a: wore 
thy man. - May not thie vaiét be a rogue; and hid 
mafter a man of honour ? ‘is ita new'thing to’ fee 
fharpers in the fervice of princes?” You joke 
with your princes (fatd -thte alguazil) this’ youn 
felldw is a knight ofthe. poft,,; you may’ depend 
upon it, and | arreft him and‘ his. comrade in ‘the 
king’s tame. I have twenty? folders ae the dootp 
who fail drag them to 'prifog, if they refufe ‘to xo 
with a good grace, : Comdé, my ptince, (addreffing 
himfclt to me} let us mare oe 8 
. 1 was thunderftrack at thefe words, as well ‘as 
Moralez, and. our concern sendered ve fafpedted 
to Jeroiié de Moyadas ; ‘dr rather convinced ‘him, 
that we actually had a defign to defraud him... Od 
this ocoafion, however, fre behaved like @ gallanr 
man;"'faying to the alguazil, **. Mattes: officer, 
perhdps your ‘fbfpicions: are falfe,. and perhars 
they aré Bur too true. Be ig as-iti will, let us dive. 
no“ farther into the affair: et thefe two young 
cavaliets retire -wherefcever’ they fhall pleafe to 


go, and I’ beg you will not oppote’ their retreat : 


it is a favour I ask, ia order to acquit myfelf of 
the obligation L owetathem,”’ _‘* Were E Qrialy 
. N 3 to 
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te do my duty, (anfwered the alguazil) I fthould 
imprifon thefe gentlemen, without having any re- 
gard te yeur entreaty ; but, for your fake, I will 
relax a listke, provided that they quit the town 
this inftant: for if I meet them to-morrow, egad! | 
they fhall fee what will become of them.” 

When Moralez and I underftoad that we were 
free, we recollected ourfelves a little, endeavoured 
to talk boldly, and affirm that we were perfons of 
Honour ; but the alguazil filenced us with a fierce 
look ; and J don’t know how thefe people have 
_ an. afcendant over.us. We were obliged there- 

fore, ta abandon Fiorentina and ber portion to 
Pedro de la Menbrilla, who, doubtlefs, became 
the fon in law of Jerome de Moyadas, and retire 
with ail fpeed, taking the road to Truxillo, with 


the confplation of having, at leaft, got an hundred © 


piftoles by the adventure. About an hour before 
night, paffing by 2 little village, with a refolution 
of going farther before we fhould halt, we per- 
ecived an inn of a pretty gapd appearance fot 
that place, and the landlord, with his wife fitting 
on long ftones at the door. The hufband, a tall, 
meagre ald fellaw; thrummed upon a wretched gui- 
tarre, for the diverfion of his wife, who feemed ta 
Jiften with pleafpre. ‘* Gentlemen, (cried the 
landlord, when he faw we did not ftop) J advife 
you to halt at this place: you won't find a village 
within three weary leagues of this ; and even there, 
J affure you, you won't be fo well ferved as here : 
take my word for it, and walk into my houfe, 
where I will entertain you handfomely, at # fea- 
fonable tate.” We fuffered -ourfelves to be per- 
fuaded, and approaching the man and his wife, 
bid them good even; and having feated ourfelves 
by them, . began, | all pale to talk of indifferent 
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fybje@s. The landlord faid he was an officer of 
the holy brotherhood ; and his wife was a fat, 
merry dame, who feemed to underftand very well 
how to vend her commodities, 

Our converfation was interrupted by the arrival 
of twelve or fifteen cavaliers, fome mounted on 
mules, and fome a-horfeback, followed by thirty 
haggage moyls loaded with bales. ‘“‘ Ah! what a 
number of princes! (cried the landlord, at fight 
of fo many people) where fhall I find lodging for 
them all?’? In a moment the village was crouded 
with men and beafts. There was luckily, near 
the inn, a vaft barn, in which the moyls and the 
baggage were difpofed :. the mules and horfes be- 
Jonging ta the cavaliers, were put in other places ; 
and ag for the men, they did not concern them- 
felves fo much about finding beds, as in befpeaking 
a good fupper, The landlord, his wife, and a 
young maid-fervant belonging to the houfe, were 
not idle ; they flaughtered all the poultry in their 
yard, which joined to fome ragouts made of rab- 
bits and cats, and-a plentiful difh of foup, com- 
pofed of collifowers and mutton, furnifhed enter- 
tainment enough for the whole company. 

Moralez and J looked at the cavaliers, who, 
from time to time, eyed us alfo. At laft, 
entered into converfj.tion, and told them, iat if 
it was agreeable, we would fup in company. They 
affured us, that we could net dp them a greater 
pleafure : fo we fat down all together at table. 
There was one among them who feemed to be the 
chief, and for whom the reft, though otherwife 
very familjar, did not fail to fhew fome deference : 

"tig true, indeed, he kept the upper end, talked 
jp an elevated tone of voice, and eyen contra- 
difted, fometines, in a cavalier manner, the fen- 
tioents 
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timents of the reft, who, far from replying in the 
fame manner to him, feemed to refpeé& his opi- 
nions.. The difcourfe falling, by accident, on An- 
dalufia ; and Moralez taking it into his head to 
praife Seville, this man faid to him, “* Signior ca- 
valier, you are making the elogium of the city 
where I firft drew breath, or, at leaft, I was 
born in its neighboyrhood, fince the town of May- 
rena gave me to the world.” ‘* Ican fay the 
farne thing, (anfwered my companion) I was like- 
wife born at Mayrena, and I muft certainly know 
your parents: pray, whofe fon zre you?" ‘I 
am (faid the cavalier) the fon of an honeft notary, 
called Martin Moralez.”” “* Upori my faith ! (cried 
my comrade, with emotion) the adventure is ex- 
tremely fingular: you are then my eldeft bro- 
ther, Manuel Moralez ?”” ““ The very fame, (faid 
the other) and you are, I fuppofe, my young bro- 
ther, Lewis, whom } left in the cradle, when I 
quitted my father’s houfe >’ ‘* That is my name, 
indeed,” (replied my comrade) Upon which they 
both got up, and embraced one another with ‘great 
affection. Then:Signior Manuel faid to the com- 
pany, ‘‘ Gentlemen, this event is altogether mare 
wellous! Ehave, by accident, met and difcovered 
a brother, whom I have not feen thefe twenty 
years and more alfsw me to prefebt him to the 
company.’” All the cavaliérs, who kept them- 
felves’ ftanding, out “of con-:olaifance, fatated the 
young Moralez, and lozded him with careffes. Af- 
terwards, we fat down again at table, where we 
remained all night, without going te bed; the two 
dtothers fitting by one another, and converfing by 
themfelves, about their family, while the other 
Betts rank and made ey 
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Lewis, after a long converfation with Manuel, 
taking me afide, fajd, *‘ All thefe cavaliers are do- 
meftics of the Count de Montanos, whom the 
king has lately named for, viceroy of Majorca, 
They are conduéting their mafter’s equipage to 
Alicant, where they are to embark, My brother, 
who is become fteward to that nobleman, has 
propofed ta carry me along with him; and, on 
account of the reluétance I expreffed in leaving 
you, told me, that if you would .accompany us, 
he would procure for you a good employment, 
Dear friend, (added he) I advife thee not to dif- 
dain the offer ; let us go together to the ifland of 
Majorca; if we find it agreeable, we will ftay 


there, and if we thall be difpleafed with our fitua- 


tion, we will return to Spain.” ; 

I willingly embraced the propofal ; young Mo- 
ralez and I joined the count’s officers, and ‘fet out 
with them from the jnn, before day. Having, by’ 
long marches, gained the city of Alicant, I bought 
a guitarre, and took off a handfome fuit of cloaths, 


‘. before our embarkation ; thinking of nothing ‘but 


the ifland of Majorca, ‘and Lewis Moralez was in 


” the fame difpofition. We feemed to have renounced 


fharping altogether, To tell you the truth, we 
had a mind to pafs for perfons of honour among 
the cavaliers, in whofe company we were ; and 
that kept a check upon our geniufes, At laft we 
went merrily on board, flattering ourfelves witly 
the hopes of being at Majorca in a very little time: 


‘" but fcarce had we cleared the gulph of Alicant, 


when a.terrible tempeft arofe. I might in this place 
of my relation, take an opportunity to make a fine 
defcription of the ftorm; to paint the air all on 
fire, to make the thunder roar, the winds whiftle, 
the mountain billows roll, &c, Byt all’ thefe 
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fiowers of rhetoric apart, I affure you the hur- 
ricane was violent, and obliged us to bear away for 
the point of the ifland of Cabrera, a defert ifle, in 
which there is a little fort, at that time garritoned 
by an officer, and five or fix foldiers, who gave 
us a very hofpitable reception. 

As we were obliged to ftay there feveral days, 
in order to repair our fails and tackle, we in- 
vented different kinds of amufements, to pa‘s the 
time agreeably, Each followed his own inclinations : 
fome played at primero, others fought different 
diverfions, and I went to walk through the ifland, 
accompanied by thofe who loved fuch exercife. 
We fkipt from rock to rock ; for the ground 
was very uneven, full of ftones and very defi- 
cient in good fail, One day, while we confidered 
thefe parched, withered places, and admired the 
caprice of nature, that fhews herfelf fruitful or 
barren, as fhe pleafes, our nofes were invaded, all 
“of a fudden, with a moft agreeable fmell. We 
immediately turned to the eaftward, from whence 
that odour came, and perceived, with aftonifh- 
ment, among the rocks, a large, round, green 
_ fpot, furrounded with honey-fuckles, even more 
beautiful and fweet-fcented” than thofe that grow 
in Andalufia, We appréachéd, with pleafure, 
thofe charming fhrubs, which perfumed the air 
all around, and found that they bordered upon the 
entry of a very deep cavern, which being large 
and light, we defcended, to the bottom of it, turn- 
ing by fteps, of ftone, the ends of which were 
adorned with flowers, the whole forming a na- 
tural winding ftair-cafe. : ‘When we had got down, 
we faw feveral little tills of water, which derived 
their fources from drops ‘that inceffantly diftitled 
from’ the rocks within, | creeping along fand more 
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yellow than gold, and lofing themfelves in the earth. 

The water feemed fo pure, that we were tempted to 
drink, and found it fo frefh, that we refolved to 
return next day to the fame place, with fome bortles 


of wine, ptrfuaded that we fhould empty them with 


vaft pleafure. 

It was with regret we quitted fuch an agree- 
able place, and, when we went back to the 
fort, we did not fail to boaft of our difcovery ; 
but the commandant cautioned us, as a friend, 
againft returning to the cavern, with which 
we were fo much charmed. ‘‘ For what? (faid 
¥ to him) Is there any thing to fear?” “ Yes, 


without doubt, (he replied ;) the corfairs of . 


Algier and Tripoli fometimes Jand on this ifle, 
to water at that fpring, and one day furprized 
two foldiers of my’ garrifon, whom they made 
flaves.” It was in vain for the officer to tell 
us this with a very ferious air: he could not per- 
fuade us ; for we believed that he jefted’: and next 
day Iretirned to the cavern, with three more 
of my companions, without providing ourfelves 
with fire-arms, to fhew that we dreaded nothing. 
Young Moralez would not be of the party, chufing 
rather to ftay with his brother, and play in the 
fort. 
_ Having defcended, as the day before, to the: 
bottom of the cave, we cooled fome bottles of. 
wine, that we had brought along with us, in the: 
rivulets ; and while we drank them delicioufly, 
playing on the guitarre, and converfing pleafantly 
together, we faw feveral men appear at the mouth: 
of the cavern above, with large whifkers, tur- 
bans, and Turkifh drefs.---We imagined that it: 
was a part of the count’s domeftics, with the 
eommandant of the fort, who had thos re a 
- them- 
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themfelves in order to frighten us; and, prepof- 
feffed with this fancy, began te laugh, letting no 
lefs than ten of them come down, without think- 
ing of defending ourfelves, We were, however, 
foon undeceived in a melancholy manner, and 
convinced that it was a corfair, who came with 
his people ‘to carry us off.---‘* Surrender, you 
dogs, (he cried, in the Caftilian tongue) or you 
fhall be all put to the fword.” At the fame time 
his followers prefented their carbines to us, and 
we fhould have undergone a fine difcharge, had 
we made the leaft refiftance.---We preferr’d flavery 
to death, and gave our {words tothe pirate, who | 
ordered us to be loaded with chains, and con- 
duéted to his veffel, which was not far off : then 
fetting fail, he fteered with a fair wind towards 

Algier. 7 | 
In this manner were we punifhed for neglecting 
the caution of the officer of the garrifon. The 
firft thing that the corfair did, was to rifle us of: 
all the money we had.---What a fine windfall for 
him! The two hundred piftoles taken from the 
young citizens of Placentia; the hundred which 
Moralez had received from Jeroune de Moyadas, 
and which unluckily I had about me, were all 
{wept away without mercy. My companions 
had alfo their purfes well furnifhed. In fthort, 
it was an excellent prize. The pirate was re- 
joiced at his good luck ; and the rafcal, nét fatis- 
fied with our plunder, infulted us with his raillery, 
which we did not feel half fo much as the 
neceffity that compelled.us to bear it.---After a 
thoufand jokes, he ordered the bottles of wine 
which we had cooled at the fountain, and which 
his people had taken care to feize, to be brought 
2 to 
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to him, and began to empty them with his crew, 
drinking to our health by way of derifion. 

During this conjuncture, the countenances of 
samy comrades exprefs’d the pain they felt; and 
theic flavery mortified them the more, becaufe they 
had formed the moft delightful idea of their voyage 
to the ifland of Majorca, where they had laid their 
account with leading a moft delicious life.---As for 
ame, I had fortitude enough to projeét a pian of 
-condua for myfelf ; and, lefa afraid than my fel- 
lows, entered into converfation with the rallier, 
and even returned his jokes with a good grace. 
Pleafed with my behaviour, ** Young man, (faid 
he) I kke thy difpofttion ; for, in the main, in- 
ead of fiching and groaning, it is better for 
one to arm himfelf with patience, and fail with 
the ftream.---Play to us a {mall air, (added he, 
obferving that I had a guitarre;) let us fee what 
thou eanft do.’ Iobeyed him, as foon as he had 
éadered my arms to be unchained, and began to 
throm: upon. my guitarre in fuch a manner as 
acquired his applaufe.---I had, indeed, learned un- 
der the beft mafter in Madrid, and played on: that 


-intrument pretty well.---I fang likewife, and. my 


Woice pave no lefs fatisfaction.---All the. Turks in 
the vcflel exprefs’d the pleafure they-felt in hear- 
ing me, by geftures of admiration ;: 4 circumf{{ante 
from which I concluded, that.their tafte for mufick 
was not extremely delicate. The pirate whifper’d 
to me, that I fhould not bean unhappy flave ; 
and that one of my talents might depend upen an 
employment that would.make my captivity very 
fupportable, 

J felt fome joy at thefe words ; but flattering zs 
they were, ] had abundance. of uneafinefs qn the 
{core of this occupation, with the promife of which 

Ver, Il, O the 
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the corfair regaled me. When we arrived at the 
port of Algier *, we faw a great number of people 
atfembled to receive us, who, as foon as we were 
land, fhouted with joy: befides, the ais. refounded 
with the confufed noife of trumpets, morifco flutes, 
and other inftruments ufed in that country, which. 
formed afymphony more loud than agreeable. The . 
caufe of thefe rejoicings was a fale report which had | 
f{pread thro’ the city, importing that the renegado Me- 
hemet (this was our pirate’s name) had perifhed in at- 
tacking a large Genoefe veffel : fo that all his friends, 
informed of his return, were vager in their exprefi- 
ons of joy. : 
- We had no fooner fet foot on fhore, thaa I and 
"gy companions were conducted to the palace of 
Dey Solyman, where a Chriftian fecretary, examin- 
ing us one by one, afked our names, ages, coun- 
try, religion, and qualifications. Then Mehemet, 
fhewing me to the dey, extolled my voice, and 
affured him that I play’d ravithingly on the guitarre. 
This was enough to determine Solyman tochufe me 
for his own fervice: accordingly I was detained 
in his feraglio, while the other captives were led . 
into a publick place, and fold according to cuf- 
tom. What Mehemet had foretold to me in the 
veffel, came to pafs.---My condition was very |. 
happy: far from being abandoned to jailors, or | 
employed in laborious work, I was, by order of ' 
Solyman, difpofed of in a particular place, with 
five or fix flaves of quality, who expected every |' 
moment to be redeemed, and whofe tatks were far | 
from being painfal. My bufinefs was to water the 
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® Algier, a city on the coaft of Barbary, poffeffed by ; 
the Moors, who are at perpetual war with the Spaniards 
and under the protection of the Turk, - 
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orange-trees and flowers in the garden; and I could 


‘net have been favoured with a more agreeable occu- 


pation. 

Solyman was aman about forty years. of age, 
well thaped, very polite, and, for a Turk, mighty 
gallant, His chief favourite was a Cachemirian * © 
woman, who, by her undesftanding and. beauty, 
had acquired an abfolute dominion aver him.---He 
loved her even to adoration, and treated her every 
day with fome entertaingpent or other ; fometimes 
with aconcert of vocal and inftrumental mufick, 
and fometimes with a comedy in the Turkith tafte : 
‘that is to fay, a dramatic poem, in which modefty 
and decoram were as Jittle regarded as the rules of 
Ariftotle. The favourite, whofe name was Farruk- 
hnaz, was paffionately fond of thefe diverfions, 
and even made her: women fometimes reprefent 
Arabian pieces before the dey ; wherein fhe herfelt 
played a part, and charmed all the fpectators by the 
‘grace and vivacity of her action. I being one day, 
among the muficians, at a reprefentation of this 
kind, Solyman ordered me to play upon the guitarre, 
and fing alone between the ads. I had the good 
fortune to pleafe) was very much applauded, and. 
‘the favourite feemed to look upon me with a favours 
able eye. ‘ sa Gee 

The very next day, while I was bufied in water- 
ing the orange-trees in the garden, an eunuch pafling 
by me, without ftopping or fpeaking one word, dropt 
a billet at my feet: I took it up in a confufion, . 
made up of fear and joy.---I lay down upon the 
ground, that I might not be feen fromthe windows 


‘@ Cochemire, isa country under the dominion of the 
Great Mogul, called the Indian.Paradife; remarkable f 


_ the beauty and wit of its — 
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OF the féraglio; and concealing myfelf behind the 
boxes in which the orange-trees were planted, open- 
- ed the letter, in whichI found a pretty valuabk 
diamond, and thefe werds in good Caftilian: 


’ OUNG.-Chriftian, thank heaven for thy cape 

tivity, -- Love andfortune will make thee happy; 

love, if thou art fenfible to the charms of a beautiful 

woman; and fortune, if thou. a courage to de 
Spife the ‘srcatef danger. ie 


_ Tdid not, in the leaft, doubt that the letter came 
from the favourite fyltana;: the ftile and diamond 
perfuaded me, that fhe muft have been the author, 
Befides that Jam: net naturally very timorous, the 
vanity of being in the good graces of a grand 
fignior’s miftrefs, and, move than that, the. hope 
of getting from her four times as much money as 
would be neceffary for my ranfom, made m¢ form 
the defign of atchieving that adventure, whatever 
‘dangers might attend it. I continued my work, 
mufing upon the means of entering the apartment 
of Farrukhnaz, or rather expecting thag fhe would 
pave the way; for I concluded that fhe woyld not 
ftop there, but at leaft be. at: more than half the 
trouble. I was not miftaken: the fame eunawch, 
that paffed me before, repafied an hor afters, and 
faid, “ Chriftian, haft thou confidesed: and wikt 
thow have the boldnefs to follow me?’’-- -Ianfwered, 
<< Yes.” Hereplied, “ Very well; heaven preferve 
shee.--Thou shalt fee ine again to-morraw morning.” 
So:faying, he retired.---Nexs day. ba appeared ac- 
cordingly, about eight in the morning, and beckoned 
meto him. I obeyed the fgnal, and he condu€ed 
me into a hall, where there was.a large piece of 
linnen, which another eunuch and-he had brought 


thither, 
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thither, and which they were to carry to the fultana, 
for the decoration of an Arabian piece, that the was 


preparing for the entertainment of the dey. 
The two eunuchs, having fpread out the cloth, 


~ laid me along within it, and at the hazard of my 


being fuffocated, rolled it up again with me in the 


middle: then, each taking one end of it, carried 


me thus, unqueftioned, into the bed-chamber of 
the fair Cachemirian, who. had nobody with her 
but an old flave devoted to her pleafure. When 
the two unrolled the cloth, Farrukhnaz, at fight 
of me, broke out into tranfports of joy, that well 
difcovered the genius of women in that country.--- 
Bold as I naturally was, I could. not fee myfelf 
tranfported, all of afudden, into the fecret apart- 
ment of the women, without being feized with fear. 
The lady eafily perceived it, and in crder todiffipate 
my apprehenfion, faid, “‘ Young man, fear nothing : 
Solyman is gone to his country-houfe, where he will 
remain all day: fo that we may converfe together 


_ freely.” 


Encouraged by thefe words, I affumed a look 
that redoubled the favourite’s jay. ‘‘ I am pleafed | 
with your perfon, (faid the) and intend to foften the 
rigour of your flavery: Ibelieve you worthy of the 
fentiments I have conceived for you ; for tho’ you « 
are in the drefs of a flave, you have a noble and 
gallant air, that fhews you are not of the vulgar. 
Speak freely, and tell me who you are.--I know 
that captives of a noble birth difguife their rank, 


_ that they may be redeemed at an eafier rate; but 


you have no ogcafion to behave .in that manner with 
mes I thoyld even be affronted at fuch a precauti- 
on, fince I promife to fet you at liberty.---Be fincere, 


‘therefore, and confefs, that you are a young man of 


a good family,” S Lh auseear (I de tie 
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would be ingratitude i in me te repay your generofity 
with difimulation ; and fince you abfolutely charge 
me to reveal my quality, you muft be fatisficd. I 
am the fon of a Spanifh grandee.”*---Perhaps I 
fpoke truth: at leaft the fultana believed ic; and, 
pleafed that fhe had thrown her eyes upon a gentie- 
man of importance, affured me that it fhould not 
be her faute, ‘if we did not {ee one another often in 
" private.---We had a pretty long converfation, and 
I never faw a more engaging woman: fhe under- 
ficod feveral languages, efpecially the Caftilian, 
which fhe fpoke pretty well. When fhe judged i it 
time for ys to part, I went, by her order, into an 
ozier bafket, covered over with 4 flowered Mlk, the 
work of her own hand, Then the two flaves, “who 
brought me in, were called, and carrled mye out as 
ee from the favourite to the dey: a thing 
facred from all the men who ar¢ intrufted with the 
guard of the women. 

Farrukhnaz and I found other means of fecing one 
another ; ; and that amiable captive infpired me with 
almoft as much Jove for her, as the had forme. Ovr 
intelligence remained fecret curing. tivo months ; 
although it is very dificu'r ina eiaclio, to conceal 
the my fteries of love folshg, from the Argus’s that 
watch it. But an unlucky accident difconcerted 
our fmall affairs, amd my fortune was intirely 

-changed. One day, when F had been introduced to 
the fultana, in the body of an’ artificial dragon, 
that was made for a fhew, and was converfing with 

her, Solyman, who, I imagined was buly in the 

country, interrupted Us, and entered fo hattily 

into the dpaitment of his faVourite, thae the 

‘old flave fearce had time to advertife us of 
bis arrival, Confeguenty, 1 had no teifure to 

a conceal 
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conceal myfelf, and therefore was the firft obje& 
that prefented itfelf to the view of the dey. 

He feemed aftonifhed at fight of me, and his 
eyes kindled with fury. I looked upon myfelf as 
one that touched his faft moment, and already 
imagined myfelf under the torture. As for Far- 
rukhnaz, I perceived that fhe was tetrified indeed ¢ 
but inftead ef owning her crime and afking pardon, 
the faid to Solyman, ‘‘ Signior, before you pro- 
mounce my fentence, deign to hear my defenter 
appearances, doubtiefs, condemn me, and ¥ feem 
to have committed a piece of treafon worthy of the 
moft horrible chaftifement, I have brought this 
young captivehither, and in order to introduce hinr 
into apartment, have ufed’the fame artifice 
which J would have employed, if I had entertained 
a violent paffion for him, Neverthclefs, I take our 
holy prophet to witnefs, that notwithttanding this 
condyé, Y am not unfaithful. Thad a mind. to 
converfe with this chriftian flave, in order to de- 
tach him from his fe&, and engage him to follow 
that of the believers. I have found in him fuch q 
refiftance as I expected; but however, T have con- 
guered his prejudice, and he hs promifed to em- 
brace Mahometanifim.”” . , 

I awn, I ought to have contradicted the favcu- 
rite, without any regard to the dangerous con- 
jun@ure in which I was: but being in the utimott 
dejettion of fpirit, affected with the danger in 
which I faw a woman whom fF Joved, and tremb- 
ling for myfelf, Iremained fpeechlefs and confufed : 
¥ coult’ not utter one word, and the dey per-. 
fuaded by my filence, that his miftrefs faid nothing 
but the truth, was appeafed. “ Madam, (faid 
he) fam willing to believe that you have not 
injured me, and that a defire of doing a thing. 

ie agreeable 
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agreeable to the prophet, has engaged you to hazard 
fuch a deJicate a@tion, J forgive your imprudence, 
therefore, provided that this captive takes the 
turban immediately."” He fent for a Marabou # 
that inftant, I was cloathed with a Turkith drefs, 
and did all that was required, without having power 
two refift. Or rather, I was ignorant of what I did, 
fo much were my fenfes difordered.. How many 
chriftians are there, who would have been as bafe 
as I was, on fuch an occafion ! 

After the ceremony, I quitted the feraglio, under 
the name of Sidy Hali, to exercife a {mall employ- 
ment beftowed upon me by Solyman, J never 
faw the fultana again; but one of her eunuchs 
coming to me one day, brought from her a prefent 
ef jewels worth two thoufand fultanins of gold, 
with a billet, in which the lady affured me, that the 
would never forget my generous complaifance, in 
f{uffering myfelf to be made a Mahometan, in order 
to fave her life. Truly, befides the prefents I re- 
ceived from Farrukhnaz, J obtained, through her 
cana], an employment more confiderable than the 
firft, and in lefs than feven years, became one of 
the richeft renegadoes jn the city of Algier. 

You may well believe that if I affitted at the. 
prayers which the muffulmen put up in their 
mofques, and fulfilled the other duties of their re- 
ligion, it was only out of pure grimace. I pree 
ferved a determined refolu‘ion to re-enter into the 
bofom of the church; and for that purpofe, to 
withdraw one day, into Spain or Italy, with the 
riches which I fhould amafs, In the mean time, 
J lived very agreeably ; was lodged in a fine houfe, 
had fuperb gardens, a great number of flaves, and 
very handfome women in my feraglio.. Though 


® Marabous, are Mahometan priefis. 
the 
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the ufe of wine is forbid in that country, to Ma- 
hometans, they don’t fail, for the mcft part, to 
dgink if in private. <As for my own part, I drank 
it without ceremony, as almoft all renegadoes do. 
I remember I had two campanions with whom 
Loften couamitted a debauch in the night. One 
wasa Jew; the other an Arabian; and both, as I 
igagined, honeit men: fo, that] lived with them 
im the greateit familiarity. One evening, I invited 
them to fupper, and a dog, of which I was paf- 
Gonately fond, having died that day, we bathed 
his body, and buried it with all the ceremony that 
ig obferved at the funerals of the Mahometans, In 
fo doing, we had no intention ‘to ridicule the muf- 
fulman religion; but only to amufe ourfelves, and 
gratify a foolifh whim that feized us in the middle 
of our debauchy to render the Jat duties to my dog. 

This a@tion, however, had well nigh ruined me. 


Next day, a man came to my houfe, and faid, 


“© Signior Sidy Hali, Iam come hither on an im- 
portant adgir. The Cady * waats to fpeak with 
you ; take the trouble, if you pleafe, to go to his 
houfe immedjately: an Arabian merchant whe 
Yupped with you laft night, has informed him of a 
certain impiety committed by you, with regard to 
@ dog which you buried. For this reafon I fummon 
you to appear this day before that judge, other- 
wife, I give you notice that you will be proceeded 
againft ina criminal manner.”’ So faying,; he went 


-away, leaving me thunderftruck with this citation, 


The Arabian had no caufe to complain of me, and 
I could not comprehend the traitor’s reafon for 
playing me this trick. Neverthelefs, the thing was 
not to he neglected. I knew the Cady was a man 


© The Cady is the se magiftrate in every town in 
Tey 2 


fevere 
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fevere in appearance, but not at all f{crupulous at 
bottom; fo, I put two hundred fultanins of gold in 
my purfe, and repaired to his houfe. He carried 
me into his clofet, and faid, with a ftern look, 
“¢ You are an impious, facrilegious, and abominable 
man: you have interred a dog like a muffulman : 
what horrid profanation ! Is it thus chen you regard 
our moft facred ceremonies? and did you become 2 
Mahometan, only to make a jeft of our worfhip?”” 
“* Mr. Cady, (I replied) the Arabian who has made 
fuch a malicious report of me, that falfe friend, is 
‘ an accomplice of my crime. If it be a crime to grant 
the honours of burial to a faithful domeftic---an 
animal that poffeffed a-thoufand good qualities. He 
Joved people of merit and diftin@tion fo much, that 
even in his laft moments, as a teftimony of his 
friendthip, he has left them his whofe fortune by a 
wi}l, of which Lam the fole executor. He bequeaths 
twenty crowns to one, thirty to another, and, . Sir, 
he has not forgot you, (added I, taking out my 
purfe) here are two hundred fultanins of gold which 
he charged me to give you." The Cady lofing his 
Bravity at this difcourfe, could not help laughing, 
and as we were alone, took the purfe without cere- 
mony, faying, while he difmiffed me, “* Go, Sig- 
nior Sidy Hall, you have done well to inter with 
pomp and honour, a dog who had fo much confider- 
ation for perfons of worth.”’ 

By thefe means I extricated myfelf out of this 
affair, which if i¢ did not: make me more wife, 
rendered me at leaft more circum{pe@ for the fa- 
ture. Ino fonger drank with the Arabian, nor 
even with the Jew ; but chofe for a companion at 
my Cups, a young gentleman of Leghorn called 
Azarini, who was my own flave, I was not like 
the reft of the renegadoes, who are more cruel tp 
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ae chriftian flaves than the Turks themfelves; all my. 
cap ives waited very patiently for their redemption § 
and indeed I treated them fo gently, that fome- 
times,,they told me, they were more afraid of - 
: changipg their mafter than defirous of liberty, 
“ Mharex harmsi it has for people i in a ftage. of bon- 


2 in goes tate 
re: he a a AS 
‘ . . A 


var: fone’ day, the dey’s veficls etaried with con- 
a Ip'priaes, bringing in more than an hundred 
i a Both sexes, whom they had taken on the 
peafts of Spain, Solyman kept but a very fmall. 
a fiber, and the reft were expofed to fale: I ar- 
Ved in |the mayket-place, and bought a Spanith 
ten or twelve years old, who wept hitter- 

i alba, I was furprifed to fee 
Hf her age fo fe ‘of captivity ; and bid her, 
i Cath lian, moderate her affli@ion, afuring her 
hs shad fallen into.the hande gf a mafter who 


Shor want bunwnity, . though he wore a turban. ~ 


aN ung ercawie;. whofe mind was ftill en- 
iby her forrow, did not hear what I faid : 
idjpothing. but fob, complain of her fate, and 
a en ic to. time, cry with*a piteous accent, “ O 
ithe! why are we feparated *. I fhould 
Hatience:;were-we together.” In pronounc- 
af Words, fhe turned her eyes towards | 
: B wontar + between forty and fifty years of age, who 
ane ood af few paces from. her, and with adowncaft | 
‘aii “waited im fullen filence, until fomebody . 
e--Ghould purchafe her. Fafked the young girl, if the. 
perfon ifthe. looked. at was her mother. ‘“ Yes, 
', alas! Signior, (the replied) in the name of God, 
$9 aot part us.” “ Well, my child, (faid I) ifizis 
_ Megeffagy for your confolation that -you thould be 
 Rogethey, you fhall foon be fatisfied.”"» At ‘the - 
‘fame rane, I ge igea the peas in order bia 
ann AM 


= 
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bid for her: but I no fooner beheld her face, than 
1 recollected with all the emotion you can imagine 
the features, the individual countenance of Lucinda! 
* Juft heaven! (faid I to myfelf) *tis my own 
mother! ‘tis, doubtlefs, the herfelf! As -~tor her, 
whether the deep affliction occafioned by her mif- 
fortunes, made all the objects that furroun. ted her 
appear to her as enemies ; or that my drefs clifguifed 
me; or rather that J was much altered in twelve 
years, during which the had not feen me, I know 
not, but fhe did not at all remember me, su 
Having bought her alfd, I carried. them b both te 
my hovfe, where defigning to give them the plea 
fure of knowing who I was, ‘“‘ Madam, (faid I to 
Lucinda) is it poffible that my features do-not ftrike 
you? Have my whifkers and turban difguifed me 
fo much, that you do not know your fon Ra- 
phael ??? My mother farting at thefe words, eon- 
fidered my countenance, recolle&ted me, and we 
embraced one another with great tendernefs, I 
then embraced her daughter, who perhaps, knew 
mo more of having a brother, than F of having a 
fifter. “ Confefs (faid Ito my mother) that in all 
-your theatrical pieces, you have not a recognition fo 
original as this.’ ‘* Son, (anfwered fhe, fighing) 
I was at firft rejoiced to fee you again, but now my 
‘joy is converted into grief! In what a fituation, 
alas ! do I find you ? My flavery gives. me a thou- 
Yand times Iefs pain, than that odious -drefs,"’ 
“* In good faith! madam, (faid::J, intefrupting 
der with a laugh) I admire your delicacy, which to 
‘be fure is very commendable in an-a@re&: why, 
good God! mother, you muft be greatly: altered, 
af my metamorphofis offends you fo much § Inftead 
of finding fault with my turban, Jcok me 
vather as an ater who ‘pleys the ah of a Turk, 
uy on 
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tpon the ftige: though Fam.a renegado, J arh np 
more a muffulman now, than when 1 was in Spain ; 
and at bottom I feel: myfelé ftill. attached to my 
religion : when you fhall know the adventures that - 
have happened to me in this country, you will ex- 
Bite my conduct, Love was my crime; and P fa-- 
crifice to that deity: I am fomewhat: of your dif- 
pofition I. affure you. There is ftili another rea- 
fon, (added 1) which ought te moderate your dif- 
pleafwreiin feeing me thus fituated.. You expected 
to fuffer in Aigier 2’ rigorous captivity ; and you | 
find in your .mafter, a fon, tender, refpettful,. and 
rich eriongh.to maintain you here.in abundance, 
until we cam lay hold of an occafion of returning 
certainly:into'Spain. So that you muft allow that 
proverb to betrue, which fays, “ It is an ill wind 
that blows no body goed.” ais 

** Son; (faid Lucinda to me) finee you defign 


‘to repafs orie day: intoO your own country, and 


there. abjure the religion of Mahontet, I am com- 
forted. Thank heaven! (coatipued fhe) that I 
fall be able .to carry back yolir fifter Beatrice, 
fafe and found, into Caftile.’ . “Yes, Madam, 


‘(cried I). you fhall haveit in your power: we will 
.yovall three together, as foon as poffible, and re- . 


join the reft of our family ; for t fuppofe you have 


‘more marks of your fruitfulnefs in’ Spain.”---- 


<< No, (faid my mother) I have no ether children 
than you two; and you muft knew that Beatrice 
is the fruit of lawful ‘wedlock.’’---“ Why (I re- 


fumed) did you give my little fifter that advan- 


tage over me? How could you refolve to marry ? 
I have heard you fay an hundred times, during 
my -childhood, tbat you could not forgive an 
h andfome ‘wostanfor taking a hufband.,"’--“ Every 
feafon has its reafop, my fon, (fhe ‘seplied) men 

Vor, II. P 3 of 


Tt 


158 The ADVENTURES of 


of the mo firm refolution are apt to change ; and 
would you have’ a woman be more cenftant! I 
will (added fhe) recount my hiftory after you left 
Madrid.” Then the made the following narration. 
which (as it \s curious) Iwill favour yeu with. 

‘* ¥f. you semember it, (faid my mother) you 
quitted young Leganez about thirty years ago: at 
that time the duke of Medina Celi told me, that 
he would come. and fap with me ia private pne 
evening: he appointed the day, when I whited 
for that nobleman, who came aceordingly, and I 
‘had the good fortune to pleafe him. He demanded 
the facrifice of all. the rivals he might have: | 
granted his requeft, in hopes of being well paid for 
my condefcenfion’; and’ my hopes were got difap- 
pointed : far, the very next day, I received from 
him confiderable prefents, which were feltewed 
by many more, during the courfe of our corref- 
pondence. J was afraid that I fhould not be abk 
to detain a man of fuch high rank a long time in 
my fetters ; and this I dreaded the more, becaufe _ 
I knew very well, that he had efcaped from cele- 
brated beauties, whofe chains he had broke almof 
as foon as he had borethem. Neverthelefs, far 
from being every day lefs and lefs pleafed with 
my favours, his. raptures feemed rather to increafe: 
in thort, I had the art to amufe him, and hinder 
his heart, naturally inconftant, from giving way 
t© its ufval levity, . 

He had been attached to me already three 
months, and I had room to flatter myfelf, that 
his paffion would be of long duration ; when one 
of my the-friends and I went to an affembly, where 
he happened to be with his dutchefs, in order to 

heat a concert of vocal'and inftrumental mufic. 
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We chanoed to place ourfelves pretty near ths 
dutchefs, who was pleafed to take it amifs, that I 
fhould prefurme to-appear in a place where fhe was, 
and fent a meffage to. me by one of her women, di- 
firing that I would immediately withdtaw, I re- 
turned an infolent anfwer, which incenfed the 
dutchefs fo much, that fhe complained of it to her 
hufband, who came to me in perfon, and faid, 
“* Retire, Lucinda ; though noblemen of my rank 
attach themfelves to fuch little Greatures as you, 
they muft not forget themfelves Altogether: if we 
Jove you more than our wives, we honour our 
wives more than you; and as often as you have 
the infolence to put yeurfelves in competition with 
them, you will always have the mortification to 
be treated with indignity.” 

Luckily for me the duke {poke this in a tone of 


‘woice fo low, that not one word was overheard 


by the people around us. I withdrew, covered 
with thame, and wept with vexation, for the 
affront I ‘had received. To crown my confufion, 
the ators and adtreffes got notice of the adventure 
that very evening: one weuld think thefe people 
entertain a demon, who delights in reporting to 
one whatever happens to another. If.an actor, 
for example, is guilty of fome extravagant action 
in a debauch, or an aétrefs enters into articles 
with a rich gallant, the company is immediately 
informed of the circumftance. Ali my comrades, 
therefore, knew what happened at the concert, 
and God knows how they rejoiced at my expence. 
A fpirit of charity, which reigns among them, : 
ufually manifefts itfelf on thefe occafions, I put 
myfelf, however, above their tittle-tattle, and 
confoled myfe'f for the lofs of the duke de Medina 
Celi ; for he vifited me no morc, and I learned 
; Pa a 
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a few days-after, that a Carthufian nun had made a 

conquett of him. 
When a Yady belonging to the sabeatee has the 
good fortune to-be in vogue; fhe cannot want 
lovers ; and the paffion of a grandee, though it 
does not laft above three days, greatly inhanccs 
‘her price, I found myfelf befieged with adorers, 
as foon as it was known in Madrid that the duke 
had farfaken me.’ Thofe rivals whom I had fa- 
crificed to him, more captivated by my charms 
than ever, returned in crowds, as candidates for 
my favour; I received -homage from a thoufand 
other hearts, and was never fo much in fafhion 
before, Of all-men who courted my graces, a 
fat German, gentleman to- the Duke d’Offuna, 
feemed the moit eager. He had not @ very ami- 
able perfon, but attraled my attention by a 
thoufand | piftoles, which he had amafied in the 
fervice of-his mafter, and which he fquandered 
away, im order to [be deemed worthy of being 
‘in the Lift af my happy gallants. -As long as this 
worthy admirer, whofe name was Brutandorf, had 
money to-fpend, I gave him a favourable recep- 
tion: but when he was ruined, he found my door 
always fhut againft him. This proceeding of mine 
difpleafed him, and he came to fearch for me at 
the theatre, during the play. He found me behind 
the fcenes, and began to reproach me for my in- 
gratitude,. I.laughed in his face, at which he was 
enraged, and lent me a box on the ear, like a 
blunt German as he was: I fthtrieked aloud, in- 
terrupted the reprefentation, appeared upon the 
ftage, and addrefiing myfelf to the Duke d’Offuna, 
who was prefent with the dutchefs his lady, de- 
manded juftice for the German behaviour of his 
gentleman. The. duke orceres us to gO On with 
the 
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the play, and faid he would hear the parties, when 
we had finifhed the piece. As foon as it was over, 
I prefented myfelf, in a good deal of emotion, 
before the duke, and fignified my grievance in a 
pathetic manper ; as for the German, he employed 
but two words in his defence; he faid, ‘‘ that 


' far from .repenting of what he had done, he would 


do it again, on the fame provocation.”® Both pare. 
ties being heard, the duke ef Offuna faid to my 
adverfary, ‘‘ Brutandorf, I difmifs you from my. 
fervice ;. let me never fee your face again: not 
that I "mind your having ftrack an aétrefs, but. 
am offended at your want of refpect to your mafter 
and miftrefs, by prefuming to difturb the enter-. 
tainment in their prefence.‘’ 

This fentence I could not digeft ; I was more 
tally piqued, becaufe the German had not been, 
turned away on accotnt of his infolence to me: 
I imagined that fuch an affront put upon an attrefs, 
ought to have been as feverely punifhed as petty 
treafon, and.I had laid my account with feeing the 
gentleman uadergo fome terrible infliction. This 
difagreeable event undeceived and convin-ed me, 
that the world always makes a diftinétion between 
the players and the characters they reprefent. J 
was, for this reafon, difgufted with the ftage, 
which I refolved to abancon, and go to live at a 
great diftance from Madrid. I accordingly chofe 
the city of Valent:a for the place of my retreat, 
and thither I repaired incognito, with the value of 
twenty thoufand. ducats, in jewels and cafh: a 
fortune, as I théught, fufficient ¢o maintain me 
during the reft of my days; fince I defigned to 
lead a very retired life. 1 took a fmall houfe at 
Valencia, and Aad no other domeftics than a maid- 
fervant and‘a piige, to whom I was as little known 
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as to the whole city. I pretended to be a widow 
of an officer of the kimg’s houfhold ; and faid I 
came to fettle at ‘Valencia, betaufe it had the re- 
putation of being one of the moft agreeable places 
in Spain. I faw but very little company, and 
obferved fuch a regular conduét, that ¥ was never 
fufpected-of having been an a@trefs.- fa fpite of 
my care, however, to keep myfelf concealed, I 
attracted the notice of a gentlernan, who had a 
country-houfe near Paterna. He was a very well- 
made cavalier between thirty-five and forty, years 

. of age, but-withal a nobleman very much in debt; 
which is no great rarity in the kingdom of Valen- 
cia, more than in-other countries. _ 

This Signior Hidalgo * finding my perfon to his 
fiking, wahted. to know if I could anfwer his pur- 
pofe in other refpeéts : for this end, he uncoupled 
his fpies to make difcoveries, and had the plea- 
fure to Jear'n from their report, that, befides fome 
fhare of beauty, I wasa widow of good fortune. 

* |. He looked upon me, therefore, asa fuitable match, 
and, in a little time, an honeft old gentlewoman 
came to my houfe, and told me, from him, that 
being equally charmed with my beauty and virtue, 
he made a tendre of his heart, and was ready 

“to conduét me to the altar, as foon as I would fa- 
vour him with my hand. I afked three days to deli- 
berate upon his propofal, and inform myfeif of his 
chara&ter ; which was fo engaging, that, although 
I was not ignorant of his fituation, I eafily deter- 
mined to marry Him in a fhort time after. 

Don Manuel de Xercia (fo was my hufband 

called) carried me immediately to his cattle, that 

* Hidalgo (in Spanifh) is a gentleman literally fome- 

body's fon, in contradiftinGtion to thcfe who are the fons 
of nobody... | aeey: 

a A? had 
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had a very antique air, of which he was nota 
little vain, He pretended that one of his anceftors 
lvad caufed it to be built ; and from thence con- 
cluded, that there was not a more ancient houfe in. 


Spain than that of Xercia. But this title of nobi-- 


lity, fair as it was, had like to have been deftroyed 
by time; for the caftle, which they were obliged 
to prop wp in feveral parts, threatened immediate 
ruin, How happy, therefore, was Don Manuel in 
marrying me! more than half of my money wa¢ 
employed in reparations ; and the reft ferved to 
put us in .a condition of making a figure in the 
country. Behold me then (to ufe the expreffion) 
in a new world, changed into the nymph of a 
caftle, and lady of a parifh. Here was 4 meta- 
morphofis ! and I was too good an aétrefs, net to 
fupport, with dignity, the fplendor with which I 


was invefted by my rank. I affumed lofty theatri- | 


cal airs, which made the village conceive an high 
idea of my birth, How merry would they have 
been at my expence, had they known the truth of 


the matter! the nobility in the neighbourhood . 


would have beftowed upon me a thoufand taunts, 
and the peafants abated a great deal of the: refpeét 
‘they fhewed. 


I had: lived happily near fix years with Don 
. Manuol, when he died, leaving my affairs in great 


perplexity, with your fifter Beatrice, then going 
in her fifth year, The caftle, which was all the 
eftate we had, was unluckily engaged to feveral 
creditors, the chief of whom was one Bernard 


_ Aftuto *, whofe name feemed very well adapted 


to his chara@ter : : he pra@tifed at Valencia the bufi- 
nefs of an attorney, which he exercifed with con- 
fummate fkill, baving ftudied the law, in order to 


® Aftutu,is a Spanih word, Gguifying craft or cunning. 
qualify 
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qualify himfelf for cheating with the grea‘er dex- 
terity. What a terrible creditor he was! a caftle 
under the claws of fuch an attorney, is like a 
pigeon in the talons of a kite, Accordingly, Sig-. 
nior Aftuto, as foon as he underftood the death of 
my hufband, did not fail to befiege the caftlk, 
which he would undoubtedly have blown up, by 
the mines that chicanry began to prepare; had 
not my good genius interpofed, and ordered it fo, 
as that my befieger became my flave. I had the. 
good fortune to captivate him, during an interview 
we had on the fubje& of the law-fuit. I fpared 
nothing, I own, to infpire him with a paffion fer 
me: the defire of faving my land, made me pra¢c- 
tife upon him all thofe Sanguithing airs which had 
often fucceeded fo well. Notwithftanding all my 
art, I was afraid of being baffied by the attorney, 
who was fo ingulphed in bufinefs, that he did not 
feem fufceptible of an amorous impreffion. Ne- 
verthelefs, this fullen, aukward (crawler, tock 
more pleafure in looking at me, than I imagined. 
‘*« Madam, (faid he) I know not how to make 
‘love: I have always applied to my profeffion fo 
clofely, as to negleé&t the methods and cuftoms of 
gallantry ; but, however, I am not ignorant af 
the effential part ; and, therefore, to come to the 
point, I affure you, that if you will give me your 
hand, we will bum the whole proceedings ; I will 
bubble the other creditors, who join in the fujt 
againft you: yon fhall enjoy the life-rent, and 
your daughter the property of the land,””, My own 
intereft, and that of Beatrice, did not permit me 
to hefitate ; I accepted the propofal, and the at- 
torney kept his promife. He turned his arms 
againft the reft of the creditors, and fecured me 
in the poffeffion of my caftle ; and this, perhaps, 

- was 
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‘was the firft time of. his having befriended the 


widow and the orphan. 
¥ became therefore, an attorney’s. wife, without . 
ceafing to be lady of the parifh. But this new 
marriage coft me the efteem of the gentry in Va- 
lencia. The women.of fafhion loaked upon me 
as one who had degenerated, and therefore would 
not vifit me ; fo that I was obliged to confine my- 
felf to an acquaintance among citizens: a eircum- 
ftance that gave me fome uneafinefs at firft; bea 
caufe I had been, for fx ‘years, accuftomed to 
correfpond with none but ladics of diftin@tion: but 
I foon confoled myfelf, and became acquainted 
with the wives ef a fcrivener and two attornies, 
whofe charatters were pleafant enough ; there. was 
fomething ridiculous in their behaviour, that di+ 
verted me very much. Thefe fmall gentry believed 
themfelves ladies: of fome confideration. Alas } 
(faid I, fometimes, to myfelf, when I faw them 
forget chemfelves) this is the way of the world : 
every cne thinks herfelf better than her neighbour. 
I imagined, that a@treffes were the only people 
who did not know themfelves ; but I find that 
citizens wives, are mot a whit mote reafonable. 
I with that by way of punifhment, they were 
obliged to keep in their houfes the piGures of 
their grandfathers ; in good faith they would: not 

place them in the moft remarkable apartment... 
After having been married four years, Signior 
Bernard Aftuto fell fick, and died without chil- 
dren ; fo that, with what he had fettled upon me 
at our marriage, and the money I was left in pof- 
feffion of, I found. myfelf a rich widow, and had 
the reputation of being fo. On this report, a 
Sicilian gentleman, whofe name was Colifichini, 
re~ 
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nefolved to attach himfelf to-me, in order to ruin 
or efpoufe me, for he left me the choice. He had 
come from Palermo, to fee Spain, and after having 
fatisfied his ecuriofity, waited (as he faid) at Va- 
fencia, for an opportuuity of repaffing into Sicily. 
This gentleman was not more than five and twenty 
years of age, genteelly fhaped, though {mall ; in 
fhort, I liked his appearance. He found means 
to {peak with me in private, and J will frankly 


own, that I became madly fond of him, in our - 


firft interview. On his fide, the little rogue feemed 
quite captivated by my charms; and I believe 
(God forgive me) we fhould have married one 
another immediately, had the attorney's death, 
which was ftill recent, permitted me to contra@ a 
new engagement fo foon : but ever fince J had fallen 
into the tafte of matrimony I maintained the 
puntilio’s of decorum, 

We agreed, therefore, to defer our marriage for 
fome time, out of decency: in the mean time, 
Colifichini continued his addreffes, and his paffion, 
far from abating, feemed to increafe daily. The 
poor young man was not very well provided with 
cath; I perceived it, and he no longer wanted 
money: for, befides that I was almoft twice his 
age, I remembered that I had laid the men under 
contribution, in my youth; and I looked upon 
what I now did, as a reftitution that acquitted 


my confcience. We waited, as patiently as we — 


could, for the expiration of the time prefcribed by 
cuftom,: for women to remain in a ftate of widow- 


hood ; and then, went to the altar, where we mu-. 


tually bound ourfelves in the indiffoluble ties of wed- 
jock: we afterwards retired to my caftle, where, i 
may fay,we lived two years, not fo much like hufband 
and wife, as like two tender lovers. But, alas! we 

were 


Tce” 6 — Ae eee oe ee ee ee ee — oe or ee ce 


, wl 


SF Se se ft of ee ct. CUCL 


Es 2! Se oo - - ee ey Pe ee * dl 
z aaa cS Ba mR Ht OL 


GIL RLAS, 167 


were not deftined to be long happy in one another, 
a fatal pleurify robbed me of my dear Celifichini.”” 

Here I interrupted my mother, crying, ‘‘ How! 
madam, your third hufband dead too! you muft 
certainly be a very dangerous tenement.”” ‘ What 
could I do, fon? (anfwered Lucinda) was it in my 
power to prolong the days that heaven had num- 
bered ? if I have loft three hufbands, I could not 
help it.. Two of them I regretted very much: he 
for whom I had the leaft regard was the attorney ; 
as I married him. out of intereft, I eafily confoled 
myfelf for his death. But (added fhe) to return to 
Colifichini, I muft tell you, that a few monthe 
after his deceafe, having a mind to go and fee, with 
.my own eyes, a country-houfe near Palermo, 
-which he had affighed to me as a jointure, in our 
contract of marriage, Iembarked with my daughter, 
for Sicily ; but we were taken in our paflage, by 
the vefiela of the Dey of Algier, and conduéted into 
this city. Happily for ws you chanced to be.on the 
fpot, where we were put up to fale, otherwife we 


- might have fallen into the hands of fome barbarous 


matter, who would have maltreated us, and under 
whom we might have paffed our whole life in bop- 
dage, without your RDownng any thing of the 
matter,” 

Such was my: mother’ $ natration ; after. which, 
gentlemen, I gave her the beft apartment of my 
houfe, with the liberty of living as the fhould 
think proper; a permiffion that fhe relifhed very 
much, She had contraéted fuch a habit of being ia 
love, from the repeated attacks of that paffion, 
that the maft abfolutely have either an hufband or 
agallant. <At firft the caft her eyes on fome of 
fay flaves; but Haly Pegelia, a Greek sa a 
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who came frequently to the, houfe, foori engroffed 
her atzentian. She conceived 2 more violent 
pafion for him, than ever fhe felt for Colli- 
fichini, and fhe was fo much miftrefs of the art 
of pleafing, that fhe found the fecret of charming 
him alfo. I winked at their intelligence, and 
thought of nothing then but my return into Spain. 
The dey having already permitted me to fit out a 
veffel, to cruize and commit.piracy, I was bufied in 
making preparations ; and eight days before they 
were finifhed, faid to Lucinda, ‘© Madam, we 
fhatt depart from Algier, in a very little tims, 
and lofe fight of that place'which you deteft fo 
much,”’ : * 4 : 
My mother grew pale at thefe words, and re- 
mained fpeechlefs. At which being ftrangely fur- 
prized ; ‘“‘ What do I fee, madam! (faid I) what 
ig the meaning of that confternation in your looks? 
you feent to be afflicted, rather than rejoiced at 
what I tell you! I thought I fhould have made ycu 
happy with-the news of every thing’s being ready 
for our departure. Have youno longer any defise 
then, of repaffing into Spain?’ ‘* None at ali, 
fon, (andwered my mother) I have had fo mach 
affliction in that kingdom, that I renounce it for 
ever.”” ‘© What do I hear! (cried I, in a tranf- 
‘port of grief):ah!:fay rather that lowe detathes 
you from it. .O heavens! what a change. is 
here ! when you arrived: in this. city, every ob- 
je@ that prefented itfelf was odjous to your cycs: 
but Haly Pegelin has altered your difpofition.” 
** T done deny it, (replied Lucinda) I love that 
renegade, whom I deftgn to take. for mty feurth 
hufoand.’”” “: What an abandoned proje@ ! (faid 
I, ipterroptingher,. with-horror)- would you marty 
~& muffulman ? you forget that you are a chriftian ; 
or 
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or rather, you never wasone but'in name, Ah! 
mother, what are you about to do? you have re- 
folved upon your own perdition, by voluntarily~ 
embracing that which I was compelled to by ne- 
ceffity.”” | 

I ufed many more arguments to diffuade her 
from her defign ; but I harrangued tono purpofe : 
fhe had formed her refolution; and not con- 
tented with following her own wicked inclination, 
and quitting me to liw with: that renegade, 
fhe wanted to carry Beatrice along with her 
alfo; but this I oppofed. ‘* Ah, wretched 
Lucinda! (faid I to her) if nothing is able to re- 
ftrain you, at leaft abandon yourfelf only, to: the 
fury that potfeffes your imagination ; don’t drag a 
young innocent creature ‘to the precipice from 
whence you intend to throw yourfelf.”” ‘Lucinda 
went away, without making any reply, and I bee 
lieved, that a remaining ray of reafon enlightened 
and hindered her from being obftinate in demand- 
ing her daughter. But how little was I acquainted 
with my mother ! Two days after, one of my flaves 


- faid to me, ‘ Signior, take care of yourfelf; one 


of Pegelin’s captives has imparted a thing to ‘me, 
of which you cannot take the advantage too foon, 
Your mother has changed her religion, and to 
punifh you, for having refufed to let her carry off 
Beatrice, is refolved to inform the dey of your in- 
tended fiight."" I did notdoubt one moment, that 
Lucinda was capable of doing what my flave mens 
tioned: I had opportunitjes of ftudying the lady, 
and perceived, that, by the habit of adting fan- 
guinary partsin tragedies, fhe was fo familiarized to 
guilt, that fhe could have caufed me to be burne 
alive, and, I believe, would: have been no more 
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affe@ted with my death, than with the cataftrophe 
of a dramatic performance, 

| Willing therefore not to negle& the advice of my 
flave, I hattened my embarkation, hired Turks, 
according to the cuftom of the corfairs of Algier, 
when they go on acruize; but I hired no more 
than fuch as were neceffary to keep me unfuf- 
pected, and fet fail as foon as poffible, with all 
my flaves, and my fifter Beatrice. You may well 
believe, that J did not forget to carry off, at the 
fame time, ali my jewels and money, which might 
qmount to the value of fix thoufand ducats. When — 
we got to fea, we began by fecuring the Turks, 
whom we eafilty chained, becaufe my flaves were 
ore numerous than they: and we had fuch a 
favourable wind, that in alittle time we made the 
coaft of ltaly, and arrived, without the lJeaft bad 
accident, in the harbour of Leghorn, where, I 
Believe, a whole city crowded to fee us come 
afhore, ‘The father of my flave Azarini being 
ainong the fpectators, by accident or curjofity, fur- 
yeyed all the captives with great attcnticn, as 
they difembarked ; but though he fought among 
them the features of his fon, he little expected to fee 
him again, What tranfports and embraces were 
the confequence of their meeting, when they recol- 
fected one another ! 

. Asfoon as Azarini had tcld his father who I 
was, and what brought me to Leghorn, the old 
man obliged me as well as Beatrice to lodge at his 
houfe. J thal) pafs over in filence the detail] of a 
thoufand things that I was obliged to perform, in 
being re-admiited into the bofom of the church; | 
gnd only obferve, that J abjured Mahometani(m 
much mere heartily than I had embraced it. After 
having eonely purge: myfelf 0 of the gall of ve 


\ 


GIL BLAS,. 171 


¥ fold rny veffel, and fet all my flaves at liberty ; ac 
for the Turks, they were detained in prifon at Leg- 
horn, in order to bé exchanged for Chriftians. 4 
received the beft of treatment from both the Aza- 
rinis, the younger of. whom married my fitter Bea» 
trice, who was indeed no bad match for him, being 
a gentleman’s daughtér, and heirefs of the cafile of 
Xercia, which my mo.her had taken care to’ farm 
out to a rich peafant of Paterna, when the refolved 
upon her paffage into Sicily. 

Having ftayed fome time at Leghorn, I fet out 
for Florence, which I longed much to fee: and 
whither Idid not go without letters of recont- 
mendation. Azarini the father had friends at the 
grand duke’s court, to whom he introduced me as 
a Spanifh gentleman his ally: and I prefixed Don 
to my name, imitating in that'a great many Spanifh 
plebeians, who, when they are out of their own 
country, affume that title of honour without cere» 
mony. ’ I boldly, therefore, called myfelf Dom 
Raphael ; and as I had brought from Algier a fuf> 
ficiency to fupport my dignity, appeared at cours 


in afplendid manner. The gentleman to whom. 


Azarini had wrote in my favour, gave out that £ 
was a perfon of quality ; fo that his’ teftimony, 
together with the airs I affumed, made me cafily 
pafs for a nfan of importance. I foon got acquainted 
‘with the principal noblemen, who prefented 
me to the grand duke, whom I had the good 


" fortune to pleafe : upon which, I bent my whole 


endeavour to make my court to that prince, and 
ftudy his difpofition. I liftened attentively to 
what the oldeft courtiers faid to him; and by their 
difcourfe difcovered his inclinations. Among other 
things, I obferved that he loved raillery, good ftoe 
ries, and fallies of ;wit. -I modelled. myfelf ac- 
a Q2z eerdingly 3 : 
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cordingly ; and every morning marked in my pocket- 
book the’ ftories I defigned for the day, I had 
Such a number of them in my memory, that my 
budget might be faid to have been full; and yet, 
in fpite cf all my management, it was emptied 
‘apace, infuch a manner, thatI fhould either have 
been obliged to ufe repetition, or thew that I was 
at the end of my apothegms ; if my genius, fruit- 
ful in fiction, had not furn‘fhed me with abundance. 
But I compofed tales of gallantry and humour, that 
‘were \very entertaining tothe great duke;. and as it: 
eften happens with profefied wits, in the morning 


I invented bright expreffions, which I uttered as - 


unpremeditated falties in the afternoon. 

IT even elevated myfelf into a poet, and confe- 
erated my mufe to the praife ofthe prince. I freely 
own indeed, that. my verfe was none of the bett, 
therefore not much criticifed: but had it been bet- 
ter, I queition if it would have been better re- 
eeived by the grand duke, who feemed very well 
fatishied with my talents; the matter, perhaps, 
diindred him from finding fault. Be that as it 
swill, this prince infenfibly took fuch a liking to 
ime, as gave umbrage to the courtiers. They en- 
deavoured to difcovgr who I was, but did not fuce 
weed. Getting notice, however, that I had been a 
renegade, they did not fail to inform the prince of 
ie, in hopes of injuring my chara@er. But this 
they could not accomplifh; on the contrary, the | 
great duke, one day, obliged me to give him a 
faithful narration of my voyage to Algier ; I obeyed, 
and my adventures, which I did not at all difguife, 
afforded him infinite p'eafure, 

* © Don R:phael, (faid he, when I had finifhed 
the relation) I have a regard fer you, and will 
give you a mark of it, which will npt permje you | 
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to doubt of my friendhip. I will make you the 
depofitory of my fecrets ; and to begin with an ine 
ftance of my confidence, I muft tell you that I am 
in love with the wife of one of my minifters, She 
is the moft amiable lady of my court, but, at the 
fame time, the moft virtuous: fhut up amidft her 
family, and folely attached to a hufband whom 


- fhe adores, the feems ignorant of the noife her 


charms makein Florence. Judge you if this muft 
not bea difficult conqueft. Neverthelefs, this beauty, 
inacceffible as fhe is to lovers, has deigned, fome- - 
times, to hear my fighs: { have found means to 
fpeak to her in private, and acquaint her with the 
fentiments of my heart : but I don’t flatter myfelf 
with the hope of having infpired her with mutual 


' Jove: fhe has never given me caufe to formfuch ag 


agreeableideas Idon’t, however, defpair of pleafing 
her, by my affiduity, and the myfterious condu@ £ 
fhall take care to obferve. 

My paffion for that lady (added he) is known to 
nobody but herfelf: for, inftead of confulting my 
inclination without conftraint, and a@ing the fove- 
reign, I conceal the knowledge of my flame from . 
all the world. A piece of delicacy which I think I 
owe to Mafcarini, the hufband of her I love: his 
zeal, attachment, fervices and probity oblige me to 
condu@ myfelf with great fecrecy and circumfpec- 
tion. I would not plunge a dagger into the bofom 
of that unhappy hufband, by declaring myfelf 
the lover of his wife ; but with that he may always 
remain ignorant, if pofiible, of the flame that | 
confumes me: for, I am perfuaded that he would 
die of grief, if he knew yhe confidence I now 
repofe in you. I conceal my fteps, therefore, and 
_am refolved to make ‘ule of you, in éxpreffing to 
~ Lugretia all the pangs I Gifter, by the conftraine 
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which the impofes upon me; you thal} he the jn- 
terpreter of my fentiments, and I don’t at all doubt 
that you will acquit yourfelf of the commiffion tp a 
miracle, Contract an acquaintance with Mafcarini, 
endeavour to gain his friendfhip, infinyate yourfelf 
into his houfe, and procure the liberty of converfing 
with his wife. .This is what J expect of you, and 
what I affure myfelf, you will perform with all the 
difcretion and addrefs that fuch a delicate employ- 
ment requires.’ 

- Tpromifed to do all that lay in my power, to 
juttify the confidence he honoured me with, and 


contribute tothe fuccefs of his flame; and foon | 
kept my word with him; I fpared nothing to 


pleafe Mafcarini, and accomplithed my end with 


eafe. Charmed to find his friencthip courted by a. 


man who. was beloved of his prince, he met my 
advances half-way: his houfe was open to me ; 
J had free accefs to his lady, and, I dare fay, be- 
haved myfelf fo well, that he had not the leaft 
fufpicion of the negotiation entrufted to my care. 
Tis true, indeed, for an Italian, he was not much 
addidted to jealoufy; he depended upon the virtue 
of Lucretia, and utting himfelf up in his clofet, 
left me frequently alone with her. J went roundly 
to work, the very firft opportunity; entertajned 
the lady with the paffion of the grand duke, and 
told her, that my fole defign in coming to her 
houfe, was to talk to her of that prince. She did 
Not feem captivated by him; and yet, J perceived 
that her vanity hindered her from rejeCting his ad- 
Hreffes ; ‘the took pleafure in hearing.them, without 
feeling any inclination to anfwer his defires. 
She did not want underftanding; but the was a 
woman, and I obferved that her virtue yielded ip- 
fennbly tothe Superb idea. of a fovereign in her 
e r ; chains, 
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‘chains. In fhort, the prince had reafon to flatter 


himfelf that without em loying the violence of a 
Tarquin, he would fee Vacreds fubjected to his 
love. An accident, however, which he little ex- 
petted, deftrayed his hope, as you fhall prefently 
hear, 

I am naturally impudent among women, having 
acquired that qualification, } know not whether it be 


good or bad, among the Turks: Lucretia was . 


handfome, and I, forgetting that I was only to a& 
the part of an ambaffador, talked to her on my own 
fcore, offering my fervices with all the gallantry I 


_ was mafterof. Inftead of being fhocked at my au- 


dacioufnefs, and replying in a rage, fhe faid, with 
a fmile, “ You muft own, Don Raphael, that the 
grand duke has made choice of a very faithful 
and zealous minifter, who ferves him with an in- 
tegrity never enough to be commended.” *¢ Madam, 
(faid I, with the fame air) don’t let us ‘examine 
things fcrupuloufly ; hut lay afide thofe refiections 
which (I know very well) are not at all favourable 
to me, J abandon myfelf to my paffion; and after 
all, don’t believe myfelf the firft confident of a 
prince, who has betrayed his mafter in affairs of 
gallantry ; for the great have often dangerous 
rivals in their meffengers of pleafure,”” ‘* That 
may be, (replied Lucretia) but as for my part, J 
am fo high- fpirjted, that nobody under the degree 
of a prince, fhall ever make an ‘impreffion upon 


_my heart, Conduf¢t yourfelf accordingly, (added 


fhe, growing ferious) and let us change the dif- 
courfe. Iam willing to forget what you, have faid, 

on-condition that you fhall never talk to me again 
in the fame manner ; otherwife you may chance tq 


repentit,”” 
Al 
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Although this was an advice to the reader, of 
whichI ought to have taken the advantage, I did 
not leave off entertaining Mafcarini’s wife with my 
paffion: I even preffed her with more ardour than 
ever, to make fuitable returns to my tendernefs, 
and was rath enough to take liberties, Upon which 
the lady, being affronted at my difcourfe and muf- 
 fulman behaviour, checked me abruptly, threatened 
to make the grand duke acquainted with my in- 
folence, and affured me that fhe would defire him 
to punith me, as I deferved. I was piqued, in my 
turn, at thefe menaces; my love changed into 
_ hate ; and determined to be revenged upon Lucre- 


tia, for her contempt, I went in queft of her 


hufband, whom, after he had {worn that he would 
mot expofe me, I informed of the correfpond- 
ence between his.wife and the prince, not forget- 
ing to paint her very amorous, in order to make 
the {cene more interefting. The minifter, to pre- 
vent all accidents, fhut up his fpoufe, without any 


other form of procefs, in a fecret apartment, where — 


fhe was guarded by people on whom he could | 


rely, While fhe was thus furrounded by fpies, 
who hindered her from informing | the grand duke 
of her fituation, I told that prince, with a melan- 
choly air, that he muft no more think of Lucre- 
tia; that Mafcarini had, doubtlefs, difcovered 
the whole affair, fince he had taken it into his 
-head, to watch his wife ; that I could not ima- 


gine ' ‘what had alarmed his fufpicion of me, for — 


I thought I had always behaved with a good 
deal of addrefs; that the lady, pethaps, had con- 
feffed the whole to her hufband, in concert with 
whom, fhe had allowed herfelf to be locked up, 
im order to avoid thofe importunities which alarm- 
ed her virtue, “The prince feerned very much 
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afflicted at my report ; I was touched with his grief, 
and repented more than once of what I had done ; 
but it was too late: befides, I confefs that I felt a . 
malicious joy, when I reprefented to myfelf the con- 
dition to which I had reduced the proud woman, 
who had difdained my paffion, | | 

I enjoyed, with impunity, the pleafure of re- 
venge, which is fo fweet to all the. world, and 
in particular to Spaniards, when the grand duke 
being, one day, in company with five or fix of his 
courtiers and me, faid, “ In what manner do. 
you think a man ought to be punifhed, who has 
dared to abufe the confidence of his prinee, and 
attempted to deprive him of his miftrefs?’’ “‘ He — 
ought (faid one) to be tied to the tails of four 
horfes, and tore to pieces.” Another was of 
opinion, that he fhould be mawled to death. The 
leaft cruel of thofe Italians, and he whofe fentence 


‘was moft favourable to the delinquent, faid, “‘ That 


he would be fatisfied with caufing him to be thrown ° 
from the top of an high tower.’’ ‘* And what is the 
opinion of Don Raphael? (refumed the grand duke) 


- Iam perfuaded that the Spaniards are as fevere as 


the Italians, in fuch conjunctures.”” : 

I eafily comprehended, as you may believe, that. 
Mafcarini had not kept his oath ; or that his wife 
had found means to apprife the prince of what 
had paffed between her and me ; and my confufion 
appeared plainon my countenance, Neverthelefs, 
difconcerted as I was, J anfwered with a refolute 
tone, “Sir, the Spaniards are more generous; they 
would pardon the confident, on fuch an occafion, 
and, by their goodnefs, raife in his foul an eternal 
regret for having betrayed them.”” ‘‘ Well, (faid 
the prince) I find myfelf capable of fuch genero- 
fity. I pardon the tiaitor : for Ihave none bue 

‘ ' - my. 
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myfelf to blame for having beftowed my confidence 
upon a man, whom I did not know, aid whom I 
had reafon to diftruft, after what I had heard of his 
chara&er, Don Raphael, (added he) this is the 
manner in which I will avenge myfelf: quit my 
dominions immediately, and let me never fee your 
face again.”’ I withdrew on the inftant, not fo much 
affii@ed at my difgrace, as rejoiced at coming off 
fo cheaply ; and the very next day, embarked in 
a veifel that failed from Leghorn, on its return to 
Barcelona. 

I interrupted Don Raphael in this part of his 


hiftory, by faying, ‘‘ For a man of underftanding, . 


methinks. you committed a great blunder in neg- 
leGting to leave Florence immediately after the 
difcovery you made to Mafcarini of the prince's 
paffion for Lucretia; you fhould have concluded, 
that the grand duke would foon come to the know- 


ledge of your infidelity.’ ‘“ Igrantit, (replied the 


fon of Lucinda) and notwithftanding the affurance 
which the minifter gave me of not expofing me tg 
the refentment of the prince, I propofed to difap- 
pear in a very fhort time. 
- J arrived at Barcelona (continued he) with the 
remainder of the wealth I had brought from Al- 
gier, the beft part of which I had diffipated at 
Florence, in the chara&ter of the Spanith gentle- 
man. I did not ftay long in Catalonia: for, 
having a longing defire to revifit Madrid, the charm- 
ing place of my nativity, I fatisfied, as foon as 
poffible, the defire that impelled me. When I 
arrived in that city, I took furnifhed lodgings, by 
accident, at a houfe where a lady lived, whofe 
mame was Camilla, and who, though no miner, 
was a very engaging creature. I take Signior Gil 
Rlas to. witnefs,.who faw her, much about that 
time, 
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time, at Valladolid. She had ftill more wit than 
beauty, and never had a fhe adventurer better talents 
for decoying dupes: but fhe was none of thofe 
coquets, who lay up the acknowledgments of their 
gallants: when fhe had pillaged a man of bufinefs, 
fhe thared his fpoils with the firft tharper the foyind 
to her liking. 

We loved one another at firft fight; and the 
conformity of our manners joined us fo clofely, 
that we foon had every thing in common. Our 
fortunes, indeed, were not very confiderable, and 
therefore we fpent them in a very little time. 
Neither of us, unluckily, minded any thing but 
our pleafure, or made the leaft ufe of the talents 
we had, to live at our neighbour’s expence. But 
mifery, at laft, awakened our geniufes, which 
ae had benumbed : and Camilla faid to me, 
§ My dear Raphael, let us make a diverfion, my 
friend, and renounce a fidelity that ruins us both ¢ 
ies may Captivate a rich widow, and ¥ may charm 
ome nobleman: for if we-continue faithful to 
one another, here will be two fortunes loft.’ 
*¢ Fair Camilla, (I replied) you have anticipated 
me; I-was going to make the fame propofal to 
you. J affent to your fcheme, my queen: yes, 
for the bertér fupport of our mutual flame, let ys 
attempt advantageous conquefts: the infidelities 
we fhall commit, will turn to triumphs in the 
end.” Be 

This eonwendon being made, we took the field 
and made confiderable motions at firft, without 
being able to encounter what we fought. Camilla 
could light upon none but beaus ; that is to fay, 
gallants who had not a penny in their pockets: and 
¥ could meet with no women, but fuch-as loved 
aoe to levy contributions than pay them, As 

our 
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our arts were ufelefs in love, we had recourfe to , 
ftratagems, and performed fo many that our fame | 
reached the ears of the corregidor; and that fevere 
judge for the devil, ordered one of his alguazils to 
apprehend us; but this officer being as good-na- 
tured asthe other was cruel, gave us time to quit — 
Madrid, in confideration of afmall fum which we 
beftowed uponhim. We took the road to Valla- 
dolid, and fixed in that city, having hired a houfe, 
in which I lived with Camilla, who paffed'for my 
fifter, to avoid fcandal. At firft, we kept our in- 
duftry under the rein, and began to ftudy the ground, . 
before we fhould form any enterprize. 

One day, a man accofting me in the ftreet, fa- 
luted me very civilly, faying,| “‘ Signior Don Ra- 

phael, do youknow me ?’’ I anfwered, ‘* No.” 
Upon which he refumed: ‘‘ But I recolle& you: 
I have feen you at the court of Tufcany, where I 
then belonged to the grand duke’s guards. I quitted 
the fervice of that prince fome months ago, and 
"am come to Spain with an Italian of’ great fineffe: 
we have been three weeks at Valladolid, and lodge 
with a Caftilian and Galician, who are, without 
contradiction, two young fellows of honour. We 
live together by the work of our hands, make 
good chear, and amufe ourfelves like princes: if 
you will join us, you fhall be agreeably received 
by my confederates: for you always feemed to me 
to be agallans man, of a difpofition not addicted to 
{cruples, and a profeffed brother of our order.”’ 

The rogue’s franknefs excited mine. ‘* Since 
you {peak to me with fo little referve, (faid I to 
him) it is but reafonable that I fhould explain - 
myfelf, in the fame manner, to you. Indeed, I 
am not a novice in your profeffion.; and if my 
: : i. .modefty 
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modefy would allow me to recount my exploits, 
you would fee that you have not judged too ad- 
_ vantageoufly of my talents: but I will forbear to 
~ Jaunch out in my own praife, and content myfelf 
with affuring you, while I accept that place in 


your company which is offered, that I will neglect 


nothing to approve myfelf worthy of your choice.” 


’ As foon as I fignified, to this ambidexter, my con- 


fent to augment the number of his comrades, he_ 
condu&ed me to the place where they were, and 
introduced me to their acquaintance. It was here 
that I faw, for the firft time, the illuftrious Am- 
brofe de Lamela. ‘Thofe gentlemen examined’ me 


. touching my fkill in the myftery of appropriating | 


to one’s felf, with addrefs, the effects of another. 
They wanted to know if I underftood the princi- 
ples of their art; but I fhewed them a great 
many ftratagems, which they did not know, and 
‘which acquired their admiration of my ability. 

They were ftill more aftonifhed, when, defpifing 
the dexterity of my hand, as a thing too common, 
J told them that I excelled in tricks, which re- 
quired the affiftance of genius. To convince them 
‘of this, I recounted the adventure of Jerome de 
Moyadas: and, upon the fimple narration of that 
affair, they found me fuch a fuperior genius, that 
J was chofen their chief, by unanimous confent, I 
foon juftified their choice, by an infinite number of 
knavifh defigns, which we put in prattice, and of 
which I was, as it were, the informing foul, When 


. we had occafion for an actrefs to carry on our pro- 


jes, we made ufe of Camilla, who performed all 
her parts to admiration. 

About that time, our brother Ambrofe, being 
tempted to revifit -his native céuntry, fet out for 
Gallicia, affuring us, that we might d:pend upon 
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his return. He fatisfied his defire, and on his way 
back again, going to Burgos, with an jntention of 
firiking fome ftroke, an inn-keeper of his ac 
qvuaintance introduced him to the fervice of Signior 
Gil Bias of Santillane, with whofe affairs he did 
not fait to make him acquainted. Signior Gil 
Blas, (he added, addreffing himfelf to me) yoy 
know how we rid you of your portmanteay, ig 
our furnifhed lodgings at Valladolid ; and | den’¢ 
doubt that you fufpeéted Ambrofe of being the 
chief inftruament of that theft. And you was in 
the right: for at,your arrival, he came and laid 
your fituation before us, and we, the gentlemer 
undertakers, regulated ourfelves accordingly. But 
you are ignosant of the confequences of that adr 
veniure, which I will, therefore, let. you know. 
Ambrofe and I carried off your portmanteay, and 
mounting your myles, took the road to Madrid, 
withopt incumbring ourfelves with Camilla, er the 
refit of our comrades, who, without doubt, were 
as much furprized as you, at oyr non-appearance 
next day. 

On the fecond day, we changed our defign, and 
inftead of going to Madrid, which I had not 
quitted without caufe, we pafled. hy Zeberos, and 
continued our rout as far as Toledo. In this city, 
our firft care wag to drefs ourfelves like gentlemen, 
then giving ourfelves out for two brothers of Gal- 
- figia, who travelled out of curiofity, we foon be- 
came acquainted with perfons of character. <Aé 
I had been fo much accuftomed to a& the man 
of quality, I was eafily miftaken for fueh, and 
people being ufually dazzled by expence, we im- 
pofed upon every body, by the gallant treats we 
began to give*to the ladies. Among the women 
whom I viGited, there was. one wae teuched my 

heart ; 
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Keart : I. found her fairer than Camilla, gnd a 
good deal more young: I was defirous of knowing 
who fhe was, and learned that her name was 
Violante, ahd that her hufband was a gentleman, 


, Who cloyed already with her charms, putfaed thofe 


ef a-couftezan, whom. he loved. This piece of 
iaformation, Was enough to determine me to 
eftablifh Violante the fovereign lady of my affec- 
tion. . 

- It was not fae before fhe perceived her con. 
queft : I began to follow her every where, and 
eommit a thoufand impertinencies, to perfuade her 
that I wanted nothing more, than to confole het 
far the infidelity of her fpoufe. The fair one made 
her refieGtions on the matter, which were fuch, 
that, at laft, I had the pleafure of knowing her 


‘approbation of my fentiments, I received from her 


a billet, in anfWwar to feveral which I lrad fent to 
her, by one of thofe old matrons, who are fo fer- 
wiceable in Spain and Italy. The lady gave me to | 
enderftand, that her hufband fupped every even- 
shg with his mifttefs, and did not come home be- 
fore it was very late. That fame night I went 
under the windows of Violante, and entered into 
a moft tender converfation with her: after which, 
we agtecd, at parting, to enjoy the fame oppor- 
tunity every night, at the fame hour, without pre- 
jadice to the otlier acts of gallantry, which we 

fhould be permitted to exercife in the day. 
Hitherto Don. Balthazar, the hufband of my 
ptincefs, came off very cheaply ; but I chofe to 
ove naturally, and repaired one evening under the 
Bady’s windows, with a defign to tell her, that I 
could Hive no longer, if Idid not enjoy a téte a 
téte with her, i a place more fuitable to the ex- 
ae a my love; an) indulgence which I had not, 
R 2 as 
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as yet, been able to. obtain. But juft as I got 
to the place, I faw a man come into the ftreet, 
who feemed to obferve me: In effect, it was the 
hufband, who returned from. the courtezan earlier 
than ufual, and who perceiving a cavalier near his 
houfe, inftead of going in, walked to and fro in 
the ftreet. I remained, for.fome time, unrefolved, 
but, at laft, determined to accoft Don Balthazar, 
whom I did not know, and of whom I was alfo 
utterly unknown, , * Signior cavalier, (faid I to 
‘him) pray leave the ftreet free for me for one night: 
I will do as mypch for you another time.” Sig- 
Bior, (he replied) I was going to make the fame 
requeft to you: Iam in love with a girl, whom 
her brother guards like a dragon, and who lives 
‘Not above twenty paces from hence ; fo that I with 
there was nobody in the ftreet,”” ‘* There is ope 
way (faid J) of fatisfying us both, without incom- 
moding either : for (added I, fhewing him his own 
houfe) the lady, whom I ferve, lodges there ; and 
let us affift one another, if either of us fhould be 
attacked.”” ‘‘ With all my heart, (he replied) I 
will go to my rendezvous, and we will back one 
another, fhould there be occafion.’* So faying, 
he left me 3 but it was in order to obferve me the. 
better, and this the darknefs of the night permit- 

ed him to do with impunity. | 
As for my part,’ I approached, in fecurity, the 
‘balcony of Violante, who foon appeared, and we 
began to converfe together. J did not fail to in- 
fit upon my queen’s granting me a private inter- 
yiew in fome particular place. She refifted my 
importunities qa little, to inhance the value of the 
favour which I demanded ; then dropping q letter, 
which fhe took out of her pocket, “ Hold (faid 
fhe) you will find, in this billet, the promife of 
‘what 
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what you fo eatneftly defire. She afterwards with- 
drew, becaufe the hour at which her hufband 
ufually returned, was at hand ; upon which I fe- 
cured the billet, and advanced 'to the place where 
Don Balthazar faid he was concemed : bat he 
having very well perceived what I wanted with 
his wife, came to me, faying, ‘‘ Well, fignior 
cavalier, are you fatisfied with your good fortune?” 
“‘ I have caufe to be fo, (J replied :) and what 
have you done? has love favoured your addreffes ?”” 
** Ah no! (faid he) the curfed brother of the 
beauty whom I love, is returned from. a country 
houfe, where I imagined he would ftay till to-mor- 
row ; and this mifchance has baulked me of thé 
pleafure with which I flattered myfelf,”” 

Don Balthazar and I made mutual proteftations' 
of friendthip ; and to tie the knots of it the fafter, 
made an appointment to meet next day, in the 


' great f{quare. Aer we parted, he went home, 


but mentioned not a word of what he knew to 
Violante.. Next day he repaired _to the great ' 
fquare, where I arriving a moment after him, we 
faluted one another with demonftrations of friend- 
fhip, as perfidious on one fide, as fincere on the 
other, Then Don Balthazar made me the confi- 
dent of a feigned intrigue with the lady whom he 
bad mentioned the preceding night: recounting 
a long ftory that he had invented, in order to en- 
gage me, in my turn, to tell him in what manner 
1 had become acquainted with Violante, I did | 
mot fail to fall into the fnare, and confef¢ all with 


the utmoft franknefs: I even thewed the letter 


which I had received from her, and road the com 
tents in thefe words. 
} 
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Shall dine te-morrow with Donna Inez: you 

know where the lives: "tis in the houfe of that 
faithful friend, that I intend to give you a private 
interview ; for I ean no longer refufe that favour, 
which you feem to deferve. 


‘© This (faid Don Balthazar) is a billet which 
promifes you the accomplifhment of your wifh; I 
congratulate you before-hand, on the happinefs that 
attends you.” .He could not help being a little 
difconcerted while he faid this ; but he eafily con- 
cealed his trouble and confufion from me. J was 
‘fq much engroffed by my hope, that I never thought 
of obferving my confident, who was obliged, ‘how- 
ever, to leave me, that I might not at laft perceive 
his agitation. He ran to apprife his brother-in- 
‘Jaw of this adventure: but [am ignorant of what 
paffed between them: all I know of the matter, 

-ds, that Don Balthazar came and knocked at the 
door while’ I was with Violante,. at the houfe of 
Donna Inez: and as foon as we learned that it wag 
he, I efcaped at a back-door before he came in. 
-As foon as I was gone, the ladies whom the un- 
forefeen arrival of the hufband had difconcerted, 
recolleéted themfelves, and received him with fuch 
effronterie, that he fufpeéted I was either conceal- 

ed, or had made my efcape. I cannot tell what 
he {aid to Donna Inez and his wife, becaufe it ne« 
ver came to my knowledge, Ce 

Mean while, without fufpecting that I was Don 
Balthazar’s dupe, I went away, curfing him, and 
‘returned to the great fquare where I had appointed 
to meet Lamela. J} did not find’ him, however; 
he had little affairs of his own to manage ; and 
the rogue was more. fortunate than J, While I 

| | : waited 
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waited for him, I faw my perfidious confident ar- 
rive, who came up to me with a gay air, and 
fmiling, asked news of my interview with my 
mymph at the houfe of Donna Inez. ‘* I don't 
know (faid 1) what damon, jealous of my plea- 
fures, delights in thwarting. them: but while I 
was alone with my lady, preffing her to make me 
happy, her hufband, whom the devil confound ! 
came and knocked at the door: fo that being ob- 
liged to get off as faft as I could, I retired by a 
back-door, curfing to hell the tréublefome cuckold 
who broke. all my meafures.”” “ I am truly forry 
for it, (cried Don Balthazar, who felt a fecret joy 
in feeing my vexation) what an impertinent huf- 
band muft o be! I advife you to give him na 
quarter.” © O! as for that (I replied) T will 
take your advice: and I can affure you that his 
honour fhall: make its exit this night: his wife, 
when I left her, bid me not be difcouraged at fo 
{mall a matter: but be fure to come under her 
window, earlier than ufual, for fhe was refolved 
to admit me into her hovfe: and defired me at all 
events, to come attended with two or three friends, 
for fear of furprize."” ‘* What a prudent lady the 
is! (faid he) I will, if you pleafe, accompany you 
thither.” ‘ Ah, my dear friend ! (cried I, in a 
tranfport of joy, while I threw my arms around 
his neck) I am infinitely obliged to you.” “ I 
will do more, (he refumed) I am acquainted with 
‘a young fellow’ who is another Cefar ; he fhall be 
of the party, and then you may boldly confide in 
your efcorte.”*. 

T did not know what acknowledgments to make 
to this new friend, fo much was I charmed with 
his zeal. In.fhort, I accepted the fuccour which 
he offered, and aPPRRES to meet in the aie 
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under Violante’s balcony, we parted for that time: 
He went to find his brother-in-law, who was the 
Cefar in queftion ; and I took a turn till the even- 
ing, with Lamela, who, (though he was furprifed 
at the ardour with which Don Balthazar efpoufed 
my intereft) diftrufted him no more than I:.we 
fell nodding into the fnare, which I own, was 
unpardonable in people of our experience. When 
I thought it was time to prefent myfelf before Vio- 
Aante’s window, Ambrofe and I appeared upon the 
fpot, armed with good rapiers; and there we 
* found the lady’s hufband, with another man, wait- 
ing for us, without fiinching, Don Balthazar ac- 
‘cofting me, and fhewing his brother-in- law, faid, 
** Signior, this is the cavalier whofe bravéry I ex- 
tolled fo much. Get into the houfe of your mif- 
trefs, and let not any anxiety hinder you from en- 
joying the moft perfect felicity.” 

After fotne mutual compliments, I knocked at 
thy nymph’s door, which being opened by a kind 
of duenna; I entered, and without taking notice 
of what patted behind me, advanced into a hall 
Where Violante was. While _I faluted the lady, 
the two traitors who had followed me into the 
houfe, and fhot the door fo haftily after them, that 
Ambrofe was left in the ftreet, difcovered them- 
felves. You may eafily imagine that we then 
came to blows. Both of them charged me at once 
but I found them work enough, and eapioned 
them in fuch a manner, that perhaps they. repented 
they had not chofe a furer conveyance for 
their revenge. JI ran the hufband through the 
body, and his brother-in-law feeing him out of the 
queftion, got to the door, which the duenna and 
Violante had opened to make their efcape, while 
We were engaged, oI purfu¢d him into the Rreet, 

where 
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where { rejoined Lamela, who not being able to 
extra& one word from the women in their flight, 


did not precifely know what to think of the ‘noife 


he had‘heard, We returned to the tavern where 
we lodged, -fecured our moft valuable effects, and 
mounting our mules, rode out of the city, without 
waiting for day. . 
Knowing very well that this affair might have 
bad confequences, and that a fearch might be made, 
at Toledo, which we were in the right to antici- 


_ pate, we went to bed at Villarubia, at an inn, 


where, fome time after, 2 merchant of ‘Toledo are 
rived in his way to Segorba. As we fupped in 


: Shis company, he recounted the tragical adventure 


of Violante’s hufband, and was fo far from fufpect- 


ing us to be concern’d, that we boldly ask'’d of 


him ajl manner of queftions about the affair. 
“© Gentlemen, (faid he) juft as I fet out this morn- 
ing, J heard of the melancholy accident. Search 
was made every where for Violante, and I was told 
that the corregidor, who is related to Don Balthazar, 
has refolved to fpare nothing in difcovering the 
murderers, , This is all I know of the matter.” 
Though I was not much alarmed at the fearch 
of the corregidor, I refolved to quit New Caftile 
immediately : reflecting that when Violante fhould 
be found, the would confefe all, and on her de-, 
{cription of my perfon to the judge, people would 
pe fent in purfuit of me. For this reafon, the 
svery next day we avoided the high-way, through 
precaution : Lamela being luckily acquainted with 
‘three fourths of Spain, and particularly with the’ 


_ by-ways through which we could fecurely repair 


nto Arragon. Inftead of going ftraight to Cuenga, 
swe kept among the mountains adjacent to that. city ; 
and through paths that were not unknown to my 
guide, 
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guide, arrived at a grotto which looked very mrech 
like an hermitagé ; and indeed, it was the fame te 
which you came laft night, for an azylum, 
While I was confidering thecountry around, which 
prefented to my view a moft charming tural pro- 
{pe& ; my cottipanion faid to me, ‘* I paifed by 
this place fix years ago, at which time, tat grettd 
ferved as a retreat ¢> an old hermit who gave me 
a very charitable reception ; entertaining me , with 
a fhare of his provifions : ¥ refmember that he was 
a very holy man, and harrangued me with a dif- 
courfe that had almoft detached me from the 
world : perhaps, he is ftill alive + I will go ana 
fee.” sb faying, the eutious Ambfofe alighted 
from his mule, and entered the hermitage, wirere 
having ftaid fome minutes, he returned, calliug to 
me, “‘ Come hither, Don Raphael---cothe md-foe 
a very affedting fcene,”” 
I alighted immediately, and tying our mutes te 
a tree, followed Lamela into the grotto, where { 
perceived an old anchorite, pale and dying, ftretched 
at his full length upon a truckle bed. A white 
beard very bufhy, covered his whole. breaft; and 
in his hands clafped together, appeared a large, 
twifted rofary, At the ndife we made.in approach« 
ing him, he opened his eyes-which death had al- 
ready began to clofe, and after having looked at us 
fora moment faid, “‘ Whofoever you are, my 
brethten, profit by the fpectacle that now prefents 
atfelf to yout yes : T have lived forty years in the 
world, and fixty in this folitude, Ah! how long, 
at this moment, feems the time which I have be- 
ftowed on my pleafures : and on the contrary, how 
Mott does that appear which I have'confectated to 
penitence and devotion. Alas! I am afraid that 
the paar ef brother John, have not fufficiently 
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expiated the fins of the licentiate Don Juan de 
Solis.”* : 

He had no fooner fpoke thefe words than he exe 
ired, leaving us very much affected with his death, 
Fete forts of obje&ts always make fome impreifion 
evea on the greateft libertines. But we did not 
retain it Jong: we foon forgot what he had {aid 
fo us, and began to take an inventory of every 
thing in the hermitage: an employment not very 
Jaborious ; all his furniture confifting in what you 
may have obferved ip the grotto. Brother John was’ 
pot only ill provided with furniture, but alfo kept 
a very bad larder : for all the provifion we found, 
was a few filberts, and fomecrufts of barley bread, 
fo hard as to be, in all appearance, proof again® 
the gums of the holy man. I fay his gums ; be, 
caufe we obferved, that he had loft all his teeth, 


All that this folitary habitation contained, and all. 


that we beheld, made us regard the good anchorite 


"as a perfect faint. We were fhocked, indeed, ag 


ene thing 1 we opened a paper folded in form of a 
Jetter, which he had laid upen the table, and in 
which, he begged that the perfon who fhould read 
it, would carry hia rofary and fandals to the bifhop 
ef Cueasa. ‘We did nat know with’ what inten- 
tion, :this new father of the defert could defire to 
anake fuch a prefent to his bilhop. This ‘feamod 
An owtrage againft hymility, and the bebaviaur of 
@ man who wanted to fet up for canenization. And 
perhaps, there was nothing in it,. but pure fim- 
plicity ; for J don’t pretend to decide the mat- 


. ter. 


| While we difcourfed tegther on thig fubject, a 


pleafant thought came into Lamela’s head, “ Let 
ug ftay (faid he) in this hermitage, and. -difgnife 


ourfelves like ancherites, having frit buricd se 
‘ : : $4 oy 
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ther John. You fhall pafs for him, and I under 
the name of brother Anthony, will go a begging im 
the neighbouring towns and villages, Befides, our 
being fecure from the enquiries of the corregidor, 
(for I don’t believe: he will think of fearching for 
us here) I have fome good acquaintance at Cuenga, 
which we may cultivate.”” I approved of this ex- 
travagant propofal, not fo much for Ambrofe’s 
reafons, as out of pure whim, or a defire of aGing 
a part in a play. About thirty or forty paces from 
the grotto, we dug a grave, in which we modeftly 
interred the old anchorite, after having ftript him 
of his cloaths ; that is, a fimple robe tied about 
his middle with a leathern girdle: we likewife cut ‘ 
off his beard, to make a falfe one for me; and in 
fhort, after having perform’d his funerals, took 
poffeffion of the hermitage. 

We-fared poorly the firft day, being obliged to 
Kve on the provifion of the defunét ; but next 
morning, before dav, Lamela fet out in order to 
fell the two mules at Toralva, and returned in. 
the evening loaded with victuals, and other chings 
-which he had purchafed. He brought every thing 
that was neceflary for our transformation : he made 
‘for himfelf a ruffet gown and a little red beard of 
horfe-hair, which he fixed fo artificially to his 

. ars, that one would have (worn it was the natu- 
ral produce of his chin. There is not a more dex- 
terous young fellow iin the world than he; who 
likewife weaved the beard of brother Jahn, which 
he applied to my face, and my~brown woollen cap 
ferved to cover the artifice ;'fo that there was no- 

‘thing wanting to our difguife. We found each 
other fo pleafantly equipped, that we could not, 

~without laughing, behold ourfelves in this drefs, 
which. truly was not very {uitable to our real cha- 
raQers. 


‘ 
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racers. Together with brother. John’s robe, J 
wore his rofary and fandals, of which I made no 
{cruple to deprive the bifhop of Cuenca, i, 
. Wehad been already three days in the hermi- 
tage, without feeing a foul appear; but on the 
fourth two peafants entered the grotto, bringing 
bread, cheefe, and. onions te the defun@; whom 


| they ftill thought alive, . As foon as I perceived — 


them, I threw myfelf on my bed, and it was no 
difficult matter to deceive them: for, befides that 
there was not light enough to enable them to diftin- 
guish my features, l- imitated as well'as I could the 
voice of brother John, whofe laft words J had 
heard; and they had no fufpicion of the cheat : 
they feemed only furprifed to meet another hermit 
there; which when Lamela perceived, he {aid 
with an hypocritical air, “ My: brethren, be not 
furprifed to fee me in this folitude : I have quitted 
an hermitage I poffeffed in Arragon, to come 
hither and attend the venerable and difcreet 
brother John, who in his extreme old age has oc- 
cafion for a comrade who can provide for his ne- 
ceffities..” The peafants gave infinite praife to the 
charity of, Ambrofe, and expreffed great joy, in 
being able to boaft of having two holy perfanages 
in their country. a | 
Lamela with a large havrefack, which he had 
not forgot to purchafe, went a begging for the firft 
time in the city of Cuenga, which is but a fmal 
Jeague from the hermitage. With a devout appear- 


_ance which he had received from nature, and the 
- art of making advantage of it, which he poffeffed 
in a fupreme degree, he did not fail to extort alms 


from charitable people, with whofe liberalities he 
filled his havrefack. ‘* Mr. Ambrofsa (faid ] to 
hima at his return) I congratulate you upon your 

Vou, W, Ss : happy 
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happy talent of melting the fouls of chriftians, 
Egad ! one would think you had been a begging bro- 
ther among the capuchins.”” ‘I have done fome- 


thing elfe (anfwered he) than fill my knapfack : 


you muft know I have difcovered a’ certain nymph 
called Barba, whom I formerly loved, and whom 
I have found ftrangely altered: fhe (like us) has 
turned devotee, and lives with two or three fifters 
of the fame clafs, who edify the world in publick, 
and in private lead fcandalous lives,”” As fhe did 
not know me at firft, “ How! Madam Barba, 
{faid J} is it poffible that you do not recollect one 
of your old friends, your admirer Ambrofe ?” 
‘ By my faith! Signior de Lamela, (cried the) I 
fhould never have expeéted to. fee you again in 


‘the habit you wear! By what adventure are you | 


become hermit?” I cannot tell you at prefent, 
(I replied) the detail is fomewhat long; but I wil 
come back to-morrow ‘to gratify your curiofity, 


and bring along with me my companion. brother 


John” « Brother John! (faid fhe, interrupting 
me) what, the good anchorite who lives in the 
hermitage near this city? Sure you joke 5 3 they 
fay, he is more than a hundred years ol.’” &€ ft 
is true (faid I to her) that he was once of that age; 
but he has grown a great deal younger within 
thefe few days: and is at prefent no older than 4.’* 
“* Well, let him come along with you (replied Bar- 
ba) I fee there is fome myftery in the cafe,” 

We did not fail the next day, as foon as jit was 
dark, to go to the houfe of thofe bigots, who had 
prepared a fumptuous entertainment for our recvep- 
tion. We immediately tcok off otr beards and 
hermit’s drefs; and witKout ceremony told them 
_who we were. On their’ fide, for fear of being 
indebted to us-for our franknols, they: fhewed what 

- alfe 
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faife devotees are capable of, when they banith 
grimace, We {pent almoit all the night at table, 
and did not retire to our grotto till the dawn, 
We returned thither again in a very fhort time; 
or rather, did the fame thing (almoft every day) — 
during three months; in which time, we fpent 
two thirds of our money with thefe nymphs: but 
one being fufpicious of our charaéters, difcovered 
the whole, and has informed juftice againft us, 
which this day intended to vifit the hermitage, 
and fecure our perfons. Yefterday Ambrofe, while 
he was begging at Cuenca, met one of our fitters, 
who gave him a note, faying, one of my friends 
wrote this letter to me, which I was going to fend 
te you by an exprefs: thew it to brother John, 
and take your meafures accordingly. It was this 
billet, gentlemen, which Lamela delivered to me 
in your prefence, and which has made us quit fo 
fuddenly our folitary habitation. 
The council which Don Raphael beld with bis beavers 
and the adventure which happened to them when they 
defigned to quit the wood, See 


| \ X [H EN Don Raphael had ended his narration, 


which FT thought a little tedious, Don Al- 
phonfo was fo polite as to fay, it had diverted him 
very much. Then Signior Ambrofe opened, and 
addreffing himfelf to his fellaw-adventurer, “ Don 
Raphael, (faid he) confider that the fun is fet; it 
will be proper, methinks, to deliberate upon what . 
we are todo.’” ‘£* You are in the right, (replied 
his comrade) we muft determine upon the place to 
which we go next.’” “It is my opinion, (re- 
fumed Lamela) that we fhould fet forward with- 
7 S 2° out 
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out lofs of time, reach Requena this night, and 
to-morrow enter the kingdom of Valencia, where 
we will give the rein to our induftry, and, I fore-— 
fee, perform fome fuccef.ful ftrokes, His confe- 
derate, who, on that fubject, believed his prefage 
infallible, ‘affented to his opinion: as for Don Al- | 
phonfo and me, leaving ourfelves to the condu& - 
of thefe honeft people, we waited in filence the 
refult of the conference, | 
It being therefore refolved that we fhould take 
the road to Requé¢na, we began ta prepare our- 
felves for the journey; we made another meal 
Lke that in the morning ; and loading the horfe 
with the bottle, and the remains of our provifions, 
the approach of night lent us that darknefs which 
we needed for our more fecure travelling, and we 
puthed forward to get out of the wood: but we 
had mot gone an. hundred yards, when we dif- 
covered among the trees alight that made us very 
uneafy. ‘‘ What is the meaning of that, (faid 
Don Raphael) perhaps the ferrets of juftice having 
purfued us from Cueaga, underftand that we are 
in this foreft, and are come hither to fearch.”” “ I 
don’t believe that, (faid Ambrofe) thefe are rather 
_ travellers, who being furprifed by the night, have 
come into this wood to wait forday. But (added 
he) I may be miftaken. | I will go and reconnoitre 
while you ftay here, and J will be back in a mo- 
ment. So-faying, he advanced towards the light, 
which was not far off, and approached it foftly. 
Pufhing gently by the leaves and boughs that were 
in his way, and peeping with all the attention 
which,the thing feemedto deferve, he faw on the 
_-grafs, roufid’ a ‘candle that ftuck burning in a 
lump of clay, four men fitting, who had juft dif- 
patched a pie, (and emptied a pretty large leather 
bottle, - | 
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bottle, which they embraced in their turns. He 
likewife perceived at fome diftance from them a 
lady and gentleman tied to trees ; and a. little far- 
ther, achaife with two mules richly caparifoned. 
He gueffed at once, that the men were robbers ; 
and their difcourfe, which he overheard, affured 
him that he was not miftaken in his conjecture. 
The four banditti expreffed an equal defire of pof- 
feffing the lady who had fallen into their hands, and 
talked of cafting lots for her. Lamela having 
fully inform’d himfelf of the. matter, rejoined us, 
and made a faithful report of what He had feen 
and heard. oo | 

Upon which, Alphonfo faid, “‘ Gentlemen, that 
lady and cavalier whom the robbers have bound 
to trees, are perhaps perfons of the firft quality: 
and fhajl we fuffer them to fall viétims to the bar- 
barity and brutality of thieves ? Take my advice, 
Jet us attack thefe banditti, and put them all! to 
death.”” ‘© With all my heart, (faid Don Raphael) 
J am as ready to do a good asa bad a@tion”” Am- 
brofe, on his part, fignified his willingnefs to lend 
a hand to fuch a laudable enterprize, for which 
(faid he) I forefee we thall be well recompentfed, 


I dare likewife affirm, that on this occafion I was 


not at all afraid of the danger; and that no 
knight-errant ever fhewed more readinefs to fuc- 
cour damfels in diftrefs, But not to conceal the 
truth, the danger was not great: for Lamela hav- 
ing reported, that the arms of the robbers were all 
in a, heap at the diftance of ten or twelve paces 
from them, it was no difficult matter for us to 
execute our defign, We tied our horfe to, a tree, 
and approached, as gently as poffible, the place, 
where they were talking with great warmth, and 
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making a hoife that tielped us AQ 
we .made ourfelves tiaftees of thei 
we wererdifcovered ;, thei’ | ng 
them,-ftretched them all breathlé Fi « 
During this execution the light: 
cemained, in darknefs ; but for ae 
delay to untie the man and: woth: 
much, engroffed by their fear, ‘that’ ENG 
ower to thank us for what we hid da 
aeakile “Tis ‘true indeed, “they did't 
know whether to look upon us ‘as theic df 
‘or as a new troop of bandini, Whadad not 
them from the others with any inténtion.te: 
better. But we encofiraged them, by p 
that we would . conduct: them | tor ‘4p ‘Tnx, 
Aimbrofe affirmed: Wwas not’ moe: than 
league from® thence ; and that they might 
take all neceffary precautions for their fe 
oing whither their affairs called them, ne 
affurance, with which they. feemed ‘very. 
tisfied, we re- placed” them in. théir é 
brought them out of thé wood, leading” 
by the bridle, Our anchorites afterwards Shai 
the pockets of the -vanquithed, took ¢aré’: Of ss 
Alphonfo’s horfe, fecured thofé that belomgeag 
the thieves, which we found tied to’ trev né 
field of battle ; and carrying them All off, roll Of 


in order to guide the chaife to’ ‘the inn 5 at whidt an 

however, we did not atrive in lefs time thant 

hours, although he had affured us thatit was. no 8 

from the wood,. r 
Every body in the houfe being a bed, we ge : 

loudly at the door; upon which the landlotd 

his wife got up in a hurry, and” wére- not wo 
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} equipage, which they thought would have fpent 


more money than it tid. The whole inn was 
lighted in a moment; Don Alphonfo and the il- 
luftrious fon of Lucinda offered their hands to 
Help the cavalier and lady out of the thaife, and 


even ferved them as ufhers to the chamber whi- 
; ther the landlord condu@ted them. There a great 
} many compliments paffed ; and we were not a little 


aftonifhed when we underftood that it was the 
Count de’ Polan himfelf, and his daughter Séra~ 
phina, whom we had delivered. It is impoffible 
to defcribe the furprize of that lady, as well as of 
Don Alphonfo, when they recolfected each other. 
The Count took no notice of it, fo much was he 
otherwife engroffed, in recounting to us in what 
manner the robbers had attacked him ; and how 
they had feized his daughter and him, after having 
killed his poftilion, page, and valet de chambre : 
he ended with telling us, that he had a deep fenfe 
of the obligation he lay under to us; and if we 
would come to him at Tolédo, where he fhould 


be in a month, we fhould fee whether or not he was ' 


ungrateful, 

Nor did the daughter of this nobleman forget to 
thank us for her happy deliverance : and as Raphael 
and I imagined we fhould pleafe Don Alphonfo, 
by giving him 4n opportunity of talking a moment 
in private with that young widow, we gratified 


his defire, by amufing the Count de Polan. “ Fair 


Seraphina, (faid Alphonfa to the lady, ina low 
voice) I will no longer complain of the fate that 
compels me to live like a man banifhed from civil 
fociety, fince I have been fo happy as to contri- 
buté to the important fervice which you have re- 
ceived.” ‘* How! (anfwered fhe fighing) is it 
you who have favedmy life.and bonour ? Is it 

to 
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to yeu that my father and IJ are fo much indebted? 
Ah! Don Alphonfo! why did you kjll my bro- 
ther ?”’ She faid no more ; but he eafily perceived 
by thefe words, and the tone in which they were 
pronounced, that if he was violently in love with 
Seraphina, fhe was no lefs gnamoured of him, 


Thg End of the Firts Boox, 
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Tbe condult of Gil Blas and bis companion, after they 
quitted the Count de Polan. ‘The important projet 
which Ambrofe formed, and the manner in which it 

' gas executed, 


HE count de Polan having {pent ¢ one half 
of the night in thanking and affuring us, 


that we might depend upon his gratitude, 
called the landlord, in order to confalt with him 
about the means of getting in fafety to Turis, whi- 
ther Re defigned to go. We left that nobleman to 
take his meafures accordingly ; and departing from 
the inn, followed the road that panels peace to _ 
chufe, 

After having travelled two hours; day farprifed 
us near Campelio; upon which, we immediately 
betook ourfelves ‘to the ecm) which: are Be- 

tween 
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tween that village and Requena, and there paffed 
the day in repofing ourfelves, and counting our 
finances, which were a good deal increafed by the 
money of the robbers ; for above three hundred 
piftoles were found in their pockets.. As foon as it 
was dark we fet forward again, and next morning 
entered the kingdém of Valencia. We retired 
to the firft wood that prefented itfelf to our view; 
and pufhing a good way into it, arrived at a place 
through which a rivulet of chryftalline water gently 
- glided in its way to join the waters of Guadala- 
viar *, The thade projected by the trees, and the 
grafs which the place afforded in abundance to our 
horfes, would have determined us to halt here, 
even if we had not been refolved upon it before, 
' We alighted therefore, and prepared to pafs the 
_ day very agreeably ; but when we went to break- 
faft, found very ‘little provifion left. We began 
- to want bread, and our bottle was become a body 
without a foul. ‘‘ Gentlemen, (faid Ambrofe) 
the moft charming retreats are but difagreeable 
‘without Bacchus and Ceres; our provifion mutt 
be renewed: I will for that purpofe go to Xelva, 
arn handfome town not abeve two leagues from 
hence ; fo that the journey will foon be finithed.” 
So faying, he fixed the bettle and. havrefack on 
’ one of the horfes, and mounting atop of them, 


went out of the wood with a difpatch that promifed | 


’ a (peedy return. 

. He did not come back, however, fo foon as we 
expected: more than half of the day elapfed, and 
* Guadalaviar, a river. of Spain taking it: rife 
near the fource of the Tagus, on the confines of Arragon 
and New Caftile, traverfes the firft of thefe kingdoms, 
enters Valencia, waters the capital, and difcharges itfelf 

snto the gulph of that name, 
night 
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night was ready to cover the trees with her footy 
wings, when we beheld our putveyor, whofe Ray 
had begun to give us fome: uneafinefs. He ex- 
ceeded our expectation by the quantity of things 
with which he returned loaded ;'he brought not 
enly the leathern bottle filled with excellent wine, 
and the knapfack crammed with bread and all forts 
of roafted venifon, but alfo a great bundle of cloth, 
which we obferved with a good deal of attention. 
He perceived our admiration, and faid with a fmile, 
**'§ defy Don Raphael, -and all: the world together, 
to guefs why I have purchafed thefe things.” Say- 
ing thefe words, he loofed the bundle, to thew 
the particulars of what we had obferved in the 
gtofs, He difplayed a cloak, and very long black 
robe, two doublets with their hofe; one of thofe 
ankhorns which are compofed of two pieces. tied 
together by a ftring, the horn of which is feparated 
from the pen-éafe;.a quire. of fine white paper, 
and a padlock with a large feal and green wax 3 


‘and when he had exhibited his whole purchafe, 


Don Raphael faid to him in a jocular way. “ Egad; 
Mr. Ambrofe, it muft be confeffed you ‘have made 
a‘fine bargain, What ufe, if you pleafe, do you 
intend to make of it ?"? ‘* An admirable one, (re- 
plied Lamela ;) all thefe things have coft me but 
ten dowbloons ; and Fam perfuaded that they will 
bring us in more than five-hyndred : you may de- 
pend upon it, Iam none of thofe who encymber 


‘themfelves with wfelefs effe@s; and to convince 


you that.I did not buy all this like a fool, I will 
communicate the proje& Ihave formed.” 
“* Having furnifhed myfelf with bread, (added 


-he) I went into’a cook’s thép, .where ¥ ordered fix 


partridges, as many pullets and young rabbits, tobe 
put to the fire; and while they were doing, a man 
; came 


304 The ADVENTURES of 


came into the fhop in a rage, and loudly complain. 
ing of the behaviour of a merchant in town, faid 
to the cook, ‘* By St. Jago! Samuel Simon is the 
mot ridjculous merchant in Xelva ; he has affronted 
me in open fhop; the covetous wretch would not 
give me credit for fix ells of cloth, though he 
knows very well that I am a refponfible tradefmap, 
and that he can lofe nothing by me. Is not hea 
ftrange animal? He fells willingly on credit to 
people of quality, and had rather venture with 
- phem, than. oblige an honeft citizen without any 
rik, Was there ever fuch madnefs ? Damned Jew! 
would he were taken in, My with will be one 
day accomplifhed. There are merchagts enougk 
of my opinion,” 

Hearing the tradefman {peak i in this manner and 
fay a great many other things of the fame nature, 
J had a certain forewarning, that I fhould cheat this 
Samuel Simen. “ Friend, (faid I to the man who 
complained) what. is the character of this perfon 
whom you meationed ?”” 4*-A very bad one, (an- 
fwered he haftily) | affure you he is a rank ufurer, 
though he affeéts the manners of a benevolent 
man, , He wasa Jew, and ‘turned Catholick ; but 

in his heart, heis ftill as much a Jew as ever Pilate 
was: for they fay he abjured. for jntereft.”” . 

I lent an attentive egr to all the difcourfe of the 
tradefman; and did pot fail, when I came out of 
the cook’s fhop, to. inquire for Samuel Sjmon’s 
hhoufe. A perfon.thew'd it to me; J furveyed his 
shop, examined every thing ; and my imagination, 
ready at a call, fketehed out a ftratagem which I 
Wigefted, and which appeared worthy of the valet 
Of Signior Gil Blas,. J went to a broker's, where I 
manent sped eis ONG uit. for acting an inqui- 

s ‘itor, 


- third for playing the part of an alguazil. . 


to execute, ought not to be lazy. 
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fitor, another to reprefent-a fcrivener, and the 

« Ah, my dear Ambrofe ! (cried Don Raphael, 
interrupting him, in a tranfport of joy) what a won- 
derful idea! whata glorious.plan! Iam jealous of 
the invention, and would willingly give up the 
greateft firokes of my life, to be thought the author 
of fucha happy fcheme ! Yes, Lamela, (added he,.J 


. fee all the richnefs of thy defign, the execution of 


which ought to give thee no uneafinefs. :Thou hat 
occafien for two good actors to fecond thee, and’ 
they are already found, Thou, who haft the air 
of a devotee, will act the inquifitor very well; I 
will reprefent the fecretary, and Signior Gil Blas 
(if he pleafes) ftiall play the part of an alguazil; thus 
(continued he) are the cues diftributed : to-morrow 
we will a& the piece ; and Pll anfwer for its fuc- 
cefs, unlefs fome of thofe unlucky accidents hap. 
pen, which confound the beft concerted defigns, 
1 I conceived as yet but very coniufedly the 
proje& which Don Raphael liked fo much; but the 
whole was explained to me at fupper, and the trick 
feemed ingenious, After having cifpatched part 
of our venifon, and made our leathern bottle un- 
dergo a copious evacuation, we ftretched ourfeives 
upon the grafs, and were afleep in a very thort 
time. ‘“‘ Get up, get up, (cried Signior Ambrofe, 
at day-break) people who have great enterprizes 
© Dewce take 
you, Mr. Inquifitor, (faid Don Raphael, waking) 
how alert you are! that bodes no good to Mr, 
Simon.” ‘I grant it, (replied Lamela) and will 
moreover tell you, 1 dreamed this night, that £ 
plucked the hairs from his beard: Is not that a 
villainous dream for him, Mr. Secretary >" Thefe 
jokes were followed by a thoufaad more, which 
Vaz, iH. T put 
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put us all in good humour: we made a ehearful 
breakfaft, and then prepared for acting our feveral 
parts, Ambrofe put on the long gown and cloak, 
which gave him ali the air of a commiffary of the 
holy office: Don Raphael and I dretfed ourfelves 
likewife, fo as to bear a pretty good refemblance 
‘to a feeretary and alguazil. We employed a good 
deal of time in difguifing ourfelves ; and it was paf 
two a-clock in the afternoon, when we quitted-the 
_ wood, and fet out for Xelva. ’Tis true, indeed, 
‘we were in no hurry, as our comedy weuld not 
begin before the twilight: we therefore went ata 
very flow pace, atid ftopping at the city-gate, 
‘waited there till night. 

As foon as it was dark, we left our horfes in 
this place to the care of Don Alphonfo, who was 
very glad that ke had no other part to perform. 
- ‘Bon Raphael, Ambrofe, and I, went immediately 

into a publican’ sin the neighbourhood ; and Mr, 

‘¥nquifitor going foremoft, faid to the landlord with 

great gravity, “ Mafter, F want to talk with you 

in private.” The landlord carried us into a par- 

lour, where Lamela finding him alone with us, 

faid, ‘* 1 am commiffary of the holy office, come 
hither upon a very important affair.”” At thefe 

‘words the publican grew pale, and replied with a 
faultring voice, that he hoped he had given no 

caufe of complaint to the holy inquifition : “‘Phere- 

fore (replied Ambrofe) it has no intention to give 

‘you any trouble : God forbid that, too prompt to 
‘punith, it thould confound innocence with guilt; 
it is fevere, but always juft: in a word, one muft 

deferve its chaftifements before he feels them. Jt 

‘was not you who brought me to Xelva, but a eer- 
“tain merchant called Samuel Simon, of whom we 
have received a very bad ale it is = nee he 
is 
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is fill a Jew, and embraced chriftianity thro’ mo- 
7 tives purely carnal. I order you therefore, in the 


s mame of the holy office, to tell me what you know 
* sof that man. Beware of excufing him, on accoung 
* of his being your ne:ghbour, and perhaps yous 
a fsiend ; for I declare, if I perceive in your evi- 
iF dence the leaft referve, you yourfelf are a loft man. 


x Come, fecretary, (added he, turning to Raphay 
e do your duty.” 
4 Mr. Secretaty, who already had his paper and 
a inkhorn in bis band, fat down at a table, and 
i prepared, with the moft ferious air in the world, to 
+f ‘write the depofition of the landlord ;. who, on his 
part, protefted that he would not betray the truths 
a “* Weill then, (faid the commiffary inquifitor to 
i him) Jet us begin: .anfwer only to my quettions 
I afk n0 more. Do you fee. Samuel Simon fres 
B quent the church ?”’ ‘‘ Tis what I haye not obe | 
} ferved ({aid the publican). J don’t remember to , 
i have feen him at. church,’? ‘* Good! (cried the in- 
i quifiter.) Write that he is never feen at. church.’” 
; *¢ I don’t fay fe, Mr. Commiffary, (replied the 
: landlord) I only fay, that I never faw him there ¢ 
” he may be in the fame church with me, though I 
don’ perceive him.’’ ‘Friend, (faid Lamela} 
: you forget that you muft not, in your examination, 
i excufé Samuel Simona: I have told you the confe- 
quences of it. You muft mention only thofe things 
: that are againft him, and not one word in his fax 
; vour."” “ If thatbe the cafe, Signior Licentiate, 
‘ (refamed the landlord) you cag’t reap much from 
Af ‘my depofition; I'am not acquainted with the 
mercham in queftion ; therefore can fay neither 
s good nor éH of him. but if yow want to know_ 
how he lives.in his own family, I will go and call 
a sol his *prentice, whom you may interrogate $ - 
Ta he 
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fie comes here fometimes, to make terry with his 
friends ; and fuch a tongue! he will difcover the 
whole life and converfation of his mafter, and } 
warrant it, find employment enough for your 

fecretary.” °° | 
‘ «€T ike your franknefs, (faid Ambrefe) and you 
fhiew your zeal for the holy office, by informing me 
of a man acquainted with the morals of Simon. 
¥ will report you to the inquifition. Make hafte, 
then, (continued he) and bring hither thit fame 
Gafpard, whom you mention. But do things dif- 
creetly, that his mafter may have no fufpicion of 
what paffes.* The publican acquitted himfelf of 
his commiffion, with great fecrecy and diligence, 
and brought along with him the merchant's *pren- 
tice, who was juft fuck a very talkative young 
fellow as we wanted. ‘‘ Welcome, child, (faid 
Lamela to him) you fee, in me, an inquifitor, 
siominated by the holy office, to take informations 
againft Samuel Simon, who is accufed of Judaifm. 
You live with him, and, of confequence, are wit- 
nefs to the greateft part of his behaviour. I be- 
Rieve it is unneceffary to advertife you of the obli- 
gation you are under to declare all that you know 
of him, when I-order you to’do fo, in the name 
of the holy inquifition.”” ‘‘ Signior Licentiate, (re- 
plied the ‘young man) I am very ready to fatisfy 
you on that head, without being commanded in 
the name of the-hely office. If my mafter was 
to take me for his text, I am perfuaded that he 
would not fpare me; I. will therefore deal as 
plainly with him, and ¢ell you,-in the firft place, 
that he is a clofe -hunks, whofe true fentiments 
it is impoMfible to-difcover:: one who affects all 
the: exteriqrs of a .holy man, but has not one 
{cruple of virtue at bottom, He goes every even- 
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GIL BLA‘S 209. 
ing to the houfe of a little Abigail.” “ Iam glad. 
to hear that (faid Ambrofe, interrupting him) and 
I fee, by what you fay, that he is a man of bad 
morats ; but, anfwer provifely to the queftions I 
atm going to afk. I am particularly enjoined te 
now, what are his fentiments with refpe@ to rea 
ligien. Tell me, do you eat pork m your houfe ?’” 
“J don’t think (replied Gafpard) that we have 
gat of it twice, during the whoje year that I have 
lived with him.’ Very well (refumed mafter 
Inquifiter :) write, fecretury, that pork is never 
eateh in the howfe of Samuel Simon. Bat, to 
make amends for that, (continued he) you, doubt. 
efs, eat lamb fometimes.’’ “ Yes, fometimes, 
(replied the ’prentice) we had fome, for example, 
laft Eafter.” ‘* A lucky epocha ! (cried the come 
miffary) write, fecretary, that Simon keeps the 
paffever. This goes on excellently weil, and me» 
thinks, we have received good ‘intelligence, 

Befides, you muft tell me, friend, (added Lap 
thela) if you have never feen your matter carefe. 
little children.” ‘‘ A thoufand times, (replied 
‘Gafpard) when he fees little boys :pafs by his thop, 
#f they ate at all handfome, he ops and fondles 
them.”’ ‘ Write, matter Secretary, (faid the in- 
qurfitor, interrupting him) that Sayeel Simon fs 
violently fufpetted of decoying Chriftian chil- 
aren into his houfe, in order to cat their throats, 
A fine profelyte mdced! Gh, ho! Mr. Siman, you 
fhall have to do with the holy office, take my wond 
for it ; you meaft not imagine that you will be al- 
lowed to make your barbarous fetrifices with 
impunity. Courage, zezlops Gafpard, (faid he to the 
*prenitice) declare all that you know of the matter ; 
and give us-to underftand, that this falfe catholic 
-4s more attached than ever to the Jewith cuftoms 
or 7 apd 
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and ceremonies, . Does not he fpend one day of the 
week in total ina@tion ?”” ‘* No, (anfwered Gaf- 
pard) J have not obferved that: l only perceive 
that on fome days he thuts himfelf up in his clofet, 
where he remains a fong time.’ ‘‘ Abha ! (cried 
the commiffary) he keeps the fabbath, as fure as I 
am an inquifitor, ‘Mark, fecretary, mark that he 
feligioufly obferves the faft of the fabbath. Ah! 
the abominable wretch! I have only one thing 
more to afk, Does.not he {peak alfo of Jerufalem ?” 
“* Very often, (replied the young man) he relates 
to us the hiftory of the Jews, and in what manner 
the temple of Jertfalem was deftroyed.”” ‘¢ Right! 
(faid Ambrofe) mafter Secretary, let not this piece of 
intelligence-efcape you: write, in large characters, 
that Samuel Simon breathes nothing but the refto- 
gation of the temple ; and that he meditates night 
and day the re-eftablifhment of hisnation. I donot 
want to know any more ; therefore, it is needlefs to 
afk any other queftions: what the trufty Gafpard 
has depofed, is enough to PREG a whole fynagogue 
to the ftake.”’ - 

Matter Commiffary of the holy office having in- 
terrogated the ’prentice in this manner, told him, 
he might retire: but ordered him, in the name of 
the haly inquifition, to conceal from his mafter 
every tittle of what had pafied. Gafpard having 
promifed to. obey, took his leave ; and we did nat 
tarry long after he went out, but leaving the public 
houfe, as gravely as we had entered, went and 
knocked at the door of Samuel Simon, who opened 
it with his own hand ; and if he was aftonifhed to 
- fee three fuch figures as we. were, he was much 
more fo, when Lamela, being {pokefman, {aid to 
him, with an imperious tone, ‘‘ Mr, Samuel, I 
command you, in the name of the holy inquifition, 

of 


_ Ambrofe and Don, Raphael, who, by their behavi- 
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of which I have the honour’ to be commiffary, to 
deliver into my.hand, this inftant, the key of your 
clofet: I want to fee if Icannot find fomething to 
juftify the informations which have been prefented 
to us, again{t you.” 

The merchant, confounded at thefe words, 
reeled two fteps backward, as if he had received a 
blow on the ftomach, Far from fufpeéting us of 
any trick, he believed implicitly, that fome fecret 
enemy wanted to fubje& him to the fufpicion of the 
holy office ; perhaps too, knowing himfelf to be 
no good catholic, he had caufe to be afraid of 
an information® Be that as it will, I never faw a 
man more difconcerted: he obeyed without re- 


fiftance, and opened his clofet, with all the refpe& 


that a man could thew, who is in terror of the ine 
quifition. ‘* At leaft, (faid Ambrofe, while he went 


_ in) at leaft you receive the orders of the holy office 


without contumacy, But (added he) retire into 
another room, and leave me at liberty to perform 
my funétion.”? Samuel was as obedient to this 
order as to the firft: he remained in his fhop, 
while we three entered his clofet, and began to 
fearch for his cath, which we eafily found ; for it 
was in an open coffer, and in much grcater quar- 
tity than we could carry off, confifting of a great 
number of bags piled upon one another; but the 
whole in filver. We fhould have liked gold better s 


-but things being as they were, we were fain te 
_accommodate ourfelves to neceffity, and fill dur 


pockets with ducats. We ftuffed our breeches 
with them, and crammed them into every other 
part which we judged proper to conceal them, In 


* fhort, we were heavy Jaden, though our cargo did 


not appear; and this was owing. to the addréfs of 


our 
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our on this otcafion, let me fee that there is nd= 
_ thing like one’s being matter of his trade. 

After having done our bufinefs fo fuccefsfully, 
. we carhe out of the clofet, and, for a teafon that 
the reader will eafily guefs, mafter Inquifitor took 
out his padlock, and fixed it to the door with his 
own hand, then applying the feal, faid to Simon, 
* Mafter Samuel, I forbid you, in the name of the 
holy inquifition, to touch this patilock, as well as 
the feal, which you are bound to refpe&, fince it 
is. the true feal of the ‘holy office. I will retum 
at the fame hour to-morrow, in order to take it 
off, and bring farther orders for yo8."” So faying, 
he ‘made him open ‘the ftreet-door, through which 
‘we joyfully paffed, one after another, When we 
had gone about fifty yards, we began to walk with 


Tuch fpeed and nimblenefs, that we fcarce touched |. 


the ground, notwithftanding the burdens which we 
carried. We foon gor out of town, and remount- 
ing our horfes, pufhed towards Segorba, giving 
thanks to the god one for fuch an happy 
event. 


CHAP. I. 
Toe refolation which Don Alpbonfo and Gil Blas formed 


after this adventure, 


E travelled all night, accarding to our laud- 
able cuftom, and found ourfelves at break 
wof day, near a little village two leagues from Se- 
gorba. As we were all fatigued, we willingly 
quitted the highway, to get among Tome wiNows, 
-which we perceived at the bottom of a little hill, 
‘ten or twelve hundred paces from the village, in 
«which we did not think proper to ftop. We eres 

that the wilkows yielded .an agreeable thate, be- 
4 ing 


t 
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ing watered by a {mall rivulet ; arid the place fuit-. 
ing our tafte, we refolved to {pend the day in it. 
Alighting, therefore, we unbridled our horfes to 

let them feed, and lay down upon the grafs, 

where we took a little repofe. We then emptied 

our-knapfac and leathern bottle, and having made 

a plentiful breakfaft, counted all the money which 
we had taken from Samuel Simon, and which 
amounted to three thoufand ducats ; fo that, with 
this fum, and what we had before, we might have 
boafted of having a pretty goed ftock. 

- AS it was neceffary for fome of us to go and 
buy provifion, Ambrofe and Don Raphael, having” 
quitted their drefs of inquifitor and fecretary, faid 
that they would take that charge upon themfelves 5 7 
that the adventure at Xelva had only whetted their 
appetite ; that they longed to be at Segorba, to fee 
if fome occafion -would not offer, of ftriking .a 


. new ftroke. ‘ You have nothing to do, (added 


the fon of Lucinda) but wait for us under thefe 
willows ; we will not tarry, but-rejoin you in a 
very fhort time.’’ ‘* Signior Don Raphael, (cried 
I, laughing) bid us rather wait for you till doomf- 
day ; if you leave us now, I believe we need not 
expect to fee you fooner.” ‘‘ We are affrqnted 
by your fufpicion, (replied Signior Ambrofe) but 
we deferve it at your hands: your diftruft is ex- 
cufable, after what we did at Valladolid ; and 
we cannot blame you for thinking that we will make 
no more fcruple of forfaking you, than ef aban- 
doning our comrades in that city: but, however, 
you are miftaken ; the confederates, from whofe 
company we withdrew, were perfons of very bad 
chara@ters, and their fociety began to grow in- 
{upportable. We muft do juftice to people of 


our profeffion, by affirming that there are no” af- 
fociates 
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fociates in civil life, lefs divided by intereft than 
they: but when there is not a conformity of in- 
clinatfons among them, their good. underftanding 
may be broke, as well as that of the reft of man- 
kind. ‘Whetvfore, Signiot Gil Blas, (added La- 
mela) we beg that you afd Don Alphonfo will 
have a lietle more confidence im us: ahd let not 
the defire of Don Raphael and'me to go to Segerba, 
. give you the leaft uneafinefs.”” 

‘* It is an eafy matter (faid the fon of Lecinda) 
to rid them of ail caufe of anxiety: tet them re- 
niain matters of the cafh, and then they will have, 
_ in their own hahd$, good fecutity for our return. 
. You fee, Signior Git Blas, (added he) that We come 
to the point at once, ‘You fhall have pledges in 
yout hands ; and I can affere you, that Ambrofe 
and I will fet out, without the leaft apprehenfion 
of your giving us the fip. After fuch a certain 
mark of our fidelity, won't you truft entitely to 
out promife?” ‘* Yes, gentlemen, (faid 1) and 
you may now do what you pleafe.”” They de- 
parted immediately with the leathern bettle and 
knapfac, leaving me under the willows with Den 
Alphonfo, who, after they were gorit, (faid to 
me, * Slgnior Gil Blas, I maft diftlofe my fenti- 
ments to you. I upbraid myfelf with. having had 
the eomplaifance to come fo far with two fharp- 
ers: you cannot imagine how often I have re- 
penhted of this my conduct. Yefterday, while I 
teok care of the horfes, I made a thoufend morti- 
fying refleGions ; I confidered, that it ill became a 
young man, who has principles of honour, to live 
With fuch wicked wretches a3 Don Raphael and 
Lamela ; that ff unluckily, one day, which may 
not be far off, a trick fhould mifcarry, by which 


‘we thall fall into. the hands -of juftice, ¥ thall be 


fhame- 


' 
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fhamefully punifhed with them as a thief, and un- 
dergo the moft infamous chaftifement. , Thefe 
images inceffantly occur to my fancy ; and I own 
I have refolved, that I may no longer be an ac- 
complice of their mifdemeanours, to feparate from 
them for ever. I don’t believe (continued, he) that 
you will difapprove of my defign.’? ‘‘ No, Vil 
affure you, (anfwered I) though you have feen me 
a& the part of an alguazil, in the comedy af - 
Samuel Simon, don’t imagine that thef@ forts of 
pieces are to my tafte, I take heaven to witnefs, 
that. while I played fuch a fine part, I faid withia 
myfelf, In faith, Mc, Gil Blas, if juftice thould 
now come and feize you by the collar, you would 
richly deferve the falary which the would beftow. 
I feel myfelf therefore, no more difpofed than you, 
Signior.Dqn Alphonfo, to remain longer in fuch 
good conapany ; and if you will give me leave, I will 
accompany you, When the gentlemen return, we 
will demand our fhare of the finances, and to-more 
rew morning, or this very night, bid them an 

eternal adieu.” 
The beautiful Seraphina’s lover approved of my 
“spropofal: ‘ Let us (faid he) get into Valencia, 
and embark for Italy, where we may engage in 
the Venetian fervice. Is it not better to carry 
arms, than lead this bafe guilty life? we fhall 
- even be ina condition to make a pretty gocd figure 
with the money which we have: not that I can 
ufe {uch iH-gotten. wealth without remorfe ; but 
befides, that I am compelled by neceffity, if ever 
I make the leat fortune jn war, I {wear that I will 
indemnify Samue}] Simon.” I affured Don Al- 
phonfo, that I entertained the fame fertiments ; 
and, ip fhort, we refolved to Jeave our comrades, 
next 


a 2 


216 The ADVENTURES of 


next morning before day. We had not the leaft 
tempt@tion to profit by their abfence, that is, to 
decamp immediately with the cath : the confidence 
they had fhewn, in leaving us mafters of the money, 
did not permit us to harbour fuch a thought. 

Ambrofe and Don Raphael returned from Se- 
gorba in the evening ; and the firft thing they told 
us was, that their journey had been profperous ; 
that they had laid the foundation of a ftratagem, 
which, in all likelihood, would be more advanta- 
geous than the Iaft. Accordingly, the fon of Lu- 
cinda was going to inform us of the particulars, 
when Don Alphonfo declared his refolution to 
‘eave them; and fet them know that I had the 
fame intention. ‘They ufed all their endeavours, 
in vain, to ehgage us to accompany them in their 
‘expeditions ; for we took leave of them next day, 
after having made an equal partition of the money, 
and proceeded on our way to Valencia, 


CHAP. If. 
After what difagreeable incident Don Alpbonfo found 
his wifbes fulfilld ; and by what adventure Gil 
Bla:, of a fudden, faw bimfelf in a bappy ftua- 


tion, 


E pufhed forward chearfully, as far as Bu- 

nol, where unfortunately being obliged to 

halt, Don Alphonfo fell fick of a high fever, with 
violent paroxyf{ms, which made me affraid of his 
life. Luckily there was no phyfician in the place, 
and I was quit for my fear: he was out of danger at 
the end of three days, and my care helped to re- 
eftablifh his héalth. He fhewed himfelf very fenGible 
of what [had done forhim; and as we felt a re- 
ciprocal 


f 
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erprocal kindnefs for one another, we fwore an 
eternal friendfhip, _ | 

We betook ourfelves again to the road, ftill re- 
folved, when we fhould arriye at Valencia, to 
take the fitft opportunity of a paffage into Italy. 
But heaven difpefed of us otherwife. Seeing a 
number of peafants, of both fexes, dancing in a 
circle, and making merry, before the gate of a 
fine caftle, we approached to behold their mirth 5 
and. Don Alphonfo expected nothing lefs than the. 
furprize with which he was feized, all of a fadden. 
He perceived the Baron de Steinbach, who no 
fooner knew him again, than ke ran to him with 
@pen arms, faying, in a tranfport of joy, “ Ah, 
Don .Alphonfo! is it you! what an agreeable ren- 
eounter is this! while enquiry is made after you, 
all over the kingdom, chance prefents you to my 
view.” . 

My companion alighting immediately, ran and 
embraced the baron, whofe joy feemed immode- 
rate. ‘* Come, my fon, (faid the good old man 
to him) you will now know who you are, and en- 
joy the moft perfe& happinefs.” So faying, he. - 
carried him into the caftle, which Ilikewife entered 
along with them ; for while they embraced one_ 
another, I had alighted and tied our horfes to a 
tree. The mafter of the caftle was the firft perfon 
whom we met. He was a man of about fifty years | 
of age, and a very engaging afpeét: ‘* Signior, 
(faid the Baron de Steinbach, prefenting Don. 
Alphonfo to him) behold your fon.’’ “At thefe. 
words, Don Cz#far de Leyva (fo was the mafter of 
the caftle called) threw his arms about Don Al- 
phonfo’s neck, and weeping with joy, ‘* My dear . 
fon, (faid he) you fee in me the author. of your 

Vor, We’ ley being ¢ 
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being : if I have let you remain fo long: in igne- 
rance of your birth, believe me, I did in that @ 
cruel violence te myfelf: 1 have a thoufand times 
fighed with forrew ; but Ecould not de otherwitt. 
I married your mother through inclination, tho’ 
fhe was of. a birth inferior to mine; and lived 
under the authority of a harth father, who reduced 
me to the neceffity of keeping fécret a marriage 
contraéted without his cosfent. The Baron de 
Steinbach alone was in my confidence, and. it was 
in concert with me that he brewght you up. In 
fhort, my father is no more, and I now am at 
liberty te declare you my fole heir, This is hot all, 
(added he) you thall be married to a young lady, 
whofe nobility equals mine.’? ‘* Signiot, (cried 
Don Alphonfe interrupting Kim) den’t. make me 


pay too dear for the happinefs whith you be-. 


ftew. Cannot I know that I have the honour of 
being. your fon, without Iéarhing, at the faire 
time, that you want to make me. unhappy? Ah, 
fir! be not more cruel than your own.fathet, who, 
though he did not appreve of your paffioh, was 
not-fo fevere as to force you to marry.” ‘* Son, 
(replied: Don Céefar) I don’t intend to tyrannize 
over your affeGtions : but be fo complaifant as to. 
fee the lady whom I deftine for your bed: that 
is all I exa@t of your obedience. Though the 
is a chatming creature, and a very advantageous 
match fot you, I promife mot to confttain you to 
make her your wife. She is now in the caftle; 
follow tre, and you will owh, that thre never 
was a more amiable obje@.”’ Su fayinz, he con- 
ducted Don Alphonfo into an apartment, whither 
I attended them, with the Barotide Steinbach. 

| . 8 There 
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'. There was the eotnt de Polan, with his two. 
daughiteré. Seraphina and Julia, and Don Fernand, 
his fon-in-law, who was nephew.to Don Cefar: 
there were other ladies and gentlemen prefent 


‘alfo. Don Ferdinand (as. was already obferved) 


had carried off Julia; and it was on occafion of 
the marriage of thefe two lovers, that the peafants © 
of the neighbourhood were affembled to make 
merry. As foon as Don Alphonfo appeared, and 
his father had prefented him to the company, the 
Count de Polat got-up, ‘and renning’ to embrace 
him, faid, ‘‘ Welcome, my deliverer! Don Al- 


_ phonfo, (added he) obferve the power that virtue 


has on generous minds: if you killed my fon, you 
have alfo faved my life. I facrifice my refentment 
to you, and give you that Seraphina, whofe honour 
you have preferved. In this manner I acquit my- 
felf of my obligation, The fon of Don Czfar’ did 
not fail to teftify to the Count de Polan, how much 
he was affected with his generofity$ and I don’t 
know whether he felt more joy in difcovering his 
birth, or in learning that he was to be Seraphina’s 
hufband. In effect, that marriage was celebrated 
ina few days after, to the infinite fatisfaction of 
the parties concerned, 

As I was alfo one of the count’s deliverers, 
that nobleman who knew me again, affured me, 
he would take upon himfelf the care of making 


_my fortune ; but I thanked him for his generofity, 


and would nat leave Don Alphonfo, who made me 
fteward of his houle, and honoured me with 
his confidence. Scarce was he married, when the 
trick which had been played upon Samuel Simon, 
dying on his con{cience, he fent me to that merchant, 

. ‘ with 


220060.s The ADVENTURES of, &c. 


with all the money which had been ftolen. from him. 
T went accordingly to make reftitution, and‘began 
the bufinefs of a fteward, by doing that which 
ought to be the ead of it. 


» 


The End of the Secown Votumr. 
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